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Talks

Waiting for the Local Plan
No doubt I am in danger of boring you by returning to the
topic of planning. Planning is like motoring: we all want to
be able to do our own thing, but are often frustrated or
upset at the actions of others. Inevitably it's a prickly nettle
for officers and councillors to grasp but decisions have to be
made.
No sooner was a new National Planning Policy Framework in
place last year, than there were new consultations every
month to rush through short cuts towards the hoped for
boost in development activity. Currently we await Warwick
District's draft new Local Plan. But although the draft is
“imminent”, it will be well over a year before a Plan is finally
adopted.
Meantime WDC is seriously exposed to
speculative applications.
This Newsletter has articles flagging up the problems of
HMOs (houses in multiple occupation), the concentration of
student lettings in Old Town and the huge Coventry
Gateway proposal to develop on the Green Belt. The
District is also facing several appeals, notably from AC Lloyd
on its Chapel Street site, as well as from Sainsbury’s on the
Oak Inn site. There are urgent housing needs; struggling
retailing; traffic congestion, and handsome townscape as
well as countryside to be protected all at once. Quite an
agenda.
Nightclub Application

Joint meeting with Literary Society
Artists of 1913: the Camden Group
and their successors
Graham White
Tuesday, February 12th 2013, 7.30
Dormer Place Conference Centre

Filming off the beaten track
Richard Ashworth
Wednesday, March 6th, 7.30
ChristChurch,
Priory Terrace, CV31 1BA

Joint meeting with Warwick Society
What have they put that there for?
Sarah Hosking
Tuesday, April 16th, 7.30
Lord Leycester Hospital, Warwick
AGM
followed by
The Royal Agricultural Society of
England at Stoneleigh
Jef Tuyn
Thursday, May 9th, 7.30
ChristChurch,
Priory Terrace, CV31 1BA

Proprietors who run SEVs (Sex Entertainment Venues) in
South Leamington are trying to consolidate their business,
while many residents in the area remain strongly opposed.
Amara in Court Street was granted an SEV licence early last
year by the WDC regulatory committee. However under planning law – a separate procedure from
regulatory – Amara only had permission to operate as a bar. In order to take full advantage of their
SEV licence, Amara applied last September to the planning committee for a change of use class from

