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Talks and events

Back to the Drawing board at Riverside House?
Our District Council published its Draft Local Plan just over a
month ago, but already it has been overtaken by events, by
the publication on 29th May of the latest figures from the
ONS (Office of National Statistics).
For Warwick District, the ONS now projects a growth in
population 29% less than that assumed by WDC for the Draft
Plan.
The requirement for a local plan is to provide for
“Objectively assessed need”. Applying these figures to the
District's own model shows a need for 3,700 fewer homes
over the Plan period. This would save the Distract the need
to build three estates the size of Warwick Gates, or three
estates the size of Chase Meadows.
This has huge implications for the number and location of
designated building sites and also for the vexed issues of
road congestion and pollution, as well as schools and other
services.

Leamington Society Awards, 2014
Thursday, July 10th, 7.15 for 7.30
Conference Centre, Dormer Place

The first event after the summer
interval will be a talk
Richard III:
the King under the Car Park
by Mathew Morris
Archaeologist, University of Leicester
Thursday, September 18, 7.30
Conference Centre, Dormer Place

Details of this talk and the calendar of
all events for the coming year will be
included with the August Newsletter

Public statements by Council leaders and from senior
officers have reflected the apparent pressure on them from
developers, ministers and government planning inspectors to ramp up the numbers. We now see
that the Draft is not based on the best evidence and is unfit for the necessary Public Examination
before an inspector in its present form.

