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CHAIRMAN'S NOTES

Dates for your Diary

Station Area brief. An outline of how the 40 acres known as Station
Area might be redeveloped will be put out for consultation (for 6
weeks) starting this month. This is a classic brown-field site and the
ideas expressed in the document are encouraging – much more parking
on the south side of the station, perhaps even a north side entrance to
the station, and improvement of this route into town. The site could
meet some of the increased housing required by central government.
Tell WDC or the Society (or better, both) what you think of the ideas
in the brief.

Meetings and events to
September 2008

Chandos Street car park development. No new plans have been
revealed since the last Newsletter and our sceptism over this
development continues. Its impact on the residents in Clarendon Street
and nearby will be enormous, as well as on the elderly residents in the
sheltered housing in Chandos Street. Again tell us your views on the
scheme. The developers assure us that the scheme would be nowhere
big enough to appeal to John Lewis, or presumably similar stores.
Party. We held another successful joint party with CLARA in April,
made enjoyable by the hard work of Alan & Marion Lyne (plying
drinks) and Lyn Buckle and Margaret Watkins (serving snacks).
Robin Taylor gave us a thoroughly enjoyable light-hearted look at his
wide-ranging career.
Awards 2008. There has been an excellent set of nominations for
possible Leamington Society award. The winners will be announced
in the Town Hall on Thursday July 10th. All members of the Society
are invited.

Garden visit to
Doreen Whitehead
70, Northumberland Road
Saturday, June 21, 5.30 to 7.30
Awards 2008
Presentation by the Mayor of
Royal Leamington Spa
Thursday, July 10, 7.15 for 7.30
Town Hall
Visit to Packington Hall
Wednesday, August 6, evening
The future for All Saints
The Revd Christopher Wilson
Thursday, September 11
Sir Frank Whittle
By Ian Whittle
Spa Centre
Tuesday, September 16, 7.30.
For more information see
the back page of this Newsletter

Refuse collection. The new system of refuse collection did not start
well for WDC. In large areas there were no bins, or no men to empty them and, if there were, they were
not on the days that WDC had specified, and so on. The lack of information, the enormously over-loaded
help-lines (both phone and email) meant that most enquiries went unanswered. The almost aggressive

Subscriptions. We remind all members who do not pay by standing order that this
year’s subscription became due on April 1st: £7 for a single person and £10 for a
household. Please pay now, if you have not paid.

responses by the WDC staff responsible (if we are to believe the local press) to the few members of the
public who did manage to get through only inflamed the situation further. The apology by Chris Elliott
was welcome.
Apart from the teething difficulties of the first few weeks there were other problems, like the terraced
houses with very small front gardens who may have long walks to trundle their wheelie bins around if
they want to keep them out of view. The alternative is to take them through the house – which will rarely
be feasible as most terraced house have steps at the front and back – and the wheels will dirty carpets.
Surely more forethought and greater flexibility by the council could have mitigated many of these
problems.
Many residents in the Conservation Area take a pride in the appearance of their streets and resent their
front gardens being spoiled in this way. Member Robert Goundry takes up this below.
The good news is that the residents are enthusiastic about recycling. So there is hope yet the new refuse
collection process will be work, eventually.
Elephant boy. It wonderful to see he Elephant
boy sculpture of Nicholas Dimbleby back in
public view – now appropriately in Jephson
Gardens opposite the Elephant Wash. Well
done WDC.
Assembly Hall. The complete refurbishment of
this Art Deco 1926 building in Spenser Street
will soon be completed, with a wonderful gold
leaf globe in the hands of the goddess or nymph
reaching to the sky at the top of the roof. The
décor for this £3 million project has been
The elephant boy, reunited with his charges
overseen by well known interior designer and
Art Deco expert Laurence Llewelyn-Bowen.
The Assembly, as it is be known, is due to reopen later in June and will be used again for its original
purpose – a music venue.
Archie Pitts
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
AGM 2008
The 53rd AGM was held in Oddfellows Hall on Thursday 8th May 2008 and the chairman, Archie Pitts,
welcomed 20 members, so we were only just quorate.
Apologies were received; the minutes of the previous AGM were accepted and signed.
The Chairman’s Report and Sub-Committee Reports, which had been circulated, were presented. The
Chairman warmly thanked the executive committee members and the sub-committees for their support
and hard work during the year, as well as other numerous members of the society.
The Treasurer reported a healthy financial position.
The Chairman’s Report and Committee Reports were adopted. Copies are available from the Chairman.
Officers were proposed:
Chairman: Archie Pitts
Hon. Secretary: Vacant

