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CHAIRMAN'S NOTES
As a relative newcomer to the Society, it's a surprise and a privilege to
find that I am chairman.
When I joined the committee last year, I distinctly remember a voice at
the AGM enquiring very reasonably "Who is Richard Ashworth?"
For over twenty years my wife and I enjoyed living in Fenny Compton,
which gave me a perspective on the town from rural Warwickshire.
Since moving into Leamington four years ago, we have come to
appreciate the town so much more – and have not once looked back.

Dates for your Diary
Summer trip
Visit to Boughton House
July 1st, travelling by coach
Awards ceremony
July 8th, 7.15 for 7.30
Conference Centre,
St Peter’s Church, Dormer Place

The varied topics covered in this newsletter speak volumes for the
Society's range of interests and activity. I am indebted to Archie and
For details see last page
Marianne for their continued work in putting the newsletter together.
With committee members who know Leamington so much better than I
do, they provide some reassurance that we can be effective. And I particularly look forward to getting to
know our membership better.
Lost members. We are very sad to report that three long standing members have died: Gordon GoddardPickett, our licensing adviser, Elemer (Ellie) Cranmer, founder member of the Leamington Society, and
Thomas Barneveld, stalwart newsletter deliverer.
Richard Ashworth
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Welcome to our new Chairman
I am delighted to welcome Richard as our new Chairman. I am certain he is an excellent choice, having
seen at first hand how enthusiastically and efficiently he is handling his first task – judging the Leamington
Society 2010 Award nominations. I know the leadership of the Society is going to be in very good hands.
Archie Pitts
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
AGM 2010
The 55th AGM was held in Oddfellows Hall on Thursday 13th May 2010. Your chairman, Archie Pitts,
welcomed over 40 members.
Apologies were received; the minutes of the previous AGM were accepted and signed.
Life members. The chairman proposed that life membership should be awarded to three members, Jo
Clark, Paul Edwards and Robin Taylor, for their exceptional contributions to the society and the welfare of
Leamington. All these nominations were accepted unanimously and with acclaim by those present.

The Chairman’s Report and Sub-Committee Reports, which had been circulated, were then presented. The
Chairman warmly thanked the executive committee members and the sub-committees for their support and
hard work during the year, as well as numerous other members, such as our newsletter deliverers.
The Treasurer reported a healthy financial position.
The Chairman’s Report and Committee Reports were adopted. Copies are available from the Chairman.
Amendments to our Constitution were approved: These changes are needed to ensure that we conform to
the current requirements of the Charity Commission. This is important to us because it gives us huge
legitimacy when making bids to grant making bodies – as we are doing for the project to restore the Linden
Arches.
The Chairman briefly described the current position on the Linden Arches. This is covered more fully
below.
Your Chairman for 2004-2010, Archie Pitts, announced that he was not standing for re-election, but was
expecting to remain active in the affairs of the Society. Marianne Pitts announced that she was not standing
for re-election as Treasurer, having looked after the Society’s finances for nearly eight years.
Officers for 2010-11 were proposed:
Chairman: Richard Ashworth
Hon. Secretary: Robin Adams