bar to nightclub. This application was refused by planning, particularly due to a police objection to
very extended hours until 6.00 am. Amara have now re‐applied for planning permission as a
nightclub category, albeit with hours only (!) until 4.00 am.
Portraits in the Pump Rooms
By the time you read this, the two big portraits will be back in place in the main Assembly room.
The paintings have been cleaned and the frames re‐gilded. The Leamington Society contributed
£500: a small part of the total cost, but I believe it encouraged the District to proceed with this work.
The pictures are of John Haddow and of Dr. Jephson, both dating from the 1860s and paid for by
public subscription. The portrait of Dr. Jephson, by William Gill, was presented to the town at a
dinner held in the Regent Hotel. The Courier of 18 November 1865 reported the original cost at
approximately £200. Sadly Jephson never saw whether it was a good likeness, since he had been
blind for seventeen years. (My thanks to Robin Taylor for those details.)
Richard Ashworth
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Coming talks
Artists of 1913: the Camden Group and their successors, Graham White
(Joint meeting with Literary Society)
Graham White, a popular local lecturer on art, talks about how artists from the Camden Town Group
depicted life in England in 1912, the time the Leamington Literary Society started.
The Camden group contained notable artists like Walter Sickert, Lucien Pisssaro (son of Camille
Pissaro) and Augustus John. The group was heavily influenced by French impressionist movement.
No charge for members of either society; £2 for visitors
Filming off the beaten track, Richard Ashworth
Richard started in the cutting room and later began writing and directing documentaries.
He looks back on locations across the Middle East to India, and in South America. Before the days of
video cameras, cans of exposed film were air freighted back to the laboratory; the director pinned
his faith on the cameraman. A script was little more than a hopeful outline. Success or failure could
be at the whim of the weather, failing equipment, museum directors, policemen, or even the
outbreak of war.
What have they put that there for? Sarah Hosking
(Joint meeting with Warwick Society)
This illustrated talk will look at twelve selected art works made during the twentieth/twenty‐first
centuries, and sited in somewhere in Warwickshire where the public have free access. Whether a
street or park, a church or a building façade, these twelve works will include memorials and statues,
sculptures and windows, useful clocks and signposts besides modernist ‘place signifiers’. Well‐
known or half forgotten, these twelve art works will also be considered as to the circumstances of
their creation and their subsequent care or neglect, popularity or derision.
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AGM
After the formal business and light refreshments, Jef Tuyn will speak on
The Royal Agricultural Society of England at Stoneleigh: What future in a time of change?
Since its foundation in 1838, the Royal Agricultural Society of England has reflected the fortunes of
the agricultural industry. The Society's move to Stoneleigh Park and the development of the
National Agricultural Centre in the mid‐1960s was by far the Society's most ambitious project. But
when its “flagship” event, the Royal Show, ended in 2009, many assumed it also marked the end of
the Society. As the farming industry faces the challenges of food supply and climate change what is
the future for the Society and Stoneleigh Park? Jef Tuyn reflects on this.
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Coventry and Warwickshire Gateway
An outline planning application for this very large project was heard last December. Our committee
was clear that since this lies outside the Society's remit, we should not submit any comment.
However the Gateway project has major implications for the Green Belt and for the Local Plan, so it
is likely to be of interest and concern to many of our members.
To give a sense of the scale and complexity involved, the WDC planning website recently indicated
1,492 related documents. The Gateway scheme covers more than 300 hectares and straddles the
Warwick District / Coventry boundary. It comprises two zones to the south and north of Coventry
Airport. The key proposals are for a logistics park and a technology park, which the applicants claim
will create many thousands of jobs. They also propose a countryside park, changes to airport
buildings, and extensive highway works.
Coventry City Council's Planning Committee had voted unanimously in favour. Whereas the WDC
Committee heard strongly argued objections and after considerable debate councillors eventually
voted in a 5‐5 tie. By then it was after 11.00 pm and the Committee agreed to defer its decision,
while requesting a list of further information, including the commissioning of an independent review
of the employment claims.
Most of the land involved forms part of the Green Belt. Although much of this land is not pristine
countryside, its function as green belt is to provide a buffer between the city of Coventry and
Warwick District's villages and towns. To succeed as an application the Gateway has to provide
evidence of “Very Special Circumstances” which would allow this to breach the planning prohibition
against any development on Green Belt land. Meantime our District Council has outlined during
2012 its preferred options for the future Local Plan. These include a proposal to allow housing
developments north of Leamington, which would encroach into the Green Belt, and also of course
requires proof of very special circumstances That is why the decision on the Gateway scheme is of
such critical interest to us in Leamington.
The present government came in with a stated policy of “Localism” but in recent months ministers
have made a strong push for relaxation of planning controls in the hope of stimulating the economy.
Currently a Growth & Infrastructure Bill is before Parliament. This includes provision for ministers to
take away planning powers from any council deemed as “failing” on the basis of their slow decisions.
One might spare a thought for a planning case officer with one thousand plus documents on a single
file, while ministers breathe down his neck. The bill would also allow some major construction
projects – covering over 40,000 square metres – to by‐pass councils and go direct to the Planning

3

Inspectorate. That is roughly the size of a big shopping centre and of course very much smaller than
the scale of the Gateway application.
Richard Ashworth
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Landscape to Sculpture: John Bridgeman (1916‐2004)
Simon & Tom Bloor, Design for Pleasure – a new public artwork inspired by the work of John
Bridgeman
25 January – 21 April 2013
An exhibition of the work of the sculptor John Bridgeman
opened at Leamington Spa Art Gallery & Museum at 1pm
on Friday 25 January 2013 with a Friday Focus Extra talk by
Dr Jane Bridgeman and her husband Prof MA Michael,
author of the exhibition catalogue. John Bridgeman ARCA,
FRBS, FRBSA lived in and near Leamington Spa for over 40
years. He was Head of Sculpture at Birmingham School of
Art from 1955 to 1981. This exhibition is the first
retrospective of his diverse practice and
includes
sculptures, drawings, maquettes and paintings. Admission
is free.
Although he trained as a landscape painter, Bridgeman
became fascinated by sculpture and in the 1940s, while
studying at the Royal College of Art, his work was admired
by the well‐established sculptor Henry Moore. Moore
Bridgeman working on Master Dolorosa
invited Bridgeman to become his studio assistant, but this
© Jane Bridgeman
offer was rejected as Bridgeman was determined to pursue
an independent career. During World War II, while working in the Civil Service’s Heavy Rescue
Service, he started work on his Torture Wall, an
installation made up of approximately 20 cast
bronze figures. The exhibition includes a
construction of this work, which he continued to
work on throughout his career, but which has
never before been publicly displayed.