Another key element of pressure has been the requirement for a five year supply of available
building land, if the planning committee is to exercise control. The calculation of this land supply has
been a contested issue, while WDC officers have only recently recognised that it is time they looked
again at this. On the new ONS figures, the requirement for land must be substantially reduced. It is
very likely the District does have at least a 5 year supply. It's high time this was firmly established so
that the Council gets a better grip on applications to build here, there, and everywhere.
A New District HQ. Why Build it and Where?
Local authorities have been put under an intense funding squeeze, with year on year reductions by
central government, so of course they are looking for economies. The trouble is that a hasty, short
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term budgetary fix is often not for the best in the long term.
If Riverside House is larger than needed and expensive to run, perhaps a leaner, meaner HQ would
be a good bet. WDC owns a number of historic properties and several plots of land, offering a range
of choices. In 2011 they commissioned a consultant's report (EC Harris) to looks at the various pros
and cons and the financial implications over 25 years.
Over the next two years not much seemed to happen but suddenly in 2014 there was a push to
commit to a new HQ on the open space by the Spa Centre. This is to be handled by a public/private
partnership, on confidential terms, and to a frantic timetable. What are the financial terms hidden
from public view? Is the community prepared to sacrifice a valued open space on the altar of
“profits”, and for whose benefit?
Marianne Pitts writes at greater length in this Newsletter on some of the issues involved.
Awards to two Leamington Society members
Before stepping down as Royal Leamington Spa Mayor for 2013‐14, Cllr Judith Clarke presented
awards to five local residents who have done much for the people of the town, all in a voluntary
capacity. Two are members of this Society.
Alan Griffin is well known for his expert knowledge of local history and has written extensively about
it. He was Chairman of the Leamington History Group.
Mike Wilkinson is a past President of the Rotary Club of Royal Leamington Spa, raising money for
numerous humanitarian causes. Mike continues to be a regular volunteer at the Leamington and
Warwick District Citizens Advice Bureau.
Congratulations to both.
Bath Place Community Venture
It is sad to learn of yet another setback for BPCV. The County Council Cabinet recently decided not
to continue with negotiations to help BPCV re‐establish itself at Bath Place. This decision has been
“called‐in”, i.e. reviewed, and will be reconsidered at a special meeting of the WCC. A final decision
is still awaited; it is expected soon.
The work that BPCV volunteers do for the needy of Leamington is well respected in the community.
The hand‐to‐mouth existence of the group since the fire in 2008 is not yet resolved, making it
difficult for the community group to do its work.
Richard Ashworth
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Final event of year
Our last event is the presentation of our Biennial Awards: on Thursday July 10th. Details are on the
front page of the Newsletter. All members are invited and will be most welcome. Light
refreshments will be served, but please tell Richard Ward (3 Bell Court, The Maltings, Leamington
Spa, CV32 5FH or RichardWard404@googlemail.com) one week in advance if you intend to come so
we will have sufficient food and drink.
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
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The Local Plan
The Local Plan was always going to be contentious. That was clear at the Localism Bill / NPPF talk
given by Ian Dove QC to the Leamington Society last September.
In essence, the Plan is about establishing and meeting the need for housing, employment and every
facet of civic life in Warwick and Leamington. Clearly, we will need more housing, if only to address
the dramatic loss of affordable housing stock. But how many homes, what type and where? Will the
housing areas be true communities for young and old across the socio‐demographic spectrum? Will
developers really build 40% affordable housing (including 15% social housing) or pay‐off the District
Council and leave them the task of building them (if at all)? And why can't we be more ambitious in
terms of future‐proofing homes, making them zero carbon/ low energy dwellings whereby the cost
of living is significantly reduced by negligible fuel bills?
My concerns are many. Firstly, I don't think we need to resort to garden suburbs and use up
valuable agricultural land on the scale proposed. Secondly, it lies in the belief that we will be left
with engineered ghettoes: 4‐5 bed executive homes on greenfield estates and social housing on
brownfield land. In this respect, the District Council, in deciding to move from Riverside House,
should ensure that any residential housing built on the Milverton Hill site includes both affordable
and social housing by way of example / principle. The communities must be all‐inclusive. But I also
fear that the affordable housing quotient of 40% is, whilst a national objective, too low. I also feel
that the level 3 (Code for Sustainable Homes) is nowhere near ambitious enough and that we, as a
community, should be raising the bar and demanding the top level.
In addition, many believe that the urgent need for a plan (to stop a developers' free‐for‐all) has not
allowed thorough consideration of other needs, from education to health provision. In this respect, a
Local Plan should surely be a masterplan, fully modelled with environmental, social and transport
impacts calculated and minimised to ensure that the existing amenity is maintained or, hopefully,
improved. With regard to air quality, it is disappointing that it is being proposed to give 'packs' to
residents recommending alternatives to the car and that this is viewed as a reasonable action aimed
