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CHAIRMAN'S NOTES
Regeneration in the centre of Leamington. I recently
attended a District Planning Forum, which meets every six
months. The Forum brings together Councillors and a
wide range of community groups from around the District
to receive feedback and briefings from Council Officers.
On this occasion there was a timely comment from an
independent and experienced Councillor. Referring to the
government's “Localism” policy he remarked that in the
past local people largely received whatever Warwick
District Council said. In future, he remarked, there would
have to be a shift: less top-down and more bottom-up.
I also observed a recent Overview & Scrutiny meeting of
the Council, soon after the rejection of the Clarendon
Arcade application. During the discussion one Councillor
called for a mature public debate about the future of
retailing in Leamington town centre. This is why the
Leamington Society set up a recent open meeting about
regeneration of the Chandos Street car park area. There is
a full report and articles in this Newsletter (pages 3 - 8)
and I very much hope that dialogue will continue.
Meeting Places. An important part of our Society is the
programme of talks. We are much indebted to the
organisers, who select and book speakers on a wide range
of topics. This needs to be planned far ahead, with dates
and venues published in our annual Programme card and
widely advertised.

Dates for your Diary

Joint meeting with Warwick Society
The Great Fire of Warwick, speaker
Gillian White
Tuesday, March 6th, 7.30
Lord Leycester Hospital
Warwick
Warwickshire Wildlife Trust
Mike Bunney
Thursday, April 26th, 7.30
Pump Room Annexe
AGM
Thursday, May 10th, 7.30
Pump Room Annexe
Followed by refreshments and
Short presentation by Severn Trent
on their recent work in Leamington

Leamington Society Biennial Awards,
2012
Thursday, July 12th, 7.15 for 7.30
Conference Centre, St Peter’s Church,
Dormer Place

Some of you will have wondered why there was a last
For details see page 15 of Newsletter
minute change of place for a recent talk. The answer is
that Marianne Pitts was invited to meet the new contractors for the Pump Rooms. She was dismayed
to be confronted by a huge increase in the
hiring rate, many times the fee at which we
The March meeting, our Annual Joint
had booked, to start immediately. There
Meeting with the Warwick Society, will be
followed a lively exchange of e-mails and I
held at the Lord Leycester, Warwick
am glad to say that our dates up to and