Vice-Chairmen: Paul Edwards, Archie Pitts
Hon. Treasurer: Robin Richmond

Executive Committee for 2010-2011:
Margaret Begg, Ruth Bennion, Rodney King, Marianne Pitts
As there were no other nominations, these were unanimously declared elected.
Paul Edwards has agreed to continue to serve as our Planning Representative.
It was proposed that Malcolm Welsh be re-appointed as Independent Examiner. A unanimous vote of
thanks was carried for his meticulous work in examining the accounts for 2009-10.
At the conclusion of the AGM, Richard Ashworth warmly thanked Archie and Marianne Pitts for all their
work on behalf of the Society.
There was a short break to enjoy the light refreshments prepared so excellently, as ever, by Ruth Bennion.
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Chandos Street car-park development
The application by Wilson Bowden to build a 220,000 sq feet retail development on Chandos Street car
park, with parking for 540 cars, and loading bays for eight 44 ton delivery lorries underground was formally
lodged with WDC at the end of March. The consultation period was longer than normal, because of the
enormous amount of paper work (over 100 plans and documents, some more than 100 pages long), and
because of the major nature of the proposal. Official public consultation closed at the end of May. You can
still make your views known in the Courier.
The Town Council Planning Committee, who discussed the proposal on May 13th, unanimously objected to
the scheme, on the grounds of its size; visual impact on the Conservation area; effect on the residences in
Clarendon Avenue and William and George Houses; increase of car parking from 180 places to 540 (on
three levels); demolition of 25 late Victorian houses; loss of businesses like Locke and England, Feldon’s;
loss of three streets; the consequent effect on traffic flow in neighbouring streets; and on and on.
The Town Council does not have power to stop the application – it can only lodge an objection. As its
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decision was unanimous, that should add weight to their views.
The Conservation Area Advisory Forum (CAAF), consisting of four WDC councillors and representatives
from about 12 local amenity societies, likewise is only advisory. It has also expressed great dislike for the
scheme, for a similar mix of reasons.
The WDC planning Committee is unlikely to consider the application before August.
The Leamington Society has lodged an objection.
Archie Pitts
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Life members
The Executive Committee recommended life membership for three members who have worked enormously
hard for the society, over very long periods, in each case with little publicity. They all deserve recognition.
Jo Clark. Jo has a prodigious knowledge of the history of the town with extensive printed ephemera about
this history; a worthy successor to Bill Gibbons. He has spoken to the society on numerous occasions,
stepping into the breach when one of our scheduled speakers has failed us at the last minute. He leads walks
around town on Heritage days. He organises delivery of 200+ copies of our newsletter with much greater
reliability than we would get from the Post Office. He served on the Executive Committee for a number of
years from later 1990s to mid 2000s, as Vice Chairman, and Secretary.
Paul Edwards. Paul he has served on the Executive Committee for years as Planning Representative which
means, inter alia, attending CAAF every three weeks. He has been a source of architectural and planning
guidance to the Committee all this time. He also has an enormous knowledge of the history of the town. In
recent years he has been lead gardener at the station, which has brought enormous credit and benefit to the
reputation of this Society
Robin Taylor. Robin is another of our unsung heroes. He has written the new version of the Society walks
leaflet and leads walks around the town on Heritage days. Surely his biggest contribution is to the station
garden, where he can be seen many days a week in his plus fours working to keep every thing in order,
(including the other gardeners?), and black spot and other undesirables at bay. His work on the garden
played an important part in our Country Life Award for the Best Country Garden in the UK last year. This
has brought huge benefit to the reputation of the society.
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Progress on Pump Room Gardens project
The project to restore the Pump Room Gardens to their Victorian splendour is in two parts and is well
underway. The first has been to clear the river bank of the brambles and untidy thicket, and then to replant
along the river edge with reeds and other native plants. These have been chosen to give sanctuary to
wildlife. This could bring back otters to the area, already inhabiting the Leam elsewhere.
The work has been organised by WDC, carried out by Glendale, and is almost complete. We now have to
wait for the planting to grow. In a year or two the river banks should look like those in Jephson Gardens.
The second part of the project is to restore the Victorian Linden Arches, put up around 1870. There were
originally eight of these, two along the Parade and six along Dormer Place. They were lit by town gas lamps
burning in 20" diameter globes. Only the broken remains of two arches are left, both near the entrance to the
Pump Rooms.
Four amenity groups have formed the Friends of the Royal Pump Room Gardens and are leading the project
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to restore the arches. These groups are the Leamington Society; the Central Leamington Residents’
Association; the Royal Leamington Spa Building Conservation Trust; and the Warwickshire Gardens Trust.
The restoration of the arches will cost over £100,000. This part of the project is being led by the Friends
working closely with WDC and supported by the Town Council. The cost is high, but we hope the work
will be done locally to benefit local businesses.
The Friends have raised well over half of the money needed in nine months. The sums raised so far have
included significant contributions from the reserves of the groups as well as from their individual members
and numerous local businesses and organisations. A major contribution is coming from WDC. The Friends
are now seeking the rest of the money, and are making bids to grant making bodies.

We are therefore now appealing to all members of the Leamington Society, of CLARA,
of RLSBCT and of WGT, to make a contribution to a dramatic improvement to the
Pump Room Gardens of Royal Leamington Spa
Michael Felmingham, the well-known Leamington artist, has given three oil paintings of local scenes to the
Friends of the Pump Room Gardens to be sold in aid of the restoration of the arches.
The oils are currently on display in the entrance to the Leamington Pump Room Art Gallery and Museum.
The pictures are offered for sale by Sealed Bid – to be opened at the beginning of August.