at mitigating the problem. If the level of air quality is already below World Health Organisation
(WHO) 'safe' in two areas of the District then surely we should be working to reduce the problem,
not add to it.
Many people now talk about a sustainable plan but the term seems to be becoming devalued
through overuse. Personally, I have grave concerns about the true sustainability of this plan.
Perhaps the planners have looked too closely at the solution and not enough at the wider challenge.
But then, to be fair, they were always going to be constrained by the Localism Bill and the NPPF.
Matt Western, Leamington Willes ward County Councillor
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
WDC is on the move to save money …
…. and to our astonishment, the latest plan is to build on the highly rated green space in front of the
Spa Centre (with no mention of Rosefield Street car park next door). WDC reckons it needs 25,000
square feet of space and that this will cost £7 million, in round numbers. [All quotes come from
Reports to the Executive in March and May.]
WDC has formed a Limited Liability Partnership. Details are not disclosed, although searches on the
web reveal something about the partner: PSP (Public Sector plc) is a property investment and
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facilitation company for the public sector funded jointly by the William Pears Group and the Winston
Group (who have two directors in common with PSP). PSP will fund the design of this project, to the
tune of £674,000, in exchange for some
share of profits from the site (will the
council pay rent?), unless the project fails,
when costs will be treated “differently” –
how differently is commercially sensitive
and secret.
Riverside House site and Court Street car
park will be sold for housing development
and the money used to finance the project.
WDC describes this plan as “capital cost
neutral” without explaining what that
Green open space outside Royal Spa Centre
means. Selling the valuable building sites at
Riverside House and Court Street will raise capital – so perhaps WDC are assuming their new HQ will be
as valuable as the land sold? And the value of the proposed Spa Centre green site is implicitly set at
zero: “a low value (in financial terms) area of amenity land”. It would be worth a lot in the unlikely
event of its being sold on the open market with planning permission for building.
Timetable
The proposed schedule is incredible: the brief and design for the new building will be created in
parallel, rather than in sequence; by the end of July 2014 both will be completed. WDC expect to
appoint a building contractor by the end of 2014; achieve planning permission by January 2015;
building to start April 2015; to move In August 2016. They hope to save £300,000 annually in overhead
costs (almost £1,000 per day!), which may explain the rush.
EC Harris consultation
In 2011 WDC commissioned a report from EC Harris on the best use of major council‐owned assets,
which is not cited and has been ignored. ECH alternatives included the sale / development of Bedford
Street and / or Packington Place car parks and the development of Spencers Yard and /or Town Hall.
From 2012‐4 WDC planned to relocate to Court Street to regenerate Old Town. Housing on Court
Street is now thought to be better. The sale of Riverside House site and / or Court Street will raise
capital for the move but these sales are not contingent on the current plan and should be considered
independently and separately.
Alternative strategies
“A number of alternative locations have therefore been appraised” – but not many: EC Harris’ for
example.
WDC discussed the possibility of staying in Riverside House and letting the surplus space and rejected
this on the grounds that “we had been advertising available space within Riverside House for a period
of years without success and current market assessments are that “there is no current demand for
office space in the town” (emphasis added). If this is true, there must be many landlords seeking to let
office space at favourable rates.
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In a time of great uncertainty (a General Election due in 2015 / the possibility of a unitary authority
(which the WDC Reports explicitly acknowledge as a possibility) / New Ways of Working requiring less
office space) building a £7 million new office is imprudent.
Has the alternative strategy of renting surplus office space in the town centre even been considered?
Leamington Town Hall
Why not move WDC back into Leamington Town Hall? At the moment it is a white elephant.
WDC’s stated aim is to “assist the Council to make better use of other assets: the Town Hall and Spa
Centre” but the only specific mention of the Town is a proposal to “remove its governance functions
from the Town Hall” (so hold council meetings somewhere else). If they do, what is to become of the
Town Hall? It may not be big enough to house the council’s entire workforce but there are other
buildings nearby where backroom staff could work.
The conversion of the Old Library into highly desirable flats shows what can be done with old buildings.
Why not ask a (preferably local) architect to sketch ideas for dividing up the large volumes with
mezzanines, bringing the attics into use and extending into the ill‐used car park area at the back, to
make a modern Town Hall out of an historic building?
£7 million might pay for structural repairs and alterations, BREAM insulation and ICT installations.
We fear the cost of £7 million for a new HQ will be an underestimate and the annual savings
(£365,000) will an overestimate. Rushed decisions are often a mistake and this would be a serious one.
Marianne Pitts
The leader of the Council Cllr Andrew Mobbs invites anyone who opposes the scheme to write to
their District Councillors.
Mention any of the factors discussed above, or any other factors that you think important.
But please write immediately, preferably using your own words, as the councillors are actively
discussing the matter ahead of the full Council meeting on June 25th

