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Chairman's Notes
Eventually . . . . a new Local Plan for Warwick District
A press release on 2nd August tells us the welcome news
that the Inspector has finally approved the modified Local
Plan. This is scheduled for adoption at a Council meeting
on 20th September.
The Inspector's Report starts with a one page “Non‐
Technical Summary" of the main modifications. The
headline is that the housing requirement will average 932
per year, a total of 16,776 over the period 2011 to 2029.
The Plan is deemed to have started in 2011 (yes!). Which
means that since there was an average of 600 a year so
far, the Plan proposes 1,098 a year onwards to 2029.
These extra numbers include an average of 332 a year to
provide for unmet needs in Coventry. So it is logical that
extra growth required will be allocated to the southern
edge of Coventry, in addition to the many existing sites
adjoining Warwick, Leamington and Kenilworth. Not that
this has been welcomed by WDC residents to the south of
Coventry! As far as Leamington goes, it is noted that Red
House Farm, Lillington was ruled out as a new housing site
by the Inspector.
Five Pillars at the Pump Rooms
"Food & Drink, Art, History, Literature, Information" are
proposed as the five pillars of the Pump Rooms "brand" in
a report to the recent WDC Executive. What this grand
statement tells us is that the essential elements of the
Pump Rooms will remain in place, albeit with some front
of house dressing up to attract more visitors.

Talks and events
Bernard Spilsbury
First Forensic Scientist
Christopher Hilton
Thursday, September 14th, 7.30
Conference Centre, Dormer Place

Guide Dogs: our local charity
Carrie Terry and Robert Jinks
Thursday, October12th, 7.30
Conference Centre, Dormer Place
Railway Talk
36 years on the
Best Railway in the World
Chris Gibb
Thursday, October 26th, 6.30 pm
Conference Centre, Dormer Place
Warwickshire: the new Pevsner Guide
Chris Pickford, Author
Tuesday, November 7th
Conference Centre, Dormer Place, 7.30
The full calendar of events for
2017‐18 is included with this
Newsletter

A survey noted that footfall divided between 46% visiting the library, 30% entering the museum and
gallery, and 24% going to the visitor information centre (VIC) or the café. It is particularly good news
that WDC now accepts the library should remain in this key civic building. The main thrust of the
report was to recommend that the concourse be rearranged with a joint service desk and displays to
welcome and alert visitors to all aspects of the Pump Rooms. This would include moving the

gallery's reception desk and staff out into the main concourse so that both tourists and local visitors
are more aware of its presence; it is also suggested local artists may have a role with space for
temporary workshops and events.
At present, much of the entrance space is occupied by the VIC, but all too often it is shuttered and
unstaffed. Over recent years the management and funding has often been tinkered with and only
last month the Town Hall box office was moved and merged with this counter. The new layout
would be welcome, but will only work if realistically staffed over the hours that visitors expect. That
commitment also needs to recognise that multi‐tasking is all very well but cannot rely on one person
handling lots of varied customers all at the same time.
Fly Tipping
Six months ago, questions at full Council revealed that WDC clears up after fly tipping but never
prosecutes even when they have evidence. This no doubt triggered a report to Executive which
notes that WDC does not currently fund this type of enforcement. It offered three options: an in
house team, shared action with a neighbouring authority, or engaging an outside contractor. The
preference is for option 2 and apparently Rugby Borough has informally agreed to help. An
appendix to the report compares graphs of fly‐tipping across Warwickshire – with WDC far
exceeding incidents in other local authorities. So it seems this initiative is not before time.
Two thoughts occur. First, it should not have required repeated nagging by local people to prompt
action on this public issue. Second, the preferred option of working with another local council
certainly hints at the potential for greater resources & efficiency from a combined unitary authority.
Victoria colonnade
WDC has issued an enforcement order against the owners of the colonnade to rectify the shameful
state of their Grade II listed building opposite the
Royal Pump Rooms.