Children playing on a 1960s play sculpture
by Bridgeman
© Jane Bridgeman

As well as the substantial exhibition catalogue we
have published a facsimile reproduction of a
series of illustrated verses produced by
Bridgeman with his wife, the writer and poet
Irene Dancyger, who worked for many years as
editor of the Woman’s Page at the Leamington
Courier.

In addition, for the first time, this exhibition will
be complemented by a public artwork: a new
work by Birmingham‐based artists Simon & Tom Bloor has been created for the Pump Room
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Gardens. Design for Pleasure was inspired by the John Bridgeman’s large scale 'play sculptures'
commissioned by Oldbury Borough Council and Birmingham City Council in the 1960s. The new work
is a functional sculpture that offers the generation who first enjoyed Bridgeman's play sculptures a
place to stop, sit and talk with each other, their children and their grandchildren. The installation of
this work on January 24 was delayed by the snow and freezing conditions and postponed to
Thursday 7 February. There will also be a related display within the Art Gallery & Museum and an
opening event – supported by FLAG (Friends of Leamington Art Gallery) – will take place that
evening between 6 and 7pm. Other events accompany the exhibition including a series of Friday
Focus talks by those who knew and worked with John Bridgeman.
Dr Chloe Johnson, Senior Curatorial Officer at Leamington Spa Art Gallery and Museum
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Planning Officers Consult Residents on Houses in Multiple Occupation
Members will recall that in recent months our Newsletter has carried reports about the need for a
planning policy that will regulate the growth of Houses in Multiple Occupation (HMOs). Most HMOs
in Leamington provide accommodation for university students. It is accepted by Warwick District
Council (WDC) that there is need for such a policy; one is to be incorporated into the Local Plan (due
to be adopted in Spring 2014). In formulating the policy WDC Planning has consulted interested
parties including landlords and residents. It is hoped that the HMO component of the Local Plan will
be in place before 2014.
On December 20th 2012 planning officers met residents (including members of the Leamington
Society Committee). The purpose of the meeting was (a) to explain the background to the proposed
policy and (b) to elicit residents’ views and experiences with respect to HM0s.
There was a wide‐ranging discussion in which residents identified the problems associated with
over‐concentration of HMOs, especially in South Leamington. Most of these have been identified in
previous newsletters. They include the loss of affordable family homes, marginalization of
established residents, tension between established residents and students, demographic imbalance,
pressure on local services (especially refuse collection) and the impact of poorly maintained HM0s
on the street scene.
A key issue raised at the meeting concerned the tipping point at which it may be said that there are
too many HM0s in a street. In other words what is the threshold on which a regulatory policy should
be based: percentage of HMO properties or percentage of HMO occupants? This matters because
occupancy of HMOs is said to be twice that of the average property. The National HMO Lobby
estimates that in an area where 10% of the properties are HMOs, 18% of the population will be HMO
occupants. The Lobby identifies 10% of properties or 20% of the population as the ‘tipping‐point’ for
HMO‐dominance in a neighbourhood. The Leamington Society hopes that the Planning Policy will
take account of this.
However, it is important to understand that the arguments for regulation are not ‘anti‐student’.
Indeed, this Society appreciates that Leamington’s HMOs have expanded to meet the legitimate
needs of university students. The issues are to do with the need for inclusive communities in which
all residents, whatever their tenure, will understand each other’s needs as neighbours. Such
understanding becomes difficult when one form of tenure becomes dominant (as it has in some of
our streets). The Leamington Society’s view is that if we are to avoid endless conflicts over planning
applications, and if we are to have inclusive communities that include students, then an HMO
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planning policy is the way forward.
GJ Fyfe
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Developments in Leamington
Regency Arcade. Permission has recently been granted for the refurbishment of the reminder of the
ground floor shop front of the Regency Arcade, and the occupant will be a small Co‐op supermarket.
The remainder of the building opened before Christmas as a 72 room Premier Hotel.
Morrison’s supermarket on Old Warwick Road. This will open as soon as the road works in the
vicinity are finished; this should be by the end of March. It has been heralded as their biggest
supermarket. Morrison’s has now submitted an application for a petrol station behind the
supermarket together with a coffee shop.
Trilogy has outline planning permission for
a 100,000 ft2 office block on the corner of
the site, facing Prince Drive but is having
difficulty in finding an occupant. So it is
considering other possibilities, and in
particular whether the site would be
suitable for a high‐end quality retailer. The
currently proposed architecture of the
store is designed complement that of the
nearby supermarket with comparable roof
levels.
Aerial impression of new retail store

Trilogy has to persuade the planners at
WDC to allow a change of use from office to retail with the potential employment implications.