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
A new application
Meanwhile an application W/14/0664 has
been received to demolish 13 Newbold Terrace
which overlooks the green in front of the Spa
Centre and replace it with a six floor block of
nine apartments overlooking Jefferson [sic]
Gardens. These will have three bedrooms
each. From the location and the design these
are aimed at the top end of the housing
market.

13 Newbold Terrace

5

Views of new building from Jephson Gardens and from Newbold Street
Should this application be welcomed, because it replaces a 1930s house which is incongruous to the
original Regency style of Newbold Terrace with an innovative modern style, while increasing the
number of homes on the site nine fold, or should it be likened to an ocean going cruise liner beached
alongside Jephson Gardens?

The new 6+ floor block of flats alongside the Regency villas
The Design and Access Statement says “The application design offers a high quality contemporary
solution to the redevelopment of the existing site. The design would offer a positive solution to this
corner location and makes the very best use of the views available over Jefferson Garden which
follows the pattern of all of the buildings in this section of Newbold Terraces. The proposed building
sits well on the corner and within the local area and the streetscape.”
Will the Planning Committee agree?
Archie Pitts
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
AGM 2014
The 59th AGM was held at Christchurch, Priory Terrace on Thursday 8th, May 2014. Our chairman
welcomed over 40 members.
Apologies were received; the minutes of the previous AGM were accepted and signed.
The Chairman’s Report and Sub‐Committee Reports, which had been circulated, were then
presented. The Chairman warmly thanked the executive committee members and the sub‐
committees for their support and hard work during the year, as well as numerous other members,
such as our newsletter deliverers.
The Treasurer reported a continuing healthy financial position.
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The Chairman’s Report and

Committee Reports were adopted. Copies are available from the Chairman. A minor amendment to
our Constitution was approved. This will modify Para.2 Objects (iii) to now read “iii) to secure the
preservation, protection, development and improvement of features of general public amenity or
historic interest in the area of benefit.” The sentence previously read “iii) to secure the
preservation, protection, development and improvement of features of historic or public interest in
the area of benefit.”
Nominations for Leamington Society
Neither the Vice Chairman Archie Pitts nor the Treasurer Tony Parsons would be standing for re‐
election.
Officers for 2014‐15:
Chairman: Richard Ashworth
Hon. Secretary: Margaret Begg

Vice‐Chairmen: Marianne Pitts, Geoff Renshaw
Hon. Treasurer: Clive Engwell

Executive Committee for 2014‐2015:
Dorothy Clark, Rodney King, Jef Tuyn, Richard Ward
As there were no other nominations, these were unanimously declared elected.
Paul Edwards agreed to continue to serve as our Planning Representative on the Conservation Area
Forum (CAF). Archie Pitts agreed to remain on the committee in the ex‐officio role as immediate
past chairman. It was proposed that Ian Salvin be re‐appointed as Independent Examiner. A
unanimous vote of thanks was carried for his meticulous work in examining the accounts for 2013‐
14.
At the conclusion of the AGM, Richard Ashworth warmly thanked
all members for their work on behalf of the Society

Royal Warrant Granted by Her
Majesty the Queen 2013

Richard Ashworth was enthusiastically thanked for all his work.
There was a break to enjoy the canapés generously donated by
Aubrey Allen, holder of Royal Warrant to Her Majesty the Queen
since last year.
After the break there was an engrossing talk on Meat, given by
Russell Allen, grandson of founder Audrey Allen.
Russell described how meat should be prepared for consumption, explained all the signs to look for
when selecting the best cuts – which do not have to be the most expensive. There were warnings of
the stratagems used by supermarkets to confuse and potentially mislead customers. Russell was
supported by Simon Kelly who gave a virtuoso display of butchery.
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
A new life for the Ford foundry site
Since 1959 Vitsœ has made the furniture of the German industrial designer, Dieter Rams, who was
also the former head of design at Braun, the German electrical products company. In 1995 we
relocated Vitsœ and its production from Germany to the UK, since when our production building has
been based in London. But Vitsœ’s ability to continue to grow in London has now exceeded its limit.
A search for a new home has been underway for a while.
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After giving evidence to a House of Lords' committee in January 2013 on “re‐shoring" manufacturing
to the UK – and a discussion around the importance of industrial clusters – Warwick and
Leamington’s MP, Chris White, approached me to recommend a visit to his constituency. My
response was that we did not want to look at sites, we wanted to meet the community. After all,
people are more important than buildings.
Subsequent visits convinced me and my Vitsœ
colleagues that this community had much to offer.
Moreover a rich industrial and cultural heritage was
to be found around almost every corner. There
were the practical factors, too: excellent road and
rail connections; a central location amidst Vitsœ’s
supply chain; and distinguished Georgian and
Victorian architecture combined with visionary
town‐planning. There were good schools, colleges
and universities wherever we looked. Quickly we
were assessing sites – led by a most professional
team from Warwick District Council.
Fast‐forward a year and we have managed to buy –
financed by a bond from our customers – the
Royal Leamington Spa at centre of
remaining 3.3 acres of the Ford foundry site next to
Vitsoe’s suppliers
Morrison’s. This summer we will submit a planning
application to build the first phase of a modest,
low‐energy, expandable building. Here we will produce our furniture to send directly to our
customers around the world (exports topped 60% in 2013).
Much hard work lies ahead but we hope that our prominent location in Royal Leamington Spa will
help enthuse the next generation that we really can design and make the best in Britain for global
markets. In the meantime, we thank you sincerely for your warm welcome.
Mark Adams, Managing Director of Vitsoe
www.vitsoe.com
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Lyndon F Cave
Lyndon Cave, better known to all as Toby Cave, died on 12th May at the age of 90. He was a man of
many interests. He came to Leamington from Cheltenham in the 1950s and practiced as an architect
working. His special interest was in the historic buildings of our town and area. He had joined this
society in 1961 and was Chairman 1963 to 1966. During this period he fought hard to prevent the
then local authority demolishing Leamington Town Hall.
He wrote two well‐regarded books on the history of Leamington, was instrumental in founding the
Warwickshire Industrial Archaeological Society (WIAS), eventually becoming its president. Toby was
a long standing and active member of the Warwick District Council Conservation Area Advisory
Forum which comments on planning applications relating to the conservation area of the district. He
was an active member of the Central Leamington Residents Association (CLARA) and in the
Leamington History Group, attending their meetings until recently. In short he gave his all to