including the May AGM have now been honoured at the original rate, as booked in 2011. But note
we have changed the venue of our March meeting. It is of course appropriate that our District Council
seeks to gain the maximum return from the venues which it owns. It was just unfortunate, to say the
least, that in passing the parcel to a new company they failed to make clear its contents – a
considerable list of forward bookings already contracted by local groups.
Dr Jephson at the Pump Rooms. In the main assembly hall of the Pump Rooms there are two large oil
paintings, one of Dr Jephson. Both pictures are very dark and much in need of cleaning. To set the
ball rolling the committee has just pledged £500 towards the cleaning budget. The timing, alongside
the upset over hiring of space in the Pump Rooms, is a coincidence but I hope it illustrates that the
Leamington Society's relationship with the community and our Councils can be a two-way traffic of
give and take.
Bath Place Community Venture. I have just heard that this Community Venture has received 28 days’
notice to quit the old library building in Avenue Road.
The background is complex, involving the County, the District, and Warwickshire College. There
may not be a future for “Bath Place” at the old library; but it would be truly shocking if the various
parties simply abandoned this important social enterprise. This is an example of practical “localism”
at work. Surely officers and councillors, along with our MP, have an urgent duty to put their heads
together and propose a more permanent location.
AGM May 2012. Notice of our AGM is included with this Newsletter. The formal business will be
followed by Severn Trent telling us about their Phase 1 and 2 works in Leamington, and what they
plan for the town thereafter.
Richard Ashworth
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Leamington Society website
Our website www.leamingtonsociety.org.uk has been overhauled.
The website has many more pages as well as pictures in colour. In addition to all the previous content
such as our newsletters since the autumn of 2004, it has many new features. There is a page about the
Society’s biennial awards, with the presentations showing all the winners since 2002, and another
page about the work of the Friends of Leamington Station, since December 2004. This group has
reclaimed overgrown gardens at the station winning numerous national prizes. In addition they have
raised tens of thousands of pounds to restore heritage features of our fine Art Deco listed station,
leading to more national awards.
There is a page about the work of the Friends of the Pump Room Gardens, formed in 2008 by the
Leamington Society in partnership with CLARA (Central Leamington Residents’ Association), the
Royal Leamington Spa Building Conservation Trust and the Warwickshire Gardens Trust with the
aim of restoring the Linden Arches in the Pump Room Gardens. See pages 12 - 14 of this Newsletter
The website features numerous photographs by Roger Charters.
We are most grateful to Grace Newman for her design.
Archie Pitts
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
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Redevelopment of Chandos Street car park
Public Meeting arranged by the Leamington Society,
8th February 2012, Pump Rooms, Royal Leamington Spa,
Town councillors, District councillors representing Leamington wards, Warwick District officers,
members of the Leamington Society, the Chamber of
Trade, the local press and interested parties were
invited to an open discussion of possible alternatives
to the plans for the Clarendon Arcade. About 90
came. It was a lively meeting.
The discussion
All of us want the same end: Leamington Spa to be a
thriving, busy, prosperous and attractive town; but
there was substantial disagreement about the means.
Photograph by Roger Charters
Some were in favour of the proposal as it stands;
some think Old Town would be a better site for retail development; some wish the car park to remain
an open space and development limited to the outside edges of the present site, preserving the existing
street pattern. Most of us accepted that regeneration of the site is now inevitable but were concerned
that the Clarendon Arcade scheme was clumsy and ugly, much meaner and more crowded than Royal
Priors, designed by the same architects (Chapman Taylor) 30 years ago.
Do we need to develop at all? If so, why? Does Leamington Spa need substantial capital investment
to compete with our near neighbours, Coventry, Solihull and Banbury? Traditionally such investment
has taken the form of large shopping malls, which are
successful abroad and should be successful here. Our
experience has been varied. Royal Priors is rated a
success, but Regency Arcade is being converted to a
hotel and Livery Street (the latest development and
not strictly a mall) is struggling. Others felt that
shopping malls were passé and out of date and that the
redevelopment should be mixed and adaptable to
include housing and leisure as well as retail.
The inexorable rise of e-tailing in various forms
means that shops will surely become less necessary
and town centre shops are struggling to compete with
out of town shopping centres and their free parking.
We need a critical mass of attractions, not necessarily
Development area with Chandos Street car
shops, in the town centre to bring in the public. The
park shown as inner rectangle
statement that the proposed development is based on
an outdated economic model aroused a spontaneous
round of applause! Opposition is not only on aesthetic grounds.
We were reminded of the reasons given by the Planning Committee when they surprisingly rejected
Wilson Bowden’s application in November 2011 in the face of political support and recommendation
by officers. They were


The bulk and mass of the development
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The adverse effect on neighbours



Damage to the Conservation Area



The excessive provision for car parking and the absence of any public transport provision



Loss of existing street pattern

The bulk and mass of the building, with car parking and plant on the roof, makes it look like a factory
or a prison. Its large expanses of featureless brickwork are not in keeping with local buildings: look at
Boots or Waterstones.

Warwick Street entrance to Clarendon Arcade

Does it need so many car parking
places when national and local
policy is to “reduce the need for car
travel”? With underground car
parking as well as underground
lorry unloading areas, the roof line
would be lowered by a third. The
building would then cast a smaller
shadow on neighbours and improve
the view from north, south and
east. It would also eliminate ramps
to higher levels freeing space for
retail use.