Vice-Chairmen: Allan Jeffery, Robin Richmond
Hon. Treasurer: Marianne Pitts
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Executive Committee:
Robin Adams, Margaret Begg, Ruth Bennion, Gordon Fyfe
As there were no other nominations, these were declared elected.
Past Chairman Margaret Watkins will continue to serve on the Executive committee in an ex officio
capacity. Paul Edwards has agreed to continue to serve as our Planning Representative.
It was proposed that Malcolm Welsh be re-appointed as Independent Examiner. A unanimous vote of
thanks was carried for his meticulous work in examining the accounts for 2007-08.
After a break for refreshments Jo Clark told us how he has built up his huge collection of printed matter
relating to Leamington, and how he keeps this in order. He brought many examples of his material with
him and allowed us to handle them which was a great treat.
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Sir Frank Whittle
The story of Sir Frank Whittle, inventor of the jet engine and
turbofan, will be told by his son Ian Whittle at the Spa
Centre on Tuesday, September 16 at 7.30 pm.

The Story of
Aviation’s Greatest Engineer

SIR FRANK WHITTLE
Inventor of the jet engine and
turbofan

Sir Frank Whittle, 1907-1996, has strong local ties. He grew
up in Newcombe Road in Coventry and went to Earlsdon
Told by his son
Primary School. He moved to Leamington at the age of nine
Ian Whittle
when his father bought the Leamington Valve and Piston
Ring Company in Clinton Street. He attended Milverton
Primary School and went on to win a scholarship at
Leamington Boys College, but when his father’s business
faltered, there was not enough money to keep him at school.
Instead he spent hours at Leamington library reading about
astronomy, physiology and engineering and started to learn
about steam and gas turbines. The family then moved to
Bilton Road in Rugby. In 1944 Sir Frank was the youngest
man ever to be made a Freeman of Leamington and in 2007
a statue in his honour was erected in Millennium Place,
Coventry to mark the 100th anniversary of his birth. Rolls Royce is still building his engines today.

The invention of the Whittle jet engine is an heroic story of triumph in the face of Government
indifference, lack of recognition and the dissipation of his patents overseas. Today his jet engines and
turbofans are an integral part of all commercial and military aeroplanes.
Ian Whittle, who will be giving the talk, shares his father’s passion for flying. He spent his working life
in aviation, flying first for the RAF and then for commercial airlines.
Tickets (£7.50 adults; £5 students and seniors) are available from The Royal Spa Centre, Leamington Spa
(01926 334418) or on-line at www.royal-spa-centre.co.uk
Janet Storrie
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Chiltern Rail celebrates refurbishment of Leamington Station, 2007-08
There was a celebration at the station on Friday 23rd May when Adrian Shooter and his senior
management ceremonially opened the refurbished station and thanked national and local benefactors:
Sir William McAlpine and Jim Cornell of the Railway Heritage Trust; Judy Falp, Chairman of Warwick
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District Council; Kailash Chander, Mayor of Leamington Spa and the Mayoress, Pete Waterman,
President of the Friends of Leamington Station. Many local Friends were invited to join in the
celebrations.
Chiltern has spent more than £0.75 million installing essential ticket barriers and replacing broken
fencing, and grants from Railway Heritage Trust and the Town Council have enabled them to enlarge and
restore the booking hall to its Art Deco glory, with stone and granite panelling, new ticket offices and a
facsimile of the original station clock. The station is being repainted in GWR colours. If you haven’t
seen it, do go and look.
Friends of Leamington Station have restored both the platform and terraced gardens; organised and
painted the reconstruction of the running in boards in their original location on both platforms; framed

and new poster on stairwell to Platform 2

Finishing the new running-in-board on Platform 2

and hung railway posters on both stairwells.
commemorative plaque in the booking hall.

The Friends are honoured to be mentioned on the

Marianne Pitts
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Are wheelie bins in keeping with conservation areas?
Warwick District Council introduced new domestic waste collection arrangements at the start of April.
The new arrangements highlight a conflict between the council’s duties for the protection of historic
areas and its desire to spend as little as possible on arrangements intended to increase the proportion of
waste which is recycled. The government’s Planning Policy Guidance 15 (1994) on the historic
environment is “a full statement of Government policies for the identification and protection of historic
buildings, conservation areas, and … the historic environment”. The document urges local authorities to:
•

