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Chairman's Notes

Talks and events

Public Inquiry into Coventry and Warwick Gateway
Last year the “Gateway” proposals for developments to the
north, west and south of Coventry airport and partly on the
Green Belt (see August 2013 newsletter), were “called in”
for a decision to be made by the Minister. This will follow a
public inquiry at Leamington Town Hall, sitting between 8th
April 2014 and 13th May 2014, mostly on Tuesdays and
Wednesdays. This lengthy inquiry indicates the scale and
importance attached to the application. For further details
contact the case officer rob.young@warwickdc.gov.uk
01926 456535.

Warwick Castle repairs; the
mysteries of lime mortar
Stafford Holmes
Tuesday, March 4th, 7.30
Lord Leycester Hospital, Warwick
Guided tour of ancient Coventry
Meet at Coventry Rail Station,
Wednesday, April 30th, 10.30
Tour by guide Roger Bailey
Lunch at Herbert Museum after tour

Dining out to the rescue?
Livery Street has struggled as a would‐be trendy new
shopping street and it is no surprise that the owners have
had second thoughts. Apparently the cafés and restaurants
did better business than the shops. So they recently applied
to convert the whole street to dining (including change of
use for 11 former retail units). This change is contrary to
existing District policy, but officers recommended the plan
to enhance the viability of the town centre.
The residents of Regents Court flats raised objections,
especially to increased noise. As a result, conditions were
set on outside dining hours and late night movement of
tables and chairs. After considerable debate, and with
further added conditions, this major application was granted
by the Planning Committee.

AGM
followed by refreshments from
Aubrey Allen, and then a talk on

Meat
by Russell Allen
Thursday, May 8th, 7.00
ChristChurch,
Priory Terrace, CV31 1BA

Leamington Society Awards, 2014
Thursday, July 10th, 7.15 for 7.30
Conference Centre, Dormer Place

As an observer, one could not help wondering how many
competing rows of themed restaurants Leamington will wish
to sample. Once or twice, maybe, but keeping them all in business for years to come?
A Pre‐Determined Push for Growth

In 2011 our District Council's initial consultation on a new local Plan asked us about levels of growth.
By a clear majority local residents opted for only modest growth. But the council then said “No
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you've got it wrong – we have to go for higher growth”. They argued that this would create income
for schools, roads and other services; and more significantly that the higher growth scenario was the
only one that government would accept as a sound plan. All this was accompanied by a repeated
mantra that Plans must be based on robust evidence.
In our November newsletter, I drew attention to an October Planning Forum at which differing
calculations of Warwick District’s 5 year Housing Land Supply were presented. Since then our Vice
Chairman Geoff Renshaw had been looking long and hard at the statistical models on which local
housing needs are being projected. In December our committee agreed unanimously that this work
be sent to all District councillors and senior officers. We are indebted to Geoff for his eight pages of
detailed analysis and to Marianne Pitts for a one page summary, listing the key issues. If pushed for
a single word on this, I would say the evidence is fragile, or at best uncertain.
The Council is clearly in a difficult position, forced to commit to plans up to 2029 with only a cloudy
crystal ball to guide them. On 20th February, Chris Elliott (chief executive of WDC) convened a Local
Plan Forum as a prelude to the Council's 23rd April meeting to vote on a Draft Local Plan. He e‐
mailed the councillors attending the forum to listen rather than speak, to avoid the appearance of
“pre‐determination” before the vote. This Forum was chaired by Cllr Andrew Mobbs, as Council
leader, and he offered an open and wide ranging exchange of questions and comment – much of it
indeed robust. WDC senior officers provided the detail. It is clear that the agenda is driven by huge
pressure from government, and that inspectors insist on a steady increase in housing numbers.
There have been some small adjustments, such an increase from 5 to 8% for canalside and
brownfield sites, but no significant shift in the scale of new housing sites planned south of Warwick
and Leamington.
Winding up, Cllr Mobbs assured us that councillors (and not officers) would make the decisions and
he concluded with a clear statement that he was for growth – which seemed to sum up the essential
truth of the process. The Council have been selective in choosing the higher numbers from the
extremely variable evidence available – an ongoing process of pre‐determination – jumping ever
higher to clear the assumed hurdles of the government inspectorate.
Richard Ashworth
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Coming talks: For venues and times see front page of this Newsletter
Warwick Castle Repairs: the mysteries of lime mortar
Joint Meeting Warwick and Leamington Societies:
In this illustrated talk Stafford Holmes will describe building limes and their diversity. The
remarkable geology of the British Isles provides a variety of building materials, which have been
used in this country for thousands of years and are one of the major factors contributing to the
delight of our historic buildings.
Unlike many modern materials which are mechanically produced on an industrial scale, building
materials used in the past were closely related to the original natural material from which they were
fashioned by hand. Building limes are one of these but are now replaced by Portland Cement.
There are ecological and sustainable benefits to using lime. This has led to a lime revival over the
last four decades: a slow but growing process which has run parallel to the use of lime for repairs at
Warwick Castle. The talk ends with illustrations of some of these repairs.
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Guided Tour of Coventry
Roger Bailey, our Blue Cross Guide for the tour, says “If you come to visit the city with open eyes, I
will show you a Coventry that you had no idea existed, it has indeed shaped the World in many
ways, and will be an unexpected surprise.”
AGM
After the formal business followed by refreshments from the town’s multi award winning butchers
Aubrey Allen, Russell Allen will speak on Meat
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
The fate of the Royal Pump Rooms
The Courier has reported the WDC is considering alarming possibilities for the Pump Room: charging
admission to the Museum; moving the Art Gallery and Museum somewhere else and even selling
the building.
The four most recent exhibitions at the gallery