Reducing the height would reduce
the cost of construction, currently estimated at £90 million, all from private finance, such as a pension
fund or an insurance company (as far as we know, not yet arranged). WDC as a “partner” of Wilson
Bowden and freeholder of the site expects to earn money from the development but is not expecting to
invest its own/our money in the construction. The exact terms of the partnership are commercially
sensitive and not public.
To preserve the existing street pattern, the “anchor store” should occupy only the Chandos Street car
park on three levels: basement, ground,
first. A roof garden (with café?) to hide
the necessary but ugly plant was another
suggestion.
The token and unattractive terraced
housing stuck on the Chandos Street
facade should be abandoned to give the
store more space. Instead, housing in
flats and maisonettes could be built at
the first and second floors levels along
Guy Street at the back of the Parade, an
area adjoining other housing which
needs redevelopment. Warwick District
needs more dwellings. The Chandos
Street car park occupies an area once
covered by streets of terraced houses,

Proposed development with two floors of car parking and
plant deck above
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demolished in the 1970s.
Even if development is necessary, does it have to be a mall? English Heritage’s case studies of
successful developments (one designed by Chapman Taylor) in historic towns and cities are all open
air, with trees and pedestrianised areas. See Retail Development in Historic Areas, December 2005
http://www.helm.org.uk/upload/pdf/Retail_Development_in_Historic_Areas.pdf
For hard copy contact English Heritage at 0870 333 1181, or customers@english-heritage.org.uk
Such streets are open round-the-clock for access, leisure and enjoyment whereas the Clarendon
Arcade “Mall”, like Royal Priors, would be closed and locked at 7 p.m. No one likes that, but
compelling malls to stay open in the evening is “too prescriptive”. Making the whole length of Guy
Street, Guy Place West and Oxford Row pedestrianised, linked to the Parade by a passage, would
enable the whole area to contribute to the evening economy and attract a wider range of businesses.
A good “anchor store” is considered essential for financial success. Who is it to be? There never was
an anchor store in Livery Street and when Woodward’s closed in 2004, it closed for good, although
the national economy was then prosperous. John Lewis and Waitrose apparently are not interested
and Marks and Spencer’s would leave large vacancies on the Parade and in Royal Priors. The
planned arcade has a very large number of units, most of them long and narrow with small shop
fronts, not ideal for retailers. The profitability of the whole venture is very much in doubt. To attract
good tenants Clarendon Arcade will have to offer better terms than its competitors, which will cause
“churning” and reduce rents in the town. Unless new traders move in, there will be yet more empty
shops. At present few chains are expanding and many are reducing their number of outlets. This
proposal seems both too large and too small: too large for Leamington town centre and too small to
succeed.
The mixture of housing, parks and interesting local shops is what makes Leamington Spa attractive
and successful, punching far above its weight in the retail league tables. The majority believed that
we should build on our strength and that any redevelopment on this attractive and well-loved open
space should be both flexible and imaginative.
The way forward
The meeting agreed that redevelopment of the
area was desirable and inevitable. But it must
be better and more imaginative than the
scheme proposed by Wilson Bowden in 2011.
To summarise


The anchor store to be built on the car
park site, but to extend no further. The
anchor store to be on three levels
(basement, ground and first floor).



The original street pattern to be retained.



Car parking, deliveries and servicing to be
underground. Without rooftop car parks
the building is one third lower and much
less obtrusive when viewed from north,
south, and east. The development would

Whitefriars, Canterbury
Architects, Chapman Taylor
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cast a smaller shadow on its immediate neighbours. Construction costs are lower; space for car
access ramps to the roof is saved and available for the anchor store.


The previously proposed Chandos Street façade of terraced housing to be incorporated into the
anchor store to increase retail space.



A public roof garden to be created on top of the upper level of the anchor store, perhaps with a
café, the garden helping to hide rooftop plant.



The mall design to be abandoned, with Guy Street and the other smaller streets becoming
pedestrianised. Then businesses in the area could contribute to the evening economy as well.



The first and second floor space of the new build on Guy Street backing onto the Parade to be
housing (flats and maisonettes), set back from the ground floor shop fronts below.



In the space in front of this new housing on the first floor there could be a roof garden.



The streets to be landscaped as well.



The buildings on the north side of Guy Street West and the south side of Oxford Row to be
renovated, restored or rebuilt in a sympathetic style to provide retail with housing above.

To reiterate, for numerous examples of successful redevelopments across England, see Retail
Development in Historic Areas, from English Heritage.