View along colonnade
Yet after months nothing appears to be happening.
What a disgrace.
Richard Ashworth
View from Royal Pump Rooms
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
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Membership subscription: Reminder
Our subscription has remained fixed at its present levels since April 1997. In the 20 years since then,
our costs have risen, and significantly. Despite all the cost savings we have made while maintaining
the quality of the service we offer to our members, we have to increase our subscription. This was
discussed and agreed at the AGM.
From April 1st 2018 the annual subscription will be £15 per household and £10 for individuals for
those paying by standing order (SO). Anyone not paying by SO must pay an additional £2 each year.
Leamington Society Committee
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Forthcoming talks and events: For venues, dates and times see front page of this Newsletter
Bernard Spilsbury, First Forensic Scientist, Christopher Hilton
Sir Bernard Spilsbury was a Leamington man in the Golden Age of Murder. In the first half of the
twentieth century, fact and fiction collided to bring about a Golden Age of Murder. Mass media
made it possible for the public to follow sensational murder cases such as the pursuit and trial of
Dr. Crippen, whilst writers of fiction reflected this world as they created adventures for some of our
best‐known fictional detectives, such as Hercule Poirot or Lord Peter Wimsey. A key figure in many
of the era’s sensational trials was Sir Bernard Spilsbury, a Leamington man who has a strong claim to
be seen as the father of forensic pathology: Spilsbury’s evidence was crucial in many sensational
trials of the period and his professional judgement could be enough to hang or spare a suspect.
Dr. Christopher Hilton of the Wellcome Library in London will speak about Spilsbury’s career, his
background and a selection of his cases.
Guide Dogs: our local charity, Carrie Terry and Robert Jinks
We are welcoming two workers from our local charity Guide Dogs with its renowned breeding centre
near Bishop’s Tachbrook. Carrie Terry is a local volunteer stud dog holder and Robert Jinks is a
member of staff and the local Engagement Officer. They welcome questions and there will be a
collection on behalf of the dogs.
36 years on the Best Railway in the World, Chris Gibb
Note: this talk will start at 6.30
(Talk arranged by the Friends of Leamington Station)
Admission £5; profits to the work of the Friends
Mr Gibbs is one of Britain’s most experienced railway operators. Since leaving school in 1981 and
joining British Rail, he has worked across the whole industry, and the whole country. Senior posts
included Wales and Borders, MD of Virgin Cross Country and being Chief Operating officer of the
Virgin Rail Group from 2008 to 2013.
He is currently a non‐executive director of Network Rail. In 2016 he was commissioned by the
Secretary of State to prepare a report into the ongoing crisis in Southern and Thameslink operations.
Eventually released in July 2017, the highly critical report makes many recommendations for
fundamental change in government policies, management operations, infrastructure policies and
actions, and the approach of trade unions.
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Warwickshire: the new Pevsner Guide, Chris Pickford
(Joint meeting with the Leamington Literary Society)
Chris Pickford is an archivist and historian with a lifelong interest in architecture and local history.
Born in Warwickshire, he explored the county extensively in his younger days. Now revisiting many
places after a lapse of 20 to 30 years and making use of his earlier researches he has revised the
Warwickshire County Pevsner volume.
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Riverside House development
The Riverside House site is very important for a number of reasons:
Firstly, it is in the heart of Regency and Victorian Leamington Spa with its strong architectural
heritage, surrounded by Conservation Areas. Secondly, it holds a major position relative to the River
Leam, elevated, as it is, directly above it. Thirdly, it is heavily landscaped with many mature and
attractive trees, only some of which are protected by early preservation orders.
Lastly it gives an opportunity for there to be a beacon development to show how inner city housing
on ‘brown‐field’ sites can both add to the quality of the town environment and make a contribution
to solving the housing crisis. Also, alongside its Milverton Hill boundary are five fine copper beeches
two of which, at the moment, are proposed to be sacrificed for the new access point.
This development is one
part of the three‐pronged
proposal to solve the
problems of the oversized
and financially draining
WDC office building, the
under‐used
and
also
financially draining Town
Hall and the replacement
of the decaying and
unpopular Covent Garden
car park whilst providing
new offices for WDC – on
a cost neutral basis.

