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Chairman's Notes
Is WDC failing us?
Yet another planning committee (11th November) is told
that the Council cannot demonstrate a five year supply of
housing land – so the Europa Way Consortium is granted
outline permission for 735 dwellings, over and above the
1000 granted in August. The 5 year housing supply is crucial
for planning control. This depends on detailed, up to date
logging of progress on multiple sites and our Council has
failed to do its homework and keep on top of this
assessment in spite of independent and carefully researched
and detailed evidence given to Riverside House over the
past year.
Meantime Warwick District edges slowly towards the public
examination of its Local Plan by an Inspector – possibly in
March or April 2015. A rational observer might assume the
purpose of this would be a blue print for the extent and
location of future developments. In the Alice in Wonderland
logic of current planning the Inspector will eventually be
invited to rubber stamp a fait accompli with all the large
controversial applications granted.

Talks
Coventry Cathedral
Sarah Hosking
Tuesday, December 2nd, 7.30
Conference Centre, Dormer Place
St George’s Chapel and
Windsor Castle
Dr Charles Brown
Thursday, January 15th, 2015
Conference Centre, Dormer Place
Bread
Steve Burnett
Thursday, February 12th
Conference Centre, Dormer Place
Bandstands
Paul Rabbitts
Thursday, March 12th
Conference Centre, Dormer Place

The Inspector will hear widely varying evidence, including
the latest population projections from the ONS (Office of
National Statistics). The ONS suggests