Vicar Lane, Chesterfield
www.geograph.org.uk

Vicar Lane, Chesterfield
www.geograph.org.uk

Marianne Pitts

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
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The Clarendon Arcade: An exciting new opportunity – or more of the same?
The Clarendon Arcade development proposed by Wilson Bowden has created considerable debate,
with arguments both for and against the proposal. However, there does appear to be a consensus, on
both sides of the debate, that doing nothing is not an option. Economic reality is such that the town
has to generate revenue if we want to have the quality of facilities and services we have come to
expect. Having attended and listened to the debate at the open meeting to consider alternative
proposals held on the 8th February I offer the following three points which I believe should be taken
into consideration with regard to any new proposal.
1. The nature of retailing is changing rapidly. One obvious change is the increase in internet
shopping driven by convenience and competitive pricing. Internet shopping will not necessarily
cause the death of the physical shop because thankfully, we are naturally gregarious and enjoy
social interaction, traits with which the internet cannot compete. However, it is apparent that
shopping today is just one element in a much broader mix of attractions in which aspects of
leisure and entertainment play an increasingly important role. On one level, a good example can
be found around the waterfront in Bristol where shopping sits alongside heritage displays,
entertainment and a wide variety of attractions. On another level, and closer to home, the
Leamington Peace Festival achieves a similar result. The essential ingredient in both examples is
the creation of a vibrant and attractive environment conducive to pleasure and business.
2. Independent shops are what differentiates Leamington from other towns and constitute one of its
main assets. National chain stores can be found in shopping malls throughout the country
whereas the independents bring colour, variety and uniqueness. Time and again visitors will state
that their reason for choosing Leamington is because of the independents. But if Leamington
wishes to attract a broader range independent shops it needs to set rents at a competitive level that
allow a profit to be made and shops to be presented attractively. Again, a good example of an
area working well is the east end of Leamington's Regent Street.
3. The concentration of development in the north of the town is creating problems for development
lower down the Parade. Livery Street is struggling whilst the attractive small units on Regent
Grove are mostly empty despite the regeneration leading to Lantern Corner. Hopefully the
development of a hotel and mini supermarket in what was the Regency Arcade will be of benefit.
But how will more development in the north of the town help spread visitor footfall to those areas
in decline? When asked, Wilson Bowden said that the increase in visitors to Clarendon Arcade
would eventually permeate to all parts of the town. The question is whether the planned
development is capable of attracting the increase in visitors required to benefit all parts of the
town. This is a big ask.
So, judged against the above points, does the current Wilson Bowden plan meet the future shopping
needs of Leamington? In my view it falls far short, not necessarily for the reasons of scale and height,
but more for its mediocrity, lack of vision and outdatedness. The site provides a unique opportunity
for an exciting and forward thinking development that dares to be different, meets the new retail
agenda, provides an unforgettable experience and is capable of delivering the increase in visitors that
the town needs.
Quite simply, Leamington deserves better than the current plan and Warwick District Council's
Planning Committee should, on our behalf, demand better. If the current developers are unable to
deliver the goods, then we should challenge the market and find a developer that can. Far better that
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we take time to get a development that is right for Leamington Spa than one we will regret in years to
come.
Jef Tuyn
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
An alternative view of what should happen to Chandos Street car park
Chandos Street landscaped Car Park should be retained and the area around it developed. Why?


It is a valuable open space, with trees, for users and local people. Instead of massive bulky
buildings, you have fresh air, sunshine and open views.



It is the most popular car park and always the first to fill up. Being on the surface, it is invaluable
to the less athletic: the disabled, especially those with wheelchairs, mothers with pushchairs.



As such, it produces a regular and assured income for WDC.



Rumours (not yet denied) indicate that the proposed anchor store will be Marks and Spencers.
This is likely to leave major gaps in The Parade and in the Royal Priors.



Decline in demand for more shops: witness the growing number of empty shops and failing chain
stores throughout the country.



Growth in internet shopping.



Decline in personal spending power, due to individual and national debts: repaying student loans;
future reduced pensions; urgent need for investment into manufacturing for future employment;
importing oil and gas, due to the decline in North Sea reserves.