Fine copper beeches two of which WDC want to fell

There is obviously pressure on the Riverside House site to realize the maximum return to fund the
other aspects of the project and that is no doubt the reason for it being proposed to be the subject
of an ‘Outline Application’, with only site access proscribed, and then being sold off to a developer
without further constraint – unlike the Covent Garden site which is subject to a ‘Full Application’.
That was a change from the original proposal for the site where we understood the development
would be carried out by LLP (Limited Liability Partnership – the partnership between Public Sector
Plc – who advise Local Authorities on the management of their assets for a 50% share of the profits
of any development – and Warwick District Council). This change places the designer of the housing
development even more remote from the actual Client. It also leaves Planning Officers in the near
impossible position of trying to hold out against commercial pressures that are sponsored by a
company 50% of whose executive consists of their own employers!
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Following protest from local residents, Warwick District Council have already reverted to the original
proposal by LLP to suggest the number of dwellings at 100 (as shown in the Local Plan) rather than
170. Although still an ‘Outline Application’ documents show block‐plans of up to six storeys in
height (which are likely to be taken by developers to indicate WDC preferences) and which have
already caused hostility from neighbours.
It appears a landscape scheme will also now be imposed at this stage – unlike affordable housing
which will not. It is surely hypocritical of WDC to abandon this policy for profit motives. This is
looking less and less like an `Outline Application’ and maybe it is now time to commission a full
design from a highly qualified team which can resolve all these issues from the start.
Richard Ward
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Newbold Comyn
Newbold Comyn is a unique area of Council‐owned land. ‘Getting an Airing’ is a very appropriate
phrase for the activities that people can enjoy along the river Leam before it flows through the
formal corridor of parks and gardens between Royal Leamington Spa and Warwick Castle.
People remember the area for many reasons: from tobogganing down Beacon Hill, to golf,
swimming, jogging or just walking – perhaps with dogs. It is both an informal play area for children,
and accommodates organised sport. The facilities are being extended and are much in the news.
Warwick District Council is investing heavily in extensions to the indoor swimming pool to provide
more activities, including a sports hall and climbing wall, requiring a complete redesign of the old
building. These facilities, along with another council owned facility at St Nicholas Park in Warwick,
will then be managed by a private company (Everyone Active) instead of being run by the council.
With the growth of local population more sports facilities are needed, but prices at the new centres