Going for Gold: celebrating local sporting life



Through our Hands: local craftsmen and women



This Green and Pleasant Land : local landscape painting



British International Miniprints

have all received comments in the Visitors book,
not only from local visitors, as you would expect
but also from Americans, Canadians, Australians,
Japanese, Dutch, French, Italians and even one
Syrian from Homs. Over 100 approving comments
per show, on average, and this excludes the
current wonderful Carpanini exhibition, which we
urge you to visit. Most visitors leave without
writing so the number of visitors must be multiples
of the recorded comments.
The Museum staff are doing well and should be
congratulated and encouraged.

Art Gallery

If you want to oppose any of the above proposals sign a local electronic petition:
http://estates3.warwickdc.gov.uk/cmis/Petitions.aspx
Marianne Pitts
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Leamington town centre
There is no doubt about the sad state of the centres of towns and cities up and down the country.
About 14% of shops are closed and boarded up making for depressing streets which in turn
encourages vandalism. The levels of household debt, mainly through mortgages, will be aggravated
by the eventual rise of interest rates adding to the plight of high street retailers and their landlords.
Fortunately we have not suffered much vandalism in Leamington.
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There have been numerous reports over the last eight years suggesting ways to improve the
situation. In the beginning the reports focussed on how to bring shoppers back to our streets –
shopping malls … . We had Mary Portas’ recommendations, then counter views by Bill Grimsey
followed by those of Mike Williams. A common feature of all these reports was their tendency to
prescribe a common set of recommendations for all towns.
We have also had the sequence of reports
from Javelin that emphasised how the
nation’s shopping habits are changing with
the convenience of ordering via the internet,
whether from home or via the smart phone
or tablet, and the convenience of click and
collect. Major retailers are reporting an ever
increasing proportion of their sales being
online. The power of the internet causes
everything in its wake to change fast; the
retailing scene is no different.
It was recently estimated by Jones Lang
Royal Pump Rooms
LaSalle Property that nearly 80% of retail
leases will expire within the next five years.
Retailers will then be able to vacate any unprofitable retail outlet without penalty.
Now, in January 2014, we have a report from APSE (Association for Public Service Excellence). This
argues that chasing the rebirth of town centres by trying to revitalise shopping is the wrong
approach. Instead APSE recommends that local authority should:


“Use assets as hubs for service delivery.



“Promote the historical importance of town centre assets.



“Embed the regenerative potential of assets into core strategy.



“Use local authority assets for employment and economic gain.



“Develop partnership and investment vehicles.



“Measure and promote the economic importance of assets.


“Create 'meanwhile' uses for
vacant assets.



“Use public realm
improvements.



“Think town centre for new
administrative buildings.