Development around the car park would be welcome: particularly at the back of the Parade (on the
west side of Guy Street) and on Oxford Row. A sympathetic developer/architect should be briefed to
design housing, offices, and restaurants, retaining interesting local buildings (such as Chico’s) within
the existing street pattern.
Paul Edwards
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
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Leamington Society awards 2012
Every two years this Society presents awards to recognize
achievements in improving the physical environment in
Leamington Spa in the preceding two years, as long as
they are readily visible to the public.
Awards could be given for:

•

Restoration of a period building; significant
improvement to a building; or anew building or
structure

•
•

A restored or new shop front

•
•

A landscape, garden, park or planting

A new or restored interior which has regular public
access
Part of Elephant Boy trio by Nicholas Dimbleby,
Jephson Gardens, Award 2010

A sculpture or work of art, or other visual
improvement.

Photograph by Roger Charters

The Bill Gibbons Trophy goes to the private dwelling that most impressed the judges.
Photographs of previous winners (since 2002) can be found on the Leamington Society website, as
well as a nomination form. Forms will also be available at Riverside House and the Town Hall.
Suggest any building etc. that you would like to see have an award. We accept nominations from
anyone, whether a member or not. Nominations must be submitted to Archie Pitts (4 Leam
Terrace, Leamington Spa, CV31 1BB) by Sunday April 22nd. The winners will be announced on
Thursday July 12th.
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Leamington Station
Another award for our station. In December 2011 Chiltern Railways won a National Railway
Heritage award for its restoration of the waiting rooms at the station. A plaque will soon be unveiled
at the station to mark this achievement. At the presentation by the Lord Mayor of the City of London,
mention was made of the contribution by the Friends of Leamington Station to this achievement.
The station façade. Rail travellers using the station, and there are nearly 2 million a year, will have
noticed that the scaffolding and shrouds around the façade have recently been removed to reveal the
Portland stone gleaming and the window frames painted in a dark GWR brown.
Archie Pitts
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Concerts at Leamington Hastings
Forty-one years ago a friend of mine, assisted not a little by his wife, arranged for some distinguished
musicians to play in the mediaeval church at Leamington Hastings. The evening was successful. One
concert led to another. One a year became two, two became six, and six it has been for the last
twenty-five years I have been going there. With the help of many volunteers, and making light of a
vast amount of work, he had created one of the great venues for chamber music.
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In this year when the concerts enter their fifth decade, it seems sensible to bring them to readers’
attention. The rural setting is beautiful. In the summer there are strawberries in nearby gardens; in
spring and autumn a glass of wine in the church; in December mulled wine and a mince pie. The
acoustic is excellent. The musicians, accustomed to the rigours of travelling and not always given
attentive audiences, play there because they love it. The standard could not be higher. John Lill, for
example, one of the world’s great pianists, has gladly appeared half a dozen times.
If you buy tickets I cannot guarantee that you will enjoy yourself, only that you would be very
unlucky not to. You might even go home believing that life, in spite of everything “they” fling at you,
is worth living.
To be on the mailing list (programme in March) contact:
David Potts, Music at Leamington Hastings, 1 Bawnmore Road, Rugby CV22 7QH; 07966 584 328
dpotts@musicatleamingtonhastings.co.uk and www.musicatleamingtonhastings.co.uk
Robin Taylor
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Our opening meeting; September 2011: John Lowry on Rear Admiral Sir Home Riggs Popham
John studied this “Damned Cunning Fellow”, Rear Admiral Sir Home Riggs Popham (Popham for
short), for his mature postgraduate Maritime History Masters at Greenwich University and found that
he was mining a rich seam. Starting from the fact that Popham’s father could not afford to send his
son to Cambridge (as one of forty four children, that is not to be wondered at), Popham entered the
Navy at the ripe old age of 16 and had a remarkable naval career totally unlike our national hero
Nelson’s. In between fighting the Napoleonic Wars, where he managed to miss all the battles, he set
up his own ventures trading in India in competition with the monopoly power of the East India
Company. He never paid the exorbitant fine of £70,000 imposed by the civil court and his ability to
escape the consequences of his impulses is even more manifest in his naval career. He was sent to
capture the Cape of Good Hope, which he duly achieved and instead of patrolling his conquest, he
independently set sail across the Atlantic with just six ships, to capture Buenos Aires and seize control
of the rich Spanish colonies of South America for Britain. When this failed he was Court Martialled
but escaped punishment, which could have been death for treason, yet again.
He was a brilliant man, a Fellow of the Royal Society and a great opportunist. Popham’s flag
signalling system is still in use by the Navy.
John’s knowledge of and interest in this amazing man and his period kept us entertained for the whole