View from Europa Way before demolition of Ford foundry, and after with possible new retail store

Archie Pitts
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Severn Trent works in South Leamington
Much of Leamington’s sewerage dates from the early to mid‐nineteenth century when the
population was a third of present day levels and each household used far less water. Moreover we
had not then built or paved over so much of the land, so rain would soak away.
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Severn Trent is now spending £10.8 million to improve the sewerage and run‐off drainage system in
south Leamington. This the third stage of upgrading the system in Leamington.
To minimise the duration of the construction, different teams of contractors are working in separate
locations. Inevitably the works will affect traffic, but diversion routes are planned with WCC so as to
minimise disruption.
There will be 4 km. of new sewers and the
work should greatly diminish the risk of
flooding in times of high rainfall. The work
started last November and will take almost
two years to complete.
The first part of the two year project is to
build a storm relief structure (essentially
huge underground tank) below Bath Place
car‐park and a massive storm pumping
station in Station Approach. These are
connected via a 1.50 metre diameter tunnel
being drilled by “Lottie”, from Bath Place to
Station Approach. The drilling will be 8 to 10
metres below ground.

Lottie being lowered into position to drill in Bath
Street car park – note the teeth

Other drains will be drilled under the canal
and the railway.
To learn more and see weekly updates on progress go to www.northmid.co.uk/leamington
Archie Pitts
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Local Giving
At the end of September a central government initiative was launched to encourage small scale
giving to local charities throughout England. £500,000 would be available to match, pound for
pound, any donation of up to £10 per person. Local charities had to register to be eligible. The
Leamington Society was one of the almost 2,000 charities to register. This Society opted that any
money raised would go to a specific project – building seven large planters at the station. 47
donations (nearly all £10 each and mainly from members of the Society) were received. The total
sum that the Leamington Society raised, including gift aid where appropriate was £1,020.
Not surprisingly the government pot of £500,000 was quickly exhausted. If any similar government
scheme arises again, what project would you suggest this society should support? Tell our Charman,
or me. Suggestions must be within the aims of our Society.
The planters project has started; three tons of timber has been delivered to the station, waiting for
more hospitable weather to be assembled.
Archie Pitts
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Leamington Station and Railway matters
Murals in underpass. It was reported in the previous newsletter that the project to spruce up the
underpass at Leamington Station with 16 large murals was completed in September with a formal
opening by the Mayor of Leamington and other dignitaries.
In November this project won a Keep Britain Tidy national award. Moreover it was declared the
Overall Winner at the event. The awards were announced in Sheffield City Hall at a ceremony
organised by the Keep Britain Tidy campaign. Congratulations to all concerned and particularly to
Paul Garrison of WDC who coordinated the project which involved Network Rail, Chiltern Railways,
Warwickshire Justice Centre, WDC, WCC and of course the Friends of Leamington Station.
Improvements at Leamington and Warwick Stations. Good news! A recent survey by Warwickshire
County Council (WCC) has revealed that more than half the passengers use sustainable transport
(walking, cycling or the bus) to get to Leamington Spa railway station. The figures are even better
for Warwick: 82%. Walking is most popular by far (41% Leamington, 79% Warwick). Half the car
drivers surveyed would consider walking to Leamington Spa station; 37% would consider taking the
bus and 13% cycling.
A “Local Sustainable Transport Fund” of £300,000 has been awarded to WCC to encourage non‐car
access to the two stations by improving pathways, bus services and cycle facilities. As train travel in
and out of the county has increased by 8% in 2011‐2 this is encouraging. Stagecoach X17 bus now
stops at both stations. Cyclists will be further encouraged with bigger, better and safer parking and
cycle events.
Chiltern Railways is currently applying to install public WiFi facilities at all its stations.
Stratford Parkway station. A new station opens in late May at the Stratford Park and Ride site.
Archie and Marianne Pitts
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Malcolm Welsh (1939‐2012) – a tribute
Malcolm Welsh’s death last December meant that Leamington Spa lost a unique and irreplaceable
person – a man of great intelligence and persistence, who loved the town and was prepared to
spend time and money on conserving and improving it. He gave generously to good causes such as
the purchase of the Willes archive by the County Record Office and the reconstruction of the Linden
Arches.
He attended many long unexciting planning meetings to protest about any application which might
prove a threat to the town and signalled every failed street light to the local authority. Who else
would have noticed that the fingerboards in the town had been mischievously turned to send
strangers in the wrong direction and insisted that financial accounts should balance to the last
penny? He was a private man, loyal to his family and his friends and an excellent colleague.
Rita Hiscox.
The death of Rita Hiscox (née Human) on 20 October 2012 was reported in the
November newsletter. Rita was Chairman of The Leamington Society for seven
years and also Chairman of the Leamington Literary Society.