“Develop a cross‐public sector
comprehensive asset register.”

Of these ten recommendations two
stand out for WDC and Leamington. The
second bullet point relates to the Pump
Rooms; of course their net costs must
be minimised by maximising their

Town Hall
Roger Charters
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revenues, and not by selling a core historical asset which is central to the life of the town. The
penultimate recommendation above is to have more administration in the town centre. We are told
Riverside House is too large for WDC, and the land is well suited for much needed housing. The
Town Hall used to be the centre of the town’s administration; there will be undoubted costs of
making it fit for purpose but there will be considerable advantages of increasing the number of
people working in the town centre.
Finally why cannot a use be found for the Royal Spa Centre? This is another insufficiently used local
asset.
The Leamington Society is not criticising the efforts of the council in keeping a tight rein on the
district’s finances. Selling our crown jewels is a step too far.
Archie Pitts
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Pump Rooms Garden bid – success at Round 1
Last August the Friends of the Pump Room Gardens, working in partnership with WDC, submitted a
bid to the Heritage Lottery Fund for a grant for a major restoration of the gardens. This would cost a
little over £1 million.
Competition for HLF money is intense and our application was judged with others from across the
country. We were therefore delighted when HLF announced last month that we were through
Round 1. HLF will now give the partnership £49,000 to prepare detailed plans of what is involved in
the project. This is a wonderful way to start the bicentenary year of the first opening of the gardens.
This shows that HLF believes that not only the PRG are worthy of heritage restoration, i.e. to the
highest standard, but also that it is prepared to contribute a significant towards the next step. While
this money will be administered by WDC –
as required by HLF – the planning will be
done in partnership with the Friends.
The project will include areas like the
bandstand; waterlogging; drains; paths;
York Bridge and its approaches; trees;
seating; planting. So, while £49,000 may
seem a large sum to spend on planning, it
will cover up to a dozen distinct
categories.
Some of these will be
particularly difficult; we know that our
local councillors were lamenting the
waterlogging in 1876.