Computer drawn graphic of extended Newbold Comyn Leisure Centre, © Darnton, architect
will have to remain low if the council’s aim of “sport for all” is to be achieved.
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Perhaps the most important aspect of Newbold Comyn is its open spaces where people can relax
and enjoy the pleasure of all their senses: sight; hearing; touch; smell and even the tastes that can
be experienced in the area (including those offered by the pub). Newbold Comyn includes the Leam
Valley Nature Reserve, managed by the Warwickshire Wildlife Trust on behalf of the District Council;
and also Welches Meadow as a vital flood management area for the town.
This space for quiet contemplation is one of the reasons why Newbold Comyn is such an important
asset. Many of us associated with wildlife conservation have noted how engaging directly with
nature has a great effect on peoples’ health and wellbeing. There is now good scientific evidence to
support the case for using nature for relieving problems that would otherwise lead to the need for
medical treatments. You cannot put a price on the opportunity to enjoy such varied open spaces.
So we must cherish Newbold Comyn.
Mike Bunney and Margaret Begg
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
A Member
May I start by saying it is a true honour to have been elected, recently, as the MP for Warwick and
Leamington. I have long‐held that these are two great towns and we are lucky to live here.
Some people were surprised at my winning the recent General Election here; others weren’t.
Irrespective of the manifestos and the national party positions, those that know me will confirm my
long history of challenging policy and issues here and recognise what I have been working on for a
long time, namely ensuring the towns remain “great places to live and work” (a line that a friend and
I proposed to, and subsequently was adopted by, the District Council).
I first moved here in 2004 from Paris and bought a flat on Portland Street in the centre of
Leamington: I soon found myself engaged in local issues. I didn’t join the Leamington Society or
CLARA at the time (preferring to remain an independent voice) but as a ‘noisy’ resident I found
myself on the front page of the Courier even 10 years ago when I would contest planning and
licensing decisions. Back then, I found myself lined up with Archie and Marianne Pitts, Bill and
Carolyn Gifford as well as the late Malcolm Welch and Gordon Goddard‐Pickett. Collectively, we all
had an impact on District Council policy and I am proud of what was achieved.
In 2008‐9 I worked with WDC and Warwickshire College to try to persuade the Dyson Foundation to
come to Warwick and Leamington. Were it not for the global financial crash I think we would have
achieved this. And then I was fortunate to be awarded the Bill Gibbons Trophy in 2012.
So I think it was seen as inevitable to some that I would stand to be a Councillor (even though the
idea had not crossed my mind until summer 2012) and I was elected to the County Council a year
later. The past four years have been very challenging given the cuts to the Council but it has been a
privilege to represent South‐East Leamington and to develop certain initiatives.
In the past couple of years, a good many people asked me to put myself forward to be a candidate to
be our Member of Parliament and then, when the snap‐election was called, I did so. It was only five
weeks before Polling Day that I was selected by the Labour Party to be the candidate here.
People know that I will continue to fight for what I think is right and to challenge all authorities to do
the best for residents and the future of our towns. And I look forward to that. But I also want to pay
tribute to the work of Chris White as well as the long tenure of James Plaskitt, both of whom made a
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real contribution to our towns.
Bodies such as the Leamington Society are important to keep our elected authorities in check and
the Society has a good record on this. So it is with relish that I look forward to continuing my long
relationship with the Society both as member and as the Member.
Thank you.
Matt Western
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Tribute to our outgoing MP – Chris White
There is, or should be, a limit to cynicism. It is all very well to deride politicians and accuse them of
making empty promises. It is the way that we, as individuals, protect ourselves against the power of
government, and admittedly, preferable to submitting to it.
However, we need government and therefore we need politicians, and we are fortunate too in living
in a country where politicians are largely honest and anxious to serve.
Part politics aside, and those tiresome people who find fault with everyone and everything, I think I
am not far wrong if I say that the great majority of Chris White’s former constituents would agree
that he was an exceptionally conscientious MP.
We might care to remember in particular two things.
Some years ago when Members of Parliament, wholly in compliance with the rules, gave themselves
a pay‐rise, he refused it for himself, instead employing it to create the charity “Love Leamington”.
And at least three times, following his conscience, he had the guts to vote against his own party, no
doubt to the fury of the Whips but compelling the admiration of independent minds even if they
deplored his opinion (as I once did).
Robin Taylor
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Blue Plaques 2017
A couple of weeks ago, on a very well attended afternoon, two more of these attractive plaques
were installed, the 28th and 29th. One was to John Cundall, the architect of St John’s and St Paul’s,
each a first class example of Victorian Gothic; and of the Town Hall, with its beautiful clock‐tower
and Assembly Room and its characteristically eccentric and thoroughly Victorian façade that to some
is vulgar, to me full of vigour and good humour.
The other was to Squadron Leader Henry Maudsley, bomber pilot in the Second World War; valiant
patriot, quiet, determined, unassuming, competent; who on leaving school at 18 immediately
volunteered for the RAF although he was not so foolish as to be unaware of the dangers; and who
flew forty six missions against the Nazis, notably in the Dambusters’ raid of May 1943 as a result of
which he died aged 21.
I must say that it is satisfying to be able to honour so many and so varied a set of people.
Robin Taylor
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
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Graham White 1937‐2017
After retiring from teaching French at Kingsley School, Graham regularly lectured on art and
architecture in Britain and Europe. These courses were very popular.
In 1975 Graham and his wife Marian settled in Leamington Spa, where they joined the Leamington
Society, the National Trust supporter group and Friends of Leamington Art Gallery (FLAG). Graham
joined the FLAG committee and later becoming Chairman. He was an excellent Chairman: we could
always hear what he said; he was always relaxed and polite and ensured that everyone felt able to
have their say, yet somehow he managed to prevent any acrimony, not an easy task. He also
ensured that the meeting closed on time.
Graham was an excellent organiser of outings and holidays for the local NT and FLAG. Many
members of these societies have lovely memories of holidays in Bruges, Rouen and several in Britain:
Glasgow, Edinburgh and, naturally, at Betty’s Tea Rooms in Yorkshire. One outing which I
particularly remember was our visit to Leicester to see Richard III’s tomb.
Graham will be greatly missed in the town and by many Leamington Society members.
Margaret Watkins
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Art in the Park, 2017
Congratulations to Carole Sleight and her
countless volunteers for another hugely
successful Art in the Park event in
Jephson Gardens this year, attracting
thousands of visitors to see displays of
local art work and musical performances.
There were many opportunities to
engage in activities as well as buy some
fine examples of works by local artists.