The bids must be sent in writing to Marianne Pitts, 4 Leam Terrace, Leamington Spa, CV31 1BB;



Bids must be received by Monday August 2nd 2010; and will be opened on August 3rd 2010;



The bids must be in an envelope marked “Sealed Bid”, giving your name, address, and telephone
number and/or email address;



All money raised will go to the restoration of the Pump Room arches.

These oil paintings have an expected value of £500 to 700 each.
Archie Pitts
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Michael Felmingham
Michael Felmingham is a well-known artist living in Leamington Spa, who has been exhibiting in leading
art galleries in Britain for over thirty years and taken part at the Royal Academy, Royal Watercolour Society
and Royal Society of British Artists. He has accepted commissions from major companies including Allied
Lyons and Texaco. A major retrospective exhibition was held at the Herbert Gallery in Coventry in 1977.
He has an annual one man show with W.H. Pattersons of Mayfair and exhibits regularly at the Gallery
Upstairs in Henley-in-Arden. His recent show with the Oakham Gallery in St James's was a virtual sell-out.
Michael taught for many years in Leicester and Coventry Colleges of Art and in 1989 gave up teaching
altogether. Since then he has worked from home, painting in oils and watercolours, houses, gardens, towns
and cities, especially Venice, for which he has become well known. Michael first visited Venice in 1974,
and now returns almost every year to Italy, to paint in the city of canals, Tuscany and Umbria. His work
shows the affection he has for the effects of sunlight on water, brick and plaster. Many show the narrow
gleams of light he finds in the back canals, or the sudden illumination of a facade. He contributes pictures to
the Venice in Peril fund every year.
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Book illustrations, print making (he made prints for the Royal Academy Graphics collection at Curwen
Studio in 1984), and murals feature considerably in his oeuvre, but he is notably a water colourist. He was a
Saunders Waterford Prize-winner in 1981, and won an award in the Laing Competition in 1992 and featured
in the March 1997 edition of Artist and Illustrators magazine. Michael contributed a chapter to 'Landscapes
in Watercolour' by Theodora Philcox published by AVA Switzerland in 2002. He is represented in the
permanent collections of the Herbert Gallery and Leamington Art Gallery.
Carey Moon, The Gallery Upstairs, Henley-in-Arden
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
“Renewable Energy from the Leam” or “In the steps of William Louis de Normanville”
In a successful joint talk with the Warwick Industrial Archaeology Society, Bernard Perkins and Matthew
Rhodes (of the Environmental Consultancy, Encraft) explored the past and future of generating energy from
the River Leam.
Bernard told us about the history of the river as a source
of energy since well before the Domesday Book, up to
the previous century, with much reference made to Janet
Storrie’s research on William de Normanville, the town’s
borough engineer. In 1899 de Normanville produced a
plan to replace expensive coal by using the Leam’s
waterpower to pump drinking water up to the reservoir on
Campion Hills and to stock the summer swimming baths.
The turbine and pumps (at the suspension bridge next to
Jephson Gardens) were delivered to the town in 1902-03
for £335; the river had to be deflected for their
installation.