8

everything in which he was involved.
So not surprisingly he was always willing to give advice and encouragement to anyone seeking help
on local historical maters. Toby will be much missed by all who knew him and was highly respected
for what he gave to our community.
A memorial service will be held in Leamington later.
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Mission accomplished!
Leamington Post Office achieved Grade II listing on 18 March 2014. English Heritage said
“The Former Post Office and Royal Mail offices make a strong architectural contribution to the
centre of Royal Leamington Spa, and despite alterations, do retain several internal features which
contribute to our understanding of the buildings’ function and plan form. It is a good example of a
late‐C19 general post office with later additions, and fully merits listing.”

The 1970s sorting hall and vehicle depot are excluded. The main factors in its favour were the
building’s group value – its contribution to the surrounding area – and the recent interest of EH in
purpose‐built Post Offices.
The building belongs to Royal Mail and is leased to the Post Office till 2019. Only the ground floor is
to let at the moment, which is a pity: the whole building might make a suitable new site for Warwick
District Council.
Marianne Pitts
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Pump Rooms Garden bid
Synopsis of progress to date:


Last December five bids from West Midlands to the Parks
for People scheme (with upper limit of £5 million on bids)
of the Heritage Lottery Fund went through to be judged
alongside all entries from England and Wales.



The PRG project was the only one of the five to pass
Round 1; and moreover pass with no provisos or reservations.



The bid is now at the Round 2 stage; from the outside it may look as if nothing is happening. In
reality it is more like the proverbial swan with a great deal happening underneath.



The Round 1 pass by HLF came with advance funding of £48,800 to enable the partnership of
WDC and the Friends of the PRG to prepare fully detailed studies of what is needed to restore
the Pump Room Gardens, and also establish how they can be used for more events, and the
associated costings. The total cost of all the works is likely to be about £1 million.



The Friends are committed to raising £100,000 matched funding, of which we already have
£85,000, thanks largely to an extremely generous pledge from Royal Leamington Spa Building
Conservation Trust of £50,000. The contribution by the RLSBCT is specifically for the restoration
of the bandstand; as this is the focal point of the gardens it must be at the heart of the project.