Rita Hiscox
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A memorial service will be held for her in Leamington on Friday, February 22 at 2 p.m. at Holy Trinity
Church in Beauchamp Avenue.
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
EC Harris report on WDC assets
Warwick District Council has to find savings of £2.5 million per year by 2016/17 – roughly one‐sixth
of its budget. As part of its search for savings, the council commissioned consultants EC Harris to
recommend how it could make best use of its assets – land and buildings ‐ over the next 25 years.
The Harris report identified four main problematic assets: the council’s offices, Riverside House, in
Milverton; the Royal Spa Centre; the Pump Rooms; and the Town Hall.
Riverside House is too large for the newly slimmed council staff, is expensive to maintain and is
inaccessible by citizens without cars. One solution Harris considered was to demolish the existing
building and redevelop the site more intensively, with new council offices but also new housing or
additional offices which would be sold or rented out. Although by far the most cost‐effective
solution, the report rejected this as too risky. Alternatively, new council offices could be built either
on the Bedford Street car park in the town centre, or on the Court Street car park in Old Town, with
the Riverside House site being sold for redevelopment. Of these two, the report favoured the Court
Street site as being more cost‐effective as well as contributing substantially to Old Town
regeneration.
The Spa Centre, although recognised in the report as one of the best‐performing local authority
theatres, nevertheless has an operating deficit of around £370,000 per year and a large back‐log of
maintenance expenditures. The most cost‐effective solution, naturally, was to sell the site for
residential and office development. But if this were ruled out, some savings could be made by
developing the site more intensively, with a slightly smaller theatre but also some residential and
office development.
Although the Pump Rooms is a focal point of Leamington’s cultural heritage, attracting 550,000
visitors each year, its annual net operating deficit is around £500,000. Since closure is not an option,
the report could only suggest relocating the Visitor Information Centre elsewhere and using the
vacated space for commercial purposes; but the net saving to costs from this were almost negligible.
The Town Hall is another heritage focal point but is under‐utilised, is relatively expensive to maintain
and has a maintenance back‐log of around £1m. Again, closure is not an option but there is scope for
improving its utilisation. First, if new council offices are built these could incorporate a new council
chamber and the space released in the Town Hall could be used, perhaps as a venue for weddings.
Second, a “one‐stop shop” could open there, which would be the first port of call for members of
the public with council business. This would deal with the problem of council offices which are
inaccessible to those without cars.
An important general recommendation of the report was that the council should pursue its asset
development objectives in partnership with a private sector company. This would allow the council
to tap into the expertise of the private sector as well as into private financing, with benefits that
would include reduced risk.
The council has accepted in outline form the recommendations outlined above, as well as others
that lack of space precludes consideration of here. However, when the report was discussed by the
Leamington Society Committee a number of points were made. First, although the committee was
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excited by the prospect of new council offices being built in South Town, there was also a case for
developing affordable housing on the Court Street site. Among arguably better locations for new
council offices were the Riverside House site itself, or Bedford Street (as considered in the Harris
report); but also the Trilogy site (the former Ford foundry); or as part of the redevelopment of the
Spa Centre site.
Second, the committee were worried that, when the Spa Centre site was redeveloped, commercial
pressures might lead to the replacement theatre being squeezed out or reduced to a token size. This
seemed especially likely when the development was in a private‐public partnership, as approved in
principle by the council. To be fair, however, the council has agreed to pursue funding opportunities
for developing Spencer Yard for cultural and creative uses; and has committed to maintaining the
‘cultural offer’ of Leamington – though this term is ill‐defined.
Finally, the committee also thought that the proposal to re‐locate, or possibly close, the visitor
information centre in the Pump Rooms was short‐sighted and even perverse, given the recognised
importance of visitors to the prosperity and vibrancy of the town. More, not fewer, resources should
be devoted to serving the needs of visitors; for example, by rationalising the confusing internet
presence of the town and the area.
Geoff Renshaw
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Conservation in South Leamington
The story begins with the Green Man. This is a sturdy brick built late Victorian pub which marks the
end of the terrace of houses of the same
vintage on East Tachbrook Street. It is
opposite Shrubland Street school: another
classic brick built Victorian building.
The local Green Party used to meet there
monthly so we were sad when the pub was
closed by the brewery and put up for sale.
The next we heard it was due for demolition
to make way for five three‐storey town
houses. The local residents were mightily
Green Man
unhappy about this and, together with
Jonathan Chilvers of the Green Party, a local campaign of objection was started. What bothered me
was how such a fine and iconic building could even be
considered for demolition: it is believed to be the first
purpose built pub in Leamington, and it’s still in good
order inside and out.