Mill Bridge
David Stowell

The waterworks opened on February 23, 1903 with a
grand ceremony, reported in the current Leamington Courier. Original paperwork for the de Normanville
scheme is believed to be still in the archives of Gilkes of Kendal.
Matthew then described plans by Encraft to restore the use of the Leam, this time to generate electricity
inside the existing bridge abutments where the chambers and sluices built by de Normanville have survived
– but there is none of the original machinery left. He explained the difficult issues that have had to be
addressed – not all of which would have been familiar to de Normanville: fish protection, flood defences,
leisure use and environmental, as well as variable water flow and financing.
As the river flow is very variable, there will be two turbines, both active for 20% of the year, one for another
20% and neither for the drier seasons of the year (March-September). The estimated output for a year is 110
Megawatt-hours (enough for 30 households) so it is not a big project. As the river is prone to flooding the
electric chambers must be made waterproof.
Agencies to be consulted include the Environment Agency, WCC and WDC, the Countryside Commission,
Warwickshire Wildlife Trust, Severn Trent, angling clubs, local residents and so on and so forth. Grants
have been applied for from Advantage West Midlands and Natural England to cover the estimated £235,000
cost. If these applications are successful the payback period would be very short; even without the grants,
payback is 10-15 years and the system should last 50-100 years.
This could be an excellent scheme and we hope it succeeds.
Marianne Pitts, with help from Mike Hurn of WIAS
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The Courier – Past and Present
Martin Lawson, editor of the Courier, talked to the Warwick and Leamington Societies about the history of
the paper and its prospects. Published since 1828, Martin showed us old copies including one printed in
gold on white paper (barely readable) for a celebratory royal event in the times of Queen Victoria. He told
us how he had ordered the reprinting of a whole issue in the middle of the night to capture a breaking story,
in the race to get the news out before the competitors, at huge expense – almost losing his job.
As to the future, Martin said hard-copy press is under serious threat, especially local papers, with growing
competition from instantaneous news websites, email and social networking sites, combined with reduction
of revenue from advertising, which is also going on-line. This leads to fewer field reporters. Martin told us
how the format of papers is changing with more User Generated Content (UGC), now that we all have
digital cameras and email, reducing the need for professional reporters and cameramen. He was clear that
local newspapers have to change to survive.
In the vote of thanks, James MacKay complimented Martin on his interesting, lively and thought-provoking
talk, while regretting the emphasis of the Courier on Leamington Spa at the expense of its important and
historic neighbour.
Martin has been a newspaper man all his life, with long service to the Courier and is to retire soon. His
editorship will be a hard act to follow.
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
What is to become of the Spa Centre?
Antony Flint, the new manager of the Spa Centre, spoke to us at the end of our very busy AGM. He has
been given two years and some money to try to turn it into a more profitable / less expensive asset for the
town. As he pointed out, no arts facility in this country can survive without subsidy, private or public or
both. Paradoxically, the shock-horror headlines about closure of the building immediately after his
appointment have helped – no one involved with the Spa Centre can deny the need for change.
Coming from the revived Belgrade Theatre in Coventry and as a marketing man, Antony has the benefit of
an outsider’s view. The Spa Centre is used by all and sundry: the Salvation Army, schools’ drama, blood
transfusions, the mid Warwickshire Association of the National Trust, ... . It is busy every day and employs
only around twelve permanent staff. Our limited experience – the Whittle Talk in October 2008 – showed
that they are skilled and helpful though the technology for printing tickets created a long queue outside
(lucky it was not raining). The Spa Centre’s problems are both physical and managerial: the building is
shabby and the seats are uncomfortable or even broken; the theatrical repertoire has limited appeal to many
of Leamington’s richer and better educated citizens, who travel to Birmingham, Coventry, Stratford and the
Warwick Arts Centre for their entertainment. It is sometimes difficult to discover what is on at the cinema,
which is treated as a separate building, even though it is part of the whole. Drinks and catering, an important
part of theatre income, is in need of review.
Antony proposes to clean and refurbish the building and furniture as far as his budget will allow and arrange
a new programme with longer runs of more serious drama as part of a more balanced offering. The
installation of a satellite dish may enable him to stage relays of Metropolitan Opera and National Theatre
productions, which have been so successful in Warwick Arts Centre and Stratford. His new programme
starts this autumn, with wide publicity.
We wish him luck and give him our full support.
Marianne Pitts
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Proposals for Ford Foundry site
Trilogy Developments, who have purchased the old Ford Foundry site in Leamington, have announced plans
for an architectural competition for the new building for this abandoned ugly corner site. This is a core
location for everyone coming to the town along Europa Way. Let us hope they transform a depressing
entrance to our town into something uplifting.
The international architectural firm BDP is overseeing the project; their website shows the variety of major
projects in which they have had a lead role; see www.bdp.com
Architectural entries (and later the winner) for the competition will appear on the Trilogy website at
www.trilogydevelopments.com
Trilogy will also be making a presentation to us on their plans in the first week of September.
Archie Pitts
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Summer outing to Boughton House, Thursday July 1st 2010
Boughton
House,
near
Kettering
in
Northamptonshire, was built at the end of the
seventeenth century by the English ambassador
to France; modelled on Versailles, it is
sometimes referred to as the “English
Versailles”. Boughton House is the private
property of the Duke of Buccleuch and
Queensberry. It has only been open to the
public for a few years, and then only for
relatively short periods of the year.
As it was not the principal residence of the
family, the house has suffered little alteration in
Walled gardens at Boughton
three centuries. It contains a superb collection
of paintings, tapestries, furniture and porcelain, which requires a guided tour. The art collection includes 40
van Dyck sketches, a Goya, a Murillo and two portraits by Peter Lely.
Around the house there are acres of fine parkland including lawns, lakes, waterways and woods, some of
which are 300 years old. The park has being restored to its former glory and has been featured in recent
gardening magazines and Country Life. There is also a walled kitchen garden with a large herbaceous
border which should be in full bloom when we visit.
Lunch in the Stable Restaurant has to be booked in advance though you can picnic in the garden if you wish.
The lunch will be a cold buffet with ham, chicken, salmon, a variety of salads, bread and includes tea or
coffee. The food is excellent.
The cost of travel, coffee / tea on arrival with home-made biscuits and the guided tour of the house will be
£28, with an additional £10 for lunch.
Book with the enclosed flyer as soon as possible.
See their website www.boughtonhouse.org.uk
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
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Gordon Goddard-Pickett 1932-2010