WDC has also pledged £100,000, so the local authority and the community will together be
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contributing £200,000 in all, provided the HLF grant us £850,000 (the remainder of the money
needed for the restoration).
To sum up, the Friends have to raise the last £15,000 in pledges; these will not be called unless all
the money is in place and the project is ready to start. So please keep the pledges rolling in.
Archie Pitts, Chairman, the Friends of the Pump Room Gardens
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Leamington Looks Back 2014
The Leamington Looks Back festival is now in its third year, and runs from June 21st to 6th July.
Most of the numerous events are free due to sponsorship by various bodies, including the
Leamington Society and the Friends of the Pump Room Gardens. The organisers Anne Warren and
Jenny St John must be congratulated on arranging such a large variety of events.
Pick up a Leamington Look Back brochure or see www.leamingtonlooksback.co.uk.
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Modern houses
It is a sign of the times in which we currently live that the term "affordable housing" is an aspiration
applied in part to every new development yet it is also an excuse to throw up rashes of cloned,
architecturally uninspiring little brick boxes.
We are fortunate to live in an area surrounded by architectural gems. These were classed as
'affordable homes' to those wishing to own a house in times gone by. Many were built of basic brick
covered with inexpensive white painted stucco, rather than the more desirable stone, allowing
developers to incorporate individualised decorative touches at relatively little cost. But not enough
thought is given to the fact that homes built today will also still be here in a hundred or so more
years’ time. This is our legacy to future generations.
Surely it can’t be rocket science for those with artistic talent to view the potential of new
developments as an opportunity to show flair without breaking the budget given the availability of
new and innovative construction materials, computer modelling and eco requirements? Or are
developers and planners in the complacent position of serving a desperate market of buyers
prepared accept old and familiar ‘designs’ just to get a roof above their head? We enjoy having our
historic houses but what pleasure will people get in 100 years’ time from those we throw up today?
Very little I suspect.
I therefore urge the Leamington Society to use its influence with local developers and planners to
encourage innovation in design before we are surrounded solely by little plain brick boxes and large
bluff blocks of flats, and introduce an annual award targeted at the architectural merit of so called
‘affordable housing’ developments. People should aspire to own a modern, new, well designed
affordable home, not buy a box solely as a ‘leg up’ to something better, particularly as more people
continue to live alone and many couples are having fewer or no children.
Serious attention must be paid to the future design of our area if it is to remain admired by others.
Residents adjacent to prospective developments should welcome the prospect of something
attractive nearby, which should also make the planning process less painful. It is not good enough to
plan the odd green area with a few trees surrounding a mass of little boxes and blocks of flats and
call it a ‘garden suburb’. We have the capacity to love new buildings but this is lost when it comes to
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small homes. Surely the time has come for planners, architects and developers to discover the true
power of their imagination? We can do this if all interested parties are prepared to give it a go.
Anne Piper
For some examples of good innovative modern housing developments see www.hdawards.org and
go to Shortlisted Schemes (for 2014). See also the shortlisted schemes for earlier years in the
Awards Archive.
Thanks to Richard Ward for the reference to the Housing Design Awards website
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Railway matters
Network Rail has installed new energy efficient lighting along the length of both platforms at
Leamington Station to exactly mirror the original lighting at the station. These changes are widely
admired by the travelling public. Congratulations to Network Rail.