evening.
Marianne Pitts
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
The life of an MP: From death threats to drinks with the queen; December 2011
James Plaskitt, the former MP for Warwick & Leamington, held members’ attention from start to
finish when he talked to us with unflinching honesty about some of his experiences as an MP. He
spent the first part of the evening discussing planning and development issues – matters close to our
hearts – and then moved on to tales from the House – the ups and downs of parliamentary life.
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He explained that he had decided to pass detailed planning issues on to the local councillors, but got
involved with local issues which related to national government policy. He had helped residents
lobby for funding for the Barford bypass and after a dispiriting meeting with Glenda Jackson he had
encouraged them to try again, this time with some success, with the next minister. He lobbied for the
Justice Centre to come to Leamington and for money to build new secondary schools such as North
Leamington – sadly he was unsuccessful in securing funds for Campion. He opposed the expansion
of Coventry airport and development around Earlswood Lakes near Henley. Much to his amazement
this latter stance led to death threats and the need for police protection!
Not surprisingly he said the hardest decision he had to make was over the invasion of Iraq. The
pressure to support the government was immense, but he felt he could not vote for invasion and
attempted to move an amendment instead. His most awkward moment in parliament was when the
whips pushed a note in front of him asking him to continue speaking on an obscure health issue for 50
minutes to delay the vote when he had planned a very brief introduction and had no other prepared
material!
One of the pleasanter moments was an invitation to take drinks with the royal family. James
recounted the Duke of Edinburgh’s reaction to hearing an MP explain he represented Stoke on Trent.
“Ghastly place!” he exploded. Fortunately James got a better response to the mention of Leamington
Spa. By contrast the worst moments were dealing with mendacious media. He had had to contend
with a totally fictitious story about the sale of his flat in Leamington and another more personal story
which he finally managed to scotch by threatening legal action. These personal attacks were hard to
bear and likely to put many off entering public life. He welcomed the Leveson inquiry and hoped
tougher rules would emerge.
James finished with a very honest account of his failure to get re-elected at the last general election.
He had been certain that Gordon Brown could not win the election and had hoped to see a change of
leader at an early stage. This did not happen and he knew he would lose in Warwick & Leamington
as a consequence, but he had to encourage his team of supporters to fight to the end. The audience
were left in no doubt that the role of MP is not an easy one, even if the experience can be both
fascinating and very rewarding.
Margaret Begg
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Fire at York Minster
Joint meeting with the Literary Society, January, 2012
Charles Brown (architect of the restoration)
The fire broke out in the small hours of the morning in January 1984 and the people of York woke to
find the roof of the South Transept collapsed in a charred heap on the floor. Only the courage and
skill of the local firemen in detaching the burning roof timbers from the walls prevented the fire from
spreading to the rest of the Minster. Workmen employed on the permanent and cyclical repair of the
Minster would not go home until the mess was cleared up. After arguments with insurance companies
and extended consultations with structural engineers it was decided that the roof would be fully
restored to its original structure to last for another 500 years. No steel span or concrete covers were
used; just wood and lead and stone.
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Charles Brown, as architect, had an unparalleled view of the process from angles that the public
cannot see. He showed us the complexity of the joints designed by Ove Arup so that green oak could
be used. There was no stock of 40 foot seasoned oak available and no time to wait for it. Money and
gifts of timber were given and the work was completed in five years. Only the scorched outer door, a
modest plaque in the floor and a frieze with the names of all the workers involved bear witness to this
disaster and its triumphant conclusion.
He was generous in his praise for all concerned. It was an inspiring talk to a full house.
Marianne Pitts
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Restoration of the Linden Arches in the Pump Room Gardens
For four years Warwick District Council and the Friends of the Pump Room Gardens have worked in
partnership to restore the avenue of Linden Arches which were first erected in 1875. This project is
now reaching completion.
The foundations for the new arches were laid in February; for safety reasons these foundations have
been temporarily covered with a thin layer of soil. All the
components of the arches are manufactured; some have been
galvanised and are awaiting final decoration. The crowns are all
made and are being gilded. The arches will be erected soon and then
be ready for the electrics to be laid and connected.
The project should be ready for the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee.
A grand public event is planned on Thursday June 7th to mark the
completion of the project.
First new gilded crown against
black background.
Photograph by Roger Charters