Shrubland Street Community School

So I went on line to look at the Conservation Areas as
listed and found Beaconsfield Street and Lower Leam
Street in Area 11. This housing is comparable to those I
subsequently explored in the early “Home Zone” area
comprising East Grove, Eagle Street, Aylesford Street
and Grove Place. These terraces are all on the 1887
map, so must be mid Victorian. The terraces on East
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Tachbrook Street and East Shrubland Street are the next generation, but equally fine.
It’s true a lot of the windows, doors, and some slate roofs have been replaced, but there are still
some in original condition. However the thing that blew me away was the extraordinary amount of
decoration on the buildings themselves. I started trying to take photos of all the different
architectural detail above windows, above doors, along the eaves, across the sills, and so on. I was

Shrubland Street – houses and Girls Entrance at the Shrubland Community School
bowled over by the inventiveness and charm of these features.
Now I am determined to get this area considered for inclusion in the Conservation Area before the
demolition option is considered again.
The good news is that the new owners of the Green Man have withdrawn their planning application
and have reopened the pub as a Free House with the emphasis on it being a “Community Pub”. A
happy end to that bit of the story at least!
Janet Alty
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Dr Nat Alcock OBE (for services to architecture), FSA ‐ Mediaeval Houses in Warwickshire
The speaker concentrated on to our county which contains some fine examples of cruck houses and
that are still sound and inhabited.
There are a large number in
Stoneleigh.
A cruck house is built around two or
more trusses each of which is a
pointed arch of two large symmetrical
curved timber pieces (usually oak but
sometimes elm in Warwickshire),
anchored in the ground and joined
together at the tip, where they
support the ridge of the roof. The
truss is therefore the full height of the
house and can usually be seen on the
outside walls. Larger houses have