…..
Lighting at Leamington station in 1939 and in 2014
A pedestrian access ramp from the station forecourt to Old Warwick Road and the bus stops has
now been completed. This will eliminate the need for pedestrians to share the narrow vehicular
access to the station.
Rail passenger traffic is rising across the country, and particularly for Chiltern Railways which boasts
an 8% increase over the last year. Chiltern Railways reports that it is regularly near the top, if not at
the top, of the ratings tables for punctuality of its
services and satisfactions of its travellers.
The Friends of Leamington Station have designed
and installed decorative panels for the blank
windows at the ex‐telegraph lobby on Platform 2.
The Friends continue to maintain the gardens at the
station in tip‐top condition. This is a magnificent
effort by all the volunteers who work there each
week. New volunteers are always welcome.
Archie Pitts
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The Old Library and Art Gallery
On the advice of one of my teachers at Clapham Terrace I joined the library when, I think, I was
eight. There by chance I discovered the ancient gods and the wild animals of Africa. There I
borrowed novel after novel by Rider Haggard and Zane Grey, and only a few months ago I saw that
“Riders of the Purple Sage” had become an Oxford Classic. I bought it and enjoyed it again.
If I had had my way the old library and the old art gallery would have served the purpose they were
built for until Doomsday, but since the golden age is past I was pleased to be included in the party
taken by TAG properties round the new dwellings they have created.
TAG,
you
remember,
were
responsible for the superlative
renovation of the Royal Terrace, and
they have done themselves credit
again. I cannot imagine a conversion
more sympathetic. The pleasure
they take in fine buildings, the
quality of detail they expect, speak
for themselves. The lovely bricks of
the exterior (made by the
Leamington Brick Company) have
been cleaned by hand, not sand
blasted. The lanterns on the roof, as
alluring a feature as you will find on
Old Library, with its façade as fine as ever
a skyline, are as good as new. In the
©Roger Charters
courtyard a statue of a young
woman, svelte, book in hand, joyful, humane, is a very long way from the curt nod to “art” so
depressingly familiar. Inside the rooms everything, new or old, is harmonious: furniture modern but
discreet, silky wooden banisters that demand to be touched, the original stained glass in the
windows, the original radiators retained to add to the underfloor heating if needed, the columns of
the floor‐lamps constructed from “blocks” of out‐of‐date French magazines obtained, I like to think,
from the bouquinistes along the Seine.
TAG are proud of what they do and they should be.
Robin Taylor
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Binswood Hall, now Audley retirement homes, Leamington
The first phase of converting a fine old Grade II* listed building, Binswood Hall, no longer suitable for
its original purpose as a school or more recently as a sixth form college, into something which is
already much appreciated, is now complete. The work was carried out by the builders Wates.
The conversion is aimed at 55+ year old residents. The style is comfortable, even luxurious. With an
aging population, it is easy to see why this venture should be successful. Phase 1, now completed,
provides thirty homes. Phase 2 will restore and convert the remaining Victorian buildings, while the
last phase will provide a new block behind the main hall, backing onto Lillington Road. Ultimately
there will be up to 90 homes in all.
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Architect Martin Cummins – an old boy of the school – has done a beautiful job of seamlessly joining
new buildings to old. Only careful
inspection reveals which parts are
new and which old. Mr Cummins
and his team are to be
congratulated on their skilful
work. We like to think that Daniel
Goodman Squirhill, the original
architect of the 1848 building,
would be impressed.
How lucky we are in Leamington
to have Audley Retirement Homes
doing such fantastic work and
putting new life into this tired
building.

Supreme restoration of a fine façade
©Roger Charters

Archie Pitts

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
HB Dunn’s the Chemist
Dunn’s of Regent Street since 1826 is no more. Leamingtonians who took pleasure in having their

Inside the dispensary with the pestle
prescriptions made up at a pharmacy of nearly 200
years standing will miss the old‐world experience of
the shop and its fittings like the wooden pestle in the
middle of the waiting area.
The owner of the premises tells the Leamington
Society that he is extremely disappointed that the
lessee chose to close the pharmacy in Regent Street
and reopen (under the same name) in an
architecturally nondescript modern building in
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Oxford Street opposite the Sherborne surgery. Apparently the lessee was offered reduced rental if
he would stay in Regents Street, but declined.
Sad.
Archie Pitts
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Is Dracula still living in Leamington?
Or does Miss Havisham live here? The
house at 66 Upper Holly Walk has become
progressively more overgrown, no doubt to
the distress of neighbours. Its decline is
particularly sad because the beauty of its
Regency architecture remains.
The
Leamington Society is delighted that it has
just been bought by TAG Exclusive
Properties. TAG carried out an impressive
restoration of the nearby Royal Terrace (in
Newbold Terrace) and has recently finished
converting the Old Library into smart flats.
The Old Library is another building that had
fallen on hard times. Simon Tate, Partner of
TAG, tells the Society that he hopes to
restore 66 UHW as a family home.