Three newly galvanised arches, 20 feet wide, being unloaded from
delivery lorry.
Photograph by Liz Drake

.

A pinnacle (three foot high) for one of the arches.
Photograph by Liz Drake
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Freshly painted uprights, ten foot high, that will form part of the Linden Arches
Photograph by Liz Drake

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Pump Room Gardens Project: Conservation Statement
I am pleased to report that as part of a project funded by the
Heritage Lottery Fund, a Conservation Statement has been
completed by the Friends of the Pump Room Gardens with
recommendations for the future management and improvement of
the Pump Room Gardens.
The Pump Room Gardens is one of several historic public parks, gardens and promenades in
Leamington Spa, linked by a riverside walk along the River Leam. It is the oldest of these historic
parks and is much loved and well used by the local community and visitors to the town. There is,
however, general concern about its poor condition in heritage terms. Many heritage features have
been lost or are in poor condition. The report identifies threats to the park landscape, to heritage

Aerial view of the gardens, August 2011. Photograph courtesy Ken Alexander
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buildings and structures and to the setting of the park, with suggestions as to how these issues could
be addressed.
The main recommendations of the report are as follows:


To improve the quality and enjoyment of the park, the top priorities are to encourage more use of
the bandstand, encourage more cultural events and provide more seating.



To improve the ecology of the wildlife corridor, the top priorities are to create a wildflower
meadow along the riverbank, erect bat boxes in younger trees and undertake additional pollarding
and coppicing of trees adjacent to the river.



To conserve and enhance the heritage of the park, the top priorities are to complete the restoration
of the Linden Arches, restore the bandstand, restore York Bridge and bath chair ramps, replant
missing Lime trees at the west end of Linden Avenue and re-surface the paths with bound gravel.

The Conservation Statement has been well received by officers of Warwick District Council, who are
now meeting with the Friends to take matters forward on a partnership basis.
Copies of the full report can be viewed at the Leamington Library or at the Record Office, Warwick.
It can also be seen on the Pump Room Gardens page of the Society’s website.
Peter Storrie
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Pump Room Gardens Project: Public awareness
The Heritage Lottery Fund awarded a grant to the Friends of the Pump Room Gardens (with Warwick
District Council and Warwickshire County Council) in December 2010. The grant was intended to
raise public awareness and understanding of the Pump Room Gardens and has enabled the group to
produce an oral history project about local people’s memories, a learning pack for primary schools
and mount a public exhibition.
We wanted to produce a mobile exhibition for a wide range of audiences, which could be displayed in
a variety of public spaces. The Pump Room Gardens have long been regarded as Leamington Spa’s
Village Green and this provided an obvious starting point. Other themes were identified from a
survey, carried out in July 2011, which showed that the history of the gardens, plans for its future and
the restoration of the Linden arches, were of considerable public interest. The arches were also the
focus of an educational learning project held in five local primary schools, which contributed to the
exhibition by showing the children’s interpretation of the garden and its arches, once such a
characteristic feature and soon to be restored.
The final exhibition was created by volunteers with assistance from staff at Warwickshire District
Council and a designer with considerable expertise in the heritage field. It consists of six pop up
banners which have already been successfully displayed in Jephson Garden South Lodge; the Shire
Hall in Warwick; Warwick University and the Sydni Centre. Future venues include Leamington
Library; Bath Place; North Leamington School and the Priors Shopping Centre.
For further information contact Paul Baker – paulbaker476@btinternet.com
Paul Baker
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
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EVENTS to May 2012
Chairman

Joint meeting with Warwick Society

Richard Ashworth
32 Willes Road
CV31 1BN 316703

The Great Fire of Warwick
Tuesday, March 6th, 7.30, Lord Leycester Hospital, Warwick
Gillian White

Vice Chairmen

Note the change of venue

Paul Edwards
55 Leam Terrace
CV31 1DG 423725

The Great Fire of Warwick of 5 September 1694 destroyed many of the
town's mediæval streets. Their inhabitants were left homeless, their
livelihoods in ruins.
The streets were rebuilt in the elegant,
contemporary style that we now know as Georgian. Dr White tells the
story of the fire, the people, and the transformation of the town.