Cruck House, Stoneleigh (Photo: Nat Alcock)
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more trusses. The side walls between trusses are framed with timbers and filled with lathe and
plaster or stone or brick, according to availability.
Cruck construction is possibly our earliest example of modular building; dendrochronology gives
dates for Midlands examples between 1260 and 1500, though there are later examples elsewhere in
the country. The technique was common in the Midlands, Wales and Yorkshire, but totally unknown
in East Anglia and Kent.
Nat is an expert who loves his subject and his enthusiasm was catching.
Marianne Pitts
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Educating the UK’s coming generation of engineers
"Qualified engineers are fundamental to the growth of British Industry, but we are not doing enough
to encourage our youngsters to enter the profession", says Jo lopes, Head of Technical Excellence for
Jaguar Land Rover.
This January we were treated to a passionate talk by Jo Lopes on the subject of "the Growth of
Jaguar Land Rover and the Need for Engineers in the UK". In addition to being one of the biggest
exporters, JLR is one of the biggest spenders on Research & Development in the UK at over £2bn per
year. It is unique in the British automotive business with almost all of its R&D being carried out in the
UK. With 5000 technical and business staff located at Gaydon, 3000 at Whitley in Coventry, and a
further 200 on campus at the University of Warwick, the Company is especially important to
Leamington Spa and the local areas.
To put this all into context, Jo gave us a
wonderful insight into the JLR business
and the exciting and demanding
pressures on the engineers developing
some of the world's most desirable
premium cars. It was particularly
pleasing he used the comparison with
the aircraft industry, which for many
years has been on a pedestal for
quality, precision and depth of
engineering. Jo explained to us that
typically there were as many as 100
260 University Graduates recruited to Enginnering at JLR
this year
computers in a luxury vehicle, and the
Couresy JLR
complexity of the programming was
such that there is as much as ten times
the number of lines of code in a luxury vehicle compared to a state of the art jet fighter or
commercial jet liner! "Customers expect simplicity – the engineer has to manage the complexity in
the background".
But despite the excitement, engineering is still a much misunderstood profession. School leavers are
dissuaded from maths and science subjects because "they are too difficult" and engineering is seen
to be "oily" and "poorly paid". This is particularly true for girls where it was incredible to find out we
are the worst of all of the 27 countries in the EU for numbers of female engineers.
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Jo explained some of the initiatives JLR have developed to help redress the balance. Their Education
Business Partnership Centres allow 20,000 children to experience hands‐on engineering every year.
The Jaguar Maths in Motion Challenge, 4x4 in Schools Technology Challenge, F1 in Schools and
others are aimed at stimulating creativity. New graduates work directly with the Smallpeice Trust.
But it's not yet enough. Industry needs to actively explain and sell the exciting work done by
industry. Government needs to use "all the levers at their disposal" to promote the stature and
potential for engineering. But we can all play our part by positively nurturing our young people,
children, grandchildren, or friends and extolling the importance, excitement and social importance
of engineering.
A very thought provoking talk which prompted much discussion during and after the event. Jo
addressed the issue thoroughly and persuasively. More used to addressing MPs, the business
community, students & school pupils, he might have expected a quiet night. But the audience
responded with many questions, revealing a real passion to promote and encourage youngsters of
today. The talk was "absorbing" said one of the audience. Indeed it was.
In the words of Peter Stocker, proposing a vote of thanks, "Engineers – your country needs you!"
Tony and Krys Cartwright
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
New members
We welcome to our Society
David Alexander

Mrs Elizabeth Matthews

Richard and Helen Alston

Robin and Hazel Fryer

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
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Geoff Renshaw 01926 770600

Clive Engwell 01926 420454
Marianne Pitts 01926 885532

Newsletter Distribution: Jo Clark
The Leamington Society is a registered charity. It is a member of the West Midlands Amenity Societies
Association. It exists to preserve the heritage and improve the character of Royal Leamington Spa and to
encourage high standards of planning and architecture
Charity No. 516078
Unless otherwise indicated, views expressed in these newsletters are the contributors’ own and not necessarily
the corporate view of the Society

SEE OVER FOR AGM AGENDA
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The
Leamington
Society

www.leamingtonsociety.org.uk
Formed in 1956
Reg Charity No 516078

February 2012

Notice is hereby given that the Fifty‐eighth Annual General Meeting of the Leamington Society will
be held on Thursday, 9th of May 2013, starting at 7.30, in ChristChurch, Priory Terrace, Leamington
Spa, CV31 1BA.
Richard Ashworth, Chairman

AGENDA

1. Apologies for absence
2. Minutes of the 57th Annual General Meeting held on Thursday 10th of May 2012
3. Matters arising from the Minutes not included elsewhere
4. To receive reports from the Chairman and Sub Committees
5. To receive the independently examined Accounts of the Society for 2012 ‐ 2013
6. Election of Officers:
Chairman, Vice Chairmen, Hon. Secretary, Hon. Treasurer
7. Election of four Committee Members
8. Election of Independent Examiner
9. Any other Business.

PLEASE NOTE: Nominations of candidates for Officers and Committee must be forwarded to the
Chairman not later than Thursday, 16th, April 2013. Any voting will be by Secret Ballot at the
Meeting.
Any motions for consideration at the meeting should also be received by this date. Nominations or
motions will not be accepted at the Meeting. Nomination forms may be obtained from the
Chairman.
If there is to be an election or if any motion is received, notice will be sent to members seven days
before the Annual General Meeting.

After the conclusion of formal business of the AGM we will break for refreshments after which Jef
Tuyn, will talk on The Royal Agricultural Society of England at Stoneleigh.
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