66 Upper Holly Walk
© Roger Charters

Having taken possession in April, TAG started work on their new project immediately.
Given the quality of TAG’s previous work, the town should be well pleased.
Archie Pitts
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Lime Mortar and restoration of Warwick Castle
Stafford Holmes addressed the annual joint meeting of the Leamington and Warwick Societies
Those of us who braved the wilderness and parking problems of Warwick spent a fascinating evening
learning about the natural mortars which fell out of favour once cement and concrete became cheap
and cheerful alternatives. Concrete’s virtues: strength, rigidity and impermeability make it an
unsuitable adhesive for weaker brick and stone, causing cracks and condensation. Lime is flexible
and breathes so that damp can be absorbed and evaporated and strains in the structure are
accommodated. It is a natural and universal material, mined from strata of shell deposits laid down
millions of years ago, reduced to calcium oxide (quick lime) in lime kilns, mixed with water and local
sands to form slaked lime which has been used as a mortar since building began. As it is mixed with
local sand it “belongs” to the region where it is employed and the carbon dioxide given off in the
kilns is reabsorbed by the mortar – so it is ecologically neutral.
The second part of the talk discussed the restoration of Warwick Castle – both the enormous wall
and foundations on the river face – with lime mortar and the original stone. The talk was well
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illustrated with slides and placards showing lime mortar in a wide range of uses, including the
pediments and pillars of Leamington Parade.
Stafford thinks that lime mortar is winning.
Marianne Pitts
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Guided Tour of Coventry
28 members met at Coventry Railway Station
and were treated to a fascinating morning in
and about Coventry by Blue Badge Tourist
Guide Roger Bailey.
Memories of childhood reading were recalled
when he showed us the house where children’s
author Angela Brazil lived and worked – we all
knew who she was, somewhat to Roger’s
surprise – and we then moved on via the
medieval gatehouse to the Black Prince’s
Cheylesmore Manor, now the Register Office,
to 16th Century Ford’s Hospital, another
splendid half‐timbered building, still in use as
an almshouse, with an attractive garden.

Angela Brazil home in the Quadrant, Coventry
© Amanda Slater

We learnt that Coventry was of historic
importance in the Wars of the Roses and saw the tapestry in the ancient Guildhall, which illustrates
some of the chief characters,
including Henry VI, for whom
Coventry apparently had a great
affection.
We were also reminded of an
earlier king, Shakespeare’s Richard
II, who chose a site in Coventry,
Gosford Green, for the combat
between Henry Bolingbroke and
Mowbray, only to cancel it at the
last minute and exile them instead.
Coventry’s manufacturing past has,
alas, largely disappeared and no car
factories of the original 100 or so
remain.

Cheylesmore Manor

It was exciting to hear about the
plans for Regeneration in the area around Junction 6 of the ring‐road, to be called Friargate, which
will re‐unite the Railway Station, cut off since the 1960s, with the city.
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By 1 pm some of us were flagging but we had had a memorable morning. Roger’s enthusiasm was
infectious and we realized that there is much to see in Coventry and I, for one, had learnt a lot.
There is clearly even more to see and visit – enough for a second visit.
Cynthia Fairhurst
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
New members
We welcome to our Society
Mrs Laura Von Tucher

Graeme Mascall

Mrs Christine Woodland

David and Susan Adams

Mrs Carol Andrews

Mrs Diane Beryl Broadbent

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Leamington Society Newsletters on‐line
Members are reminded that all our newsletters since August 2004 are available at our website
www.LeamingtonSociety.org.uk
Moreover the pictures are in colour – provided they were in colour before the hard copy black and
white print.
In case you wonder, printing the newsletter in colour would cost a great deal more than our present
black and white version.
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

Chairman: Richard Ashworth, 32 Willes Road, CV31 1BN 01926 316703
Vice Chairmen: Marianne Pitts, 4 Leam Terrace, CV31 1BB 01926 885532
Geoff Renshaw, 19 Willes Terrace, 01926 770600;
Hon. Secretary: Margaret Begg, The Garden House, Clarendon Crescent, CV32 5NR, 01926 423822
Hon. Treasurer: Clive Engwell, Clarendon Lodge, Clarendon Square, CV32 5QT 01926 420454
Other Committee Members:
Dorothy Clark 01926 315185

Rodney King 01926 334053

Archie Pitts 01926 885532

Jef Tuyn 01926 339085

Richard Ward 01926 422750
Newsletter Distribution: Jo Clark, Dorothy Clark
The Leamington Society is a registered charity. It is a member of the West Midlands Amenity Societies
Association and the National Organisation of Residents’ Associations. It exists to preserve the heritage and
improve the character of Royal Leamington Spa and to encourage high standards of planning and architecture
Charity No. 516078
Unless otherwise indicated, views expressed in these newsletters are the contributors’ own and not necessarily
the corporate view of the Society
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