The bandstand in happier days

Moreover, at 5% of the total cost, it is a
small amount to ensure that the overall plans are prepared by the best consultants. We shall need
professionally qualified Landscape Architect, quantity surveyor, structural engineer, hydrologist,
architect, a project manager and so on.
HLF also require realistic proposals for new uses of the gardens by the community, so more formal
and informal events in the gardens. We are in discussions with local schools and local churches,
Leamington Looks Back, BID Leamington and other groups about a number of possibilities. A fully
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restored bandstand will provide a significant attraction for events. The Heritage Learning section of
Warwickshire County Council is our partner in this component of the project.
The Round 1 bid (nearly 100 pages) took nine months to prepare; this was done on the initiative of
the Friends with the assistance of an external consultant whom the Friends commissioned. After
submission it took four months for HLF to evaluate the bid. Round 2 will take at least as long.
As part of the Round 2 bid to HLF, the Friends are committed to raising £30,000 in matched funds.
At the moment we are seeking pledges that will be redeemed when, and only when, all the money
needed has been raised and the project is about to start. When it wound up last year CLARA (the
Central Leamington Residents’ Association) donated its residual funds of £1,500 to the project
(specifically for the restoration of the bandstand); the Leamington Society has pledged £2,000. We
are very grateful to all others who have already pledged but we have some way to go.
Provided the Round 2 bid succeeds and the HLF funding of £900,000 is granted, with the Friends and
RLSBCT together contributing £100,000, we will achieve £1 million restoration of the PRG for
£100,000 from Warwick District Council. This is a remarkably good return for the local tax payer as
well as for residents and visitors to the town.
A pledge leaflet is enclosed, or one can be downloaded from the society website.
Archie Pitts, Chairman, the Friends of the Pump Room Gardens
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Patrick McAuslan, MBE
The recent death of Professor Patrick McAuslan has prompted us to consider how fortunate we have
been to have such an exceptional man living in our community.
Patrick played an important role in setting up the School of Law at Warwick University specializing in
planning and environmental law, and also served for several years as a councillor on Warwick District
Council.
However his key achievements were on the international stage. He worked for the United Nations
advising countries all over the world, and was made an MBE in 2001 for his services to Africa. He
assisted governments in the Middle East, the Far East and Eastern Europe right up to the time of his
death.
He was widely admired as a person of great ability and integrity, and the Society was grateful to him
when, a year ago, he found the time to talk to us about planning issues and the new localism bill,
and contributed to the last (November 2013) Newsletter. Patrick belonging to our Executive
Committee in the early 1970s before UN commitments forced him to resign and he remained a
member up to his death. His wife Dorrette, another valued member of the society, survives him
along with their daughter and grandson.
Margaret Begg
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Milverton Primary School
The head‐teacher of Milverton Primary School boasts that it “is a popular, over‐subscribed
community school”. As a result parents want to send their children there. Currently the school
operates one and half forms a year policy, except for the reception year which has two classes. So,
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after the first year, classes are overcrowded with a wide spread of ages among the pupils. Teaching
large classes with a wide age spread is difficult. To cope with this Warwickshire County Council,
which is responsible for education, is proposing to increase the intake in 2015 to two forms a year.
This will generate extra traffic from parents delivering and collecting their children in an area where
most residents only have on‐street parking. Moreover the narrow roads in the area are already
congested at the start and end of the school day. The school will need more parking for the extra
teachers and support staff that will be required. Local residents are nervous about the proposals.
Consultation has come late in the day; apparently the teachers – not even the head teacher – knew
about the proposals, leave alone being involved in any preliminary discussions. It is rumoured that
the first time the public came to know of the plans was after a recent WCC press release and the
start of a six week formal consultation.
Even the head was not informed
beforehand.
After the consultation a
recommendation will be put to the WCC
Executive. Any building considerations for
the existing elegant late Victorian school in
the Conservation Area will be determined
by the WCC planning process, not by the
usual WDC procedure.
There has been no public recognition by
WCC of the possibility of expanding either
Milverton Primary School
of the other primary schools in north
David Stowell
Leamington – Brockhurst (which has
extensive grounds, so room for expansion) or Lillington (a much less popular school in the eyes of
parents).
The increased enrolment will mean a two stream school instead of a largely single stream one, so
more class rooms and so more buildings. How will these additions affect the nature of the attractive
late 19th century buildings? We await the plans.
Archie Pitts
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Amendment to Constitution
In order that the society can fight to protect the interests and concerns of its members (for example,
the continued existence of the Leamington Art Gallery and Museum, Leamington Library, sports
facilities) the Executive Committee recommends a minor change to the Society’s Constitution.
Currently the Objects of the Society are:
“2. OBJECTS: The Society is established for the public benefit for the following purposes in the area
comprising the town of Royal Leamington Spa and its immediate environs which area shall
hereinafter be referred to as “the area of benefit”,
i) to promote high standards of planning and architecture in or affecting the area of benefit
ii) to stimulate public interest in the history, architecture and topography of the area of benefit
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iii) to secure the preservation, protection, development and improvement of features of historic or
public interest in the area of benefit”
It is proposed to change iii) to:
“iii) to secure the preservation, protection, development and improvement of features of general
public amenity or historic interest in the area of benefit.”
This amendment will be put to members for their consideration at our AGM, 8th May, 2014.
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Leamington Society awards 2014
Every two years this Society presents awards to
recognize achievements in improving the physical
environment in Leamington Spa in the preceding
two years, as long as they are readily visible to the
public.
Awards could be given for:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Restoration of a period building;
A new building or structure;
Improvement to a building;
A new or restored interior which has public
access;
A restored or new shop front;
A landscape, garden, park or planting;
A sculpture or work of art;
Any other visual improvement.

The Bill Gibbons Trophy goes to the private dwelling
that most impressed the judges.