Maintain commitment to managing the historic surroundings

•

Reflect such commitment in policies and budgeting,

yet in introducing revised waste collections our council has disregarded the impact of its new
arrangements on the appearance of our historic streets, which it professes itself proud to have designated
as Conservation Areas. In its pamphlet on the subject the council says “Conservation Area legislation
exists to protect historic buildings and their settings. … It places special responsibilities on owners and
occupiers of historic buildings and the District Council.” The council could argue that these regulations,
admonishments and aspirations apply only to the built environment in its narrowest sense, but it is quite
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clear that they are intended to cover all the visual impact of the areas, and, for instance, they include
specific controls on the lopping of trees, hardly part of the built environment in that narrow sense.
From the general to the specific: I live in Greatheed Road, which is part of the Leamington Conservation
Area and consists of long terraces of houses, with small front gardens, built at the very beginning of the
twentieth century. The street is tree lined and is an attractive addition to the streetscape immediately
outside the centre of the town. When built the houses were given rear alleys for services and the removal
of waste, but over time dustcarts have become too large to use the alleys safely.
Under the new arrangements the Council obliges
the residents (although without issue of the
statutory notices required by the Environmental
Protection Act) to put much of their waste into
grey and green wheelie bins. These bins will
only be collected from the roadside, so they
must either be kept at the front of the houses, on
the pavement or in the tiny but often muchloved front gardens, or at the back of the houses
and dragged up to 200 metres to and from a
possible collection point. Those who are too old
or infirm to move their bins 200 metres – and
there are more than a few – have been told that
they must keep the bins at the front.

Nowhere to hide this wheelie

The result is visually awful; pretty gardens are now dominated by huge bins, and the street begins to look
like a large rubbish park. Residents believe that a caring council would recognise this, and find a better
way of collecting their refuse; they are keen to recycle as much as possible but would like their
unrecyclable waste to be collected every week in bags so that the hideous bins can be kept out of sight.
Fit and enthusiastic gardeners would like to retain their green bins, and are able to move them to a
collection point when they fill up – typically every six weeks or so in the season.
If only the Council had complied with its own Consultation Strategy (it’s available on your web site,
guys) much of the anger and angst caused by this issue might have been avoided; do we have to take to
the streets to be heard?
Robert Goundry
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Binswood Hall
The collection of fine buildings known as Binswood Hall (previously Leamington College) is an
architectural history of Leamington Spa in miniature; a juxtaposition of Regency and Victorian styles
with some unsympathetic twentieth century additions. A new proposal to use the buildings as Extra Care
Accommodation for the Elderly seeks to restore the original buildings and replace the ugly modern parts.
Leamington sprang from a huddle of buildings south of the river in the middle of the eighteenth century
to become a substantial town by the early part of the nineteenth. Much of this growth took place during
the late Georgian and Regency Periods and produced the stately stuccoed Regency villas and terraces that
characterise much of Leamington’s superb architectural heritage. It was in the latter part of this
expansion around 1834 that the elegant villas on the western stretch of Binswood Avenue were
constructed; originally conceived as a shallow crescent the full scheme was never completed, and the
substantial central plot was purchased for the new school.
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This was the end of the Regency era and, as Leamington grew, the Victorian period arrived. This new
age brought new
architectural styles
and
Leamington
became
studded
with fine Victorian
brick buildings, the
new school being
one of them. It is,
perhaps, the most
Binswood Hall, front elevation
significant
of
Leamington’s
Victorian landmarks and the ordered symmetry of its red brick façade book-ended by stucco Regency
Villas, and framed by Beauchamp Road is one of the best-known vistas in the town.
The building, probably the best work of local Architect E.G. Squirehill, was started in 1847. Inspired by
Hampton Court Palace the school is a feast of buttresses, parapets and gables in elaborate patterned
brickwork with stone dressings. The building was originally intended as a residential school for the sons
of local gentry, but went through various uses, including at one time, a convent. There have been
numerous extensions and remodelling, some less sympathetic than others. Photographs from the late
nineteen-fifties show enthusiastic builders butchering the back of the school as excited pupils look on.
The glaringly unsympathetic blue curtain walling of the science block which is set brutally against one of
the historic gables of the old school dates from this era.
On completion of the new campus style school at Manor Hall the pupils of Binswood Hall will move
there and a new chapter will open in the life of the old school. Ben Krauze of Raven Audley Court (wellknown providers of elderly accommodation and specialists in the conversion of historic buildings) and
Martin Cummins of Quad Architects (himself an old boy of Leamington College and a specialist in
design for the elderly and conversion of historic buildings), with research help from local historian Dr
Christine Hodgetts, have worked closely with Warwick District Council’s Planning and Conservation
Officers and with English Heritage to produce a carefully considered scheme. The proposal would
remove the ugly nineteen-fifties interventions and replace them with sympathetically designed
contemporary buildings. The scheme would re-use the principal public spaces as the lounge, bistro,
restaurant, library and health centre.
A new building on the open side of the car park to the rear of the school and the removal of much of that
car parking would create a landscaped collegiate “Quadrangle” introducing a secure and intimate
courtyard for the new residents.
New buildings would be in brick with pitched roofs in a style to complement the existing, and the
replacement of the unsympathetic modern buildings would create a harmonious whole that would
combine new state-of-the-art accommodation for the elderly with the re-use and enhancement of the
historic buildings. The proposed use would ensure proper maintenance and management of Binswood
Hall in perpetuity, and would arrest the decline in the condition of the building.
The scheme has been submitted for planning approval, and if permission is granted, work will commence
in mid 2009 for completion in the latter part of 2010.
Martin Cummins
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
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Lewis’ Leamington 4: Lansdowne Crescent
Much has been written about Lansdowne Crescent
and other buildings designed by the talented local
architect William Thomas.
A stop-go economy and the collapse of a local bank
forced him and many others in the building industry
into financial difficulties. Frustrated, he emigrated to
Canada, producing many fine buildings and
cathedrals there; he is now recognised as one of the
finest Victorian architects.
David Lewis
Lansdowne Crescent
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Mourning Tommy by Albert Toft (1862-1949)
In Leamington Spa we are very fortunate to have two statues and a bust by such a skilled sculptor as
Albert Toft. They do not have to be called "public art" as they are instantly recognised and appreciated.
As it was Queen Victoria who granted the title "Royal" to town, her death was much mourned here. In
1901, a committee was formed to raise funds from public subscription for commissioning a statue of her.
Albert Toft was chosen and he carved a splendid figure
in Sicilian Carrara marble, which was placed in front of
the Town Hall in 1902. Later in the same year, a
coronation memorial bust of King Edward VII was
presented to the town by the mayor, Alderman S. T.
Wackrill. Again, the sculptor was Albert Toft. It is
carved in Serrazzo marble and has his signature on its
side. The bust is sited in a niche at the head of the stairs
in the Town Hall.
On the 27 Hay 1922, Toft's figure of a soldier of the
Great War was unveiled as the town's war memorial in
Elision Place. The soldier is in the ceremonial position
of mourning; head bared and bowed, his rifle reversed as
a gesture of respect, with the muzzle resting on the toe
of his boot. Toft with this figure achieved a poignant
combination of grief gratitude and peace. No grand
gestures, but something more in tune with the mood of
the nation.

Mourning Tommy, Leamington Spa

Albert Toft started his working life apprenticed as a
modeller at Wedgwood, with part-time study at local art schools. When he was seventeen years old he
won a scholarship to what is now the Royal College of Art in London. On completing his studies, he had
his own studio in London where he was kept busy with commissions throughout his life. He has works
in many important galleries in Britain, including the Victoria and Albert Museum, the Tate Gallery, and
closer to us, the Birmingham City Art Gallery. He sculptured several monuments, notably the Welsh
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preserve the heritage and improve the
character of Royal Leamington Spa and
to encourage high standards of
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National Memorial, Cathays Park, Cardiff.
Portraits were
commissioned from him throughout his life, and he exhibited at the
Royal Academy from 1885 to 1947.
Our "Mourning Tommy" is not unique; he has a twin, as another
identical figure was cast for the war memorial in Streatham, London.
Paul Edwards
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Summer events 2008
Gardens at 70 Northumberland Road, Saturday 21 June, 5.30 to
7.30pm
Doreen Whitehead, a member of our Society, is opening her beautiful
gardens to us again. These are in a series – herbaceous garden, fish
pond with Koi carp, bamboo garden, Japanese garden and others.
There will be an entry charge of £4 each to include wine, soft drinks
and light refreshments. All surplus will go to Doreen’s choice of
charity – Cancer Research UK.
Awards Ceremony, Town Hall, 10 July, 7.30
The winners of our biennial awards will be announced in the Town
Hall, and certificates presented by the Mayor, Councillor Kailash
Chander. Light refreshments will be provided. All members of the
Society are invited.
Packington Hall, evening of Wednesday, 6th August
There will be a visit to Packington Hall (not normally open to the
public) in the evening of Wednesday. This fine Palladian hall is NW
of Coventry just off the A45. For more information see the enclosed
flyer and call Allan Jeffery 02476 403797 to book a place.
The future for All Saints, Thursday
As the Revd Christopher Wilson, Priest in Charge of our Parish
Church, explained in our February Newsletter, All Saints faces some
very serious and troubling decisions. The church is crumbling and
fast. With the ever tightening finances of UK churches, Christopher
Wilson will discuss some of the options open to save this important
building in Leamington.
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

Charity No. 516078
________________________________

New members:
We welcome as new members.

Unless otherwise indicated, views
expressed in these newsletters are the
contributors’ own and not necessarily
the corporate view of the Society.

Steve Tebby and Mineko Nagasaki
Richard and Birgitta Ashworth
Alan Griffin
Anthony and Anne Gilmore
Robert and Helen Cunliffe
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Robert Goundry
Derek Turpin
Peter and June Stocker
Nigel Briggs