Archie Pitts
4 Leam Terrace
CV31 1BB 885532

Dr Gillian White has worked at the Warwickshire Museum and for the
National Trust. She now works at Leicester University and teaches at
Oxford University; she is a most entertaining speaker.

Hon. Secretary
Robin Adams
21 St Marks Road
CV32 6DL 426616

Warwickshire Wildlife Trust
Thursday, April 26th, 7.30, Pump Room Annexe

Hon. Treasurer

Mike Bunney

Robin Richmond
38 Leam Terrace
CV31 1BQ 335952

Warwickshire Wildlife Trust is one of 47 Wildlife Trusts in Britain
which, collectively, are celebrating their movement’s centenary this
year (WWT was first registered 50 years ago).

Planning Representative

This talk will review briefly the development of the movement; and
then explore the issues that will affect everyone in the future and how
these can be managed, highlighting local examples.

Paul Edwards 423725
Other Committee Members

Ruth Bennion 421862

Mike Bunney has been Chair of the WWT for over 3 years, and a
member since 1983

Rodney King 334053

AGM

Marianne Pitts 885532

Thursday, May 10th, 7.30, Pump Room Annexe

Margaret Begg 423822

The formal business of our AGM will be followed at 8.30 by
refreshments and a short presentation by Severn Trent on their works in
Leamington as well as their future plans for our town.

Newsletter Distribution
Jo Clark
The Leamington Society is a registered
charity.

It is a member of the West

Midlands

Amenity

Societies

Association. It exists to preserve the
heritage and improve the character of
Royal

Leamington

Spa

and

to

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

We welcome as new members of the Society:
Nicholas and Cheryl Hunnisett

encourage high standards of planning

Alasdair MacKay

and architecture

David Blower
Richard Piggott

Charity No. 516078
________________________________
Unless

otherwise

indicated,

views

expressed in these newsletters are the
contributors’ own and not necessarily
the corporate view of the Society.

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

Subscriptions for 2012 -13 are due on April 1st.
The subscription remains £10 per household and
£7 for single person.
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The
Leamington
Society

www.leamingtonsociety.org.uk
Formed in 1956
Reg Charity No 516078

February 2012

Notice is hereby given that the Fifty-sixth Annual General Meeting of the Leamington Society will
be held on Thursday 10th of May 2012, starting at 7.30, in the Pump Room Annexe, Leamington
Spa.

Richard Ashworth, Chairman
AGENDA

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Apologies for absence
Minutes of the 56th Annual General Meeting held on Thursday 12th of May 2011
Matters arising from the Minutes not included elsewhere
To receive reports from the Chairman and Sub Committees
To receive the independently examined Accounts of the Society for 2011 - 2012
Election of Officers:
Chairman, Vice Chairmen, Hon. Secretary, Hon. Treasurer

7. Election of four Committee Members
8. Election of Independent Examiner
9. Any other Business.
PLEASE NOTE: Nominations of candidates for Officers and Committee must be forwarded to the
Chairman not later than Thursday 19th, April 2012. Any voting will be by Secret Ballot at the
Meeting. Any motions for consideration at the meeting should also be received by this date.
Nominations or motions will not be accepted at the Meeting. Nomination forms may be obtained
from the Chairman.
If there is to be an election or if any motion is received, notice will be sent to members seven days
before the Annual General Meeting.

After the conclusion of formal business of the AGM we will break for refreshments after which
Geoff Hancock, from Severn Trent, will tell us about the conclusion of Phases 1 and 2 of their
works in Leamington and what they will be doing next.
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