14 Victoria Street, Award 2012
Roger Charters

Photographs of previous winners (since 2002) can be found on the Leamington Society website, as
well as a nomination form. Forms will also be available at Riverside House and the Town Hall.
Suggest any building etc. that you would like to see have an award. We accept nominations from
anyone, whether a member or not. Nominations must be submitted to Richard Ward (3 Bell Court,
The Maltings, Leamington Spa, CV32 5FH) by Sunday April 20th. The winners will be announced on
Thursday July 10th.
Richard Ward
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Society business and email communications: a small change
Over the past year or more many members with e‐mail accounts will have received regular
reminders of Society Talks, information about Society business and matters of interest to the
Society. These messages have been sent by me from my personal e‐mail account. The time has now
come to put this on a proper footing so that the provenance and authority of Society e‐mails is clear.
Members should note that all future communications about Leamington Society
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meetings/talks/business will come from a dedicated Society e‐mail account. Messages will continue
to be confined to matters of Society interest.
As before the addresses of members will be concealed; the list is confidential and will not be
revealed to any third party. The name of the new account is Leamington.Society@gmail.com.
Members may want to ensure that Society e‐mails are not consigned to their spam boxes. Please do
not reply to Society messages from this new address which will not be regularly monitored. All e‐
mail communications should be sent to the relevant committee member (see your Talks Programme
or consult the website for officers' e‐mail addresses).
If you use e‐mail but are not receiving messages from the Society then we do not have your e‐mail
address or an out‐dated or incorrect one. Let us have your latest address so we can add it to our list.
Just occasionally we have an urgent message to send to all members, like a last minute change of
venue or time for a meeting.
Gordon Fyfe
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Silicon Spa is much more than just playing games
Look up Silicon Spa on a search engine and games seem to be all there is, “Invest Warwickshire” lists
only gamers. But on December 10th attendees at Dormer Place were treated to a splendid
presentation from a different software company. John Cooke, founder and partner of Black Pepper
Software took us through the history of software development, and offered a hope, based upon
their practice, that programmes can achieve goals in a more predictable manner. As a graceful
tribute to the society, John included an explanation why so many software companies are based in
Leamington Spa: the excellent communications and the quality of life in the town.
Many of the attendees knew from their own experience that software projects had failed in the past.
John presented us with a cowboy image to represent the 60s and 70s “pioneering stage”, and,
though I am sure the blue suits from IBM, ICL and so on would not agree, I recall projects that were
over‐budget and under‐performing.
He then described the next great hope: software engineering. All would be well once the customer
had defined their needs; the architect had conceptualized the scheme; the analysts had defined the
components; the builders had built and the testers tested. After all this surely the product would
work … . Well, no, the customer couldn’t really know what they wanted, lots of things change during
the year or so of development, so the end result is way off what was hoped for.
John described AGILE software development, the basis of Black Pepper Software’s popularity with
such clients as Tui, Thomson and Trafigura. Involve the customer with the builders, keep the
documentation light, develop rapid small scale components, build trust, produce lots of small scale
components on the way to the big system. This is developing with learning, lots of cycles of Plan‐Do‐
Study‐Act, sharing its principles with the Japanese motor industry (where have we heard that
before?)
John shared his secrets of tendering, estimating and managing successful major programmes. Gold
dust for any service company manager, including this author. Thanks very much, all readers should
wish him well, and do take the chance to hear him if the opportunity occurs again.
Jan Gillett
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Smallpeice Trust and STEM
We were privileged to hear three men discuss the Smallpeice Trust and the importance of STEM
(Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) education with passion and commitment. The
men were Andrew Cave, Kevin Stenson (recently retired Chief Executive of the Trust and the new
Chief Executive) with Chris White MP and co‐chair Associate Parliamentary Manufacturing Group.
They defined good engineering as “Design and manufacture of high quality at the lowest cost” and
although the British have a proud reputation for just that, spanning three centuries, the cry of “Skills
Shortages” indicates that all is not well. Demand for these skills is expected to double by 2020.
What is to be done?
The Smallpeice Trust was founded as an educational trust by Cosby Smallpeice on the profits of a
precision lathe that he invented and manufactured in Coventry from 1929. This factory was
destroyed in the bombing of 1940 but production and development of better lathes and pneumatic
hoists elsewhere meant that his company was successfully floated in 1966. Cosby retired. He
founded the Smallpeice Trust with a portion of his wealth to encourage the young and able
(particularly girls) to train as engineers.
The aim is to promote interest in engineering. 16 is definitely too old to start persuading students
to specialise in Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics – we must start earlier.
Smallpeice offers one day in school STEM days and 3‐5 day STEM residential courses in universities
to young people from the age of 10‐18, with the help and support of professionals from industry.
Last year they addressed 20,000 students – and they are thinking of starting even younger – at 8.
Graduates of the courses are going into apprenticeships and university courses. For a staff of only
20 people in Holly House, Upper Holly Walk this is an impressive achievement and we thank them
for what they do.
Marianne Pitts
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Robert Dudley, Elizabeth I and the Kenilworth entertainment of 1575
The bare bones of the story of Elizabeth and Dudley, dramatic by nature and expertly fleshed out by
Dr Gillian White, are well known. It goes without saying the Elizabeth was a great woman, fluent in
six languages, intelligent out of the
library as well as in, vigorous and
courageous.