Trombonists giving their all
The theme for this year’s Art in the Park
was Leamington’s legendary three
elephants Wilhelmina, Haddie and Trilby.
Children and adults were able to decorate
models of these.

A treat for this young girl
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
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District Council’s new officer to create canal Conservation Area
Warwick District Council is about to appoint an assistant conservation officer to establish a new
canal Conservation Area. The district contains several miles of the Grand Union and Stratford‐upon‐
Avon canals built in the late 18th and early 19th centuries. This network, with its bridges, locks,
towpaths, and cottages, is of special architectural, engineering, and historic interest, and the District
now wants to designate these as a Conservation Area.
This is a temporary post of 12 months but there is much to do in assessing the canal network and its
setting, the identification of potential development sites, public consultation and the production of a
management plan.

Five residential narrowboats near Tesco, Warwick and Chiltern train passing under canal between
Leamington and Warwick, © Robin Stott, www.geograph.org
It is hoped that particular attention will be paid to the interface of the canal with the south town,
with its many fine early 19th century buildings, enticing more local people to appreciate this area
and more boaters to stop and explore.
Sidney Syson
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Friends of Leamington Station
Over the last year national surveys showed train passengers are becoming more satisfied, with
Chiltern Railways’ travellers amongst the most satisfied. Chiltern Managing Director, Dave Penney,
said: “We are delighted that passengers have rated Chiltern as the UK’s top DFT franchise for overall
satisfaction. … we are at the top of the table for satisfaction with punctuality and reliability, car
parking and for requests made to our station staff.”
Well done Chiltern.
Jan and Penny Gillett continue to improve the Friends’ new website Jan and Penny Gillett continue
to improve the Friends’ new website www.leamingtonstationfriends.org. We are truly grateful for
what they have achieved. Please send relevant material you would like included, and especially
pictures, to them at jangillett@icloud.com.
Continued page 11
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Judging of the gardens for Its Your neighbourhood Award and for Leamington in Bloom took place in
July and the results will be announced in September. The gardens are thriving and will soon be
signposted within the station. So many travellers, even those not in hurry, are unaware of our
excellent gardens at Leamington station.
Archie Pitts
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Pump Room Gardens restoration project
The project is reaching its final stages of preparation. It is expected that the contractors will soon be
appointed after signing all the necessary legal agreements. The timing of the works will have
avoided this year’s events season – albeit a year late. Everyone involved, and particularly the
Heritage Lottery Fund, is keen the works be done to the highest possible standards.
Archie Pitts
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
New members
We welcome to our Society
Andrew and Margaret Morley
Joe and Helen Hegarty
Nick and Joanna Reed
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
The weir at Mill Bridge between Jephson Gardens and Mill Gardens

Looking for breakfast
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
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Chairman: Richard Ashworth, 32 Willes Road, CV31 1BN, 01926 316703
Vice Chairmen: Barbara Lynn, 53 Manor House, Avenue Road, CV31 3ND, 01926 831414
Richard Ward, 3 Bell Court, The Maltings, CV32 5FH, 01926 422750
Hon. Secretary: Margaret Begg, The Garden House, Clarendon Crescent, CV32 5NR, 01926 423822
Hon. Treasurer: Clive Engwell, Clarendon Lodge, Clarendon Square, CV32 5QT, 01926 420454
Other Committee Members:
Marianne Pitts 01926 885532

Sidney Syson 01926 429826

Archie Pitts 01926 885532

Jef Tuyn 01926 339085

Newsletter Distribution: Dorothy Clark
The Leamington Society is a registered charity. It is a member of the West Midlands Amenity Societies
Association and the National Organisation of Residents’ Associations. It exists to preserve the heritage and
improve the character of Royal Leamington Spa and to encourage high standards of planning and architecture
Charity No. 516078
Unless otherwise indicated, views expressed in these newsletters are the contributors’ own and not necessarily
the corporate view of the Society
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