Chairman

Gordon died on 8th May. Many members and friends attended his funeral
in All Saints’ Church, which was held in the traditional manner: black
carriage, black horses, black feathers, hymns. The music, preselected by
Gordon, included a valedictory “Bye, bye, blackbird”. It was an emotional
and moving occasion. His former partner Marcia, lifelong friend Mike and
P.A. Jackie each spoke about the support and friendship they had received
from him; his charm and style and generosity.

Richard Ashworth
32 Willes Road
CV31 1BN 316703
Vice Chairmen
Paul Edwards
55 Leam Terrace
CV31 1DG 423725

He was named Gordon Alfred after Alfred Herbert, his father’s employer,
and grew up on the Herbert estate in Hampshire. After National Service
(the Army Signals) he worked for years in Dunlop and lived in Coventry
but in 1986 he, Marcia and his widowed mother moved to the York Road
house in Leamington Spa. He loved that house and wanted to die in it, an
ambition he achieved with the loyal support of Jackie.

Archie Pitts
4 Leam Terrace
CV31 1BB 885532
Hon. Secretary
Robin Adams
21 St Marks Road
CV32 6DL 426616

He has been an active member of the Leamington Society for decades: he
found alternative buyers for the Regent Hotel when it was threatened with
part-demolition and fought hard to have the Hotel sold on the open market.
As we know, in spite of taking the case to the High Court, this failed. As
his disability (rheumatoid arthritis) grew worse, he became housebound
and devoted his considerable energy to fighting the central Leamington
licensing which makes life a misery for the local residents. He did this so
adroitly that many of the landlords he opposed became personal friends.

Hon. Treasurer
Robin Richmond
38 Leam Terrace
CV31 1BQ 335952
Planning Representative
Paul Edwards 423725

He will be greatly missed.
Other Committee Members

Marianne Pitts

Margaret Begg 423822
Ruth Bennion 421862

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

Rodney King 334053

New members

Marianne Pitts 885532

We welcome to the Society
Newsletter Distribution
Jo Clark
The Leamington Society is a registered

Tim and Nadia Evans

Richard and Keltie Ward

Peter James

Anne Hibbert

Iain Smith

charity. It is a member of the West
Midlands

Amenity

Association.

Societies

heritage and improve the character of
Royal

Leamington

Spa

and

to

encourage high standards of planning
and architecture
Charity No. 516078
________________________________
Unless
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It exists to preserve the

otherwise

indicated,

views

expressed in these newsletters are the
contributors’ own and not necessarily
the corporate view of the Society.

EVENTS to July 2010
Visit to Boughton Hall, Kettering, July 1st, by coach departing Newbold
Comyn 9.15, returning by about 17.30
Leamington Society Awards 2010, July 8th. Evening chaired by
Chairman of WDC, Cllr Bertie MacKay, and certificates to be presented
by the Mayor of Royal Leamington Spa, Cllr Robert Cunliffe.
Conference Centre, Dormer Place, 7.15 for 7.30
All members of the Society welcome. Light refreshments.
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