Kenilworth Castle as it might have looked in 1575
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But if we forget that historical
characters were made of flesh and
blood we are badly mistaken. They
had public lives but not alone in the
middle of the night. Then Elizabeth
must often have thought that the
mother she did not remember had
been executed by the father she
admired; that her youth had been
driven by shiftings of allegiance and
her life imperilled.

Marriage above all would have been unavoidably political. Years of anxiety must have confused and
numbed her. The incident, emphasized by Dr White, when for several days she seems to have
withdrawn into herself at Kenilworth, is telling. I can imagine her communing with herself,
exasperated by the “poetry” she has had to endure, the pinchbeck protestations of devotion, the
impertinent hints; longing to be free like other women to receive the embrace of child and husband.
A talk by Dr White has many virtues: her love of her subject; her ability to make herself heard and to
speak clearly and to the point. She sets thought rolling. The audience was double our usual
number.
Robin Taylor
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
New members
We welcome to our Society
Peter and Marjorie Jones
Gerry and Nanette Rooney
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

Chairman: Richard Ashworth, 32 Willes Road, CV31 1BN 01926 316703
Vice Chairmen: Archie Pitts, 4 Leam Terrace, CV31 1BB 01926 885532
Geoff Renshaw, 19 Willes Terrace, 01926 770600;
Hon. Secretary: Margaret Begg, The Garden House, Clarendon Crescent, CV32 5NR, 01926 423822
Hon. Treasurer: Tony Parsons, 14 Fairhurst Drive, CV32 6HX, 01926 338572
Other Committee Members:
Dorothy Clark 01926 315185

Clive Engwell 01926 420454

Rodney King 01926 334053

Marianne Pitts 01926 885532

Richard Ward (co‐opted) 01926 422750
Newsletter Distribution: Jo Clark
The Leamington Society is a registered charity. It is a member of the West Midlands Amenity Societies
Association and the National Organisation of Residents’ Associations. It exists to preserve the heritage and
improve the character of Royal Leamington Spa and to encourage high standards of planning and architecture
Charity No. 516078
Unless otherwise indicated, views expressed in these newsletters are the contributors’ own and not necessarily
the corporate view of the Society

SEE OVER FOR AGM AGENDA
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February 2014

Notice is hereby given that the Fifty‐eighth Annual General Meeting of the Leamington Society will
be held on Thursday, 8th of May 2014, starting at 7.00, in ChristChurch, Priory Terrace, Leamington
Spa, CV31 1BA.
Richard Ashworth, Chairman

AGENDA

1. Apologies for absence
2. Minutes of the 58th Annual General Meeting held on Thursday 9th of May 2013
3. Matters arising from the Minutes not included elsewhere
4. Amendment to Constitution
5. To receive reports from the Chairman and Sub Committees
6. To receive the independently examined Accounts of the Society for 2013 ‐ 2014
7. Election of Officers:
Chairman, Vice Chairmen, Hon. Secretary, Hon. Treasurer
8. Election of four Committee Members
9. Election of Independent Examiner
10. Any other Business.

PLEASE NOTE: Nominations of candidates for Officers and Committee must be forwarded to the
Chairman not later than Thursday, 17th, April 2014. Any voting will be by Secret Ballot at the
Meeting.
Any motions for consideration at the meeting should also be received by this date. Nominations or
motions will not be accepted at the Meeting. Nomination forms may be obtained from the
Chairman.
If there is to be an election or if any motion is received, notice will be sent to members seven days
before the Annual General Meeting.

After the conclusion of formal business of the AGM we will break for refreshments after which
Russell Allen (of Aubrey Allen), will talk on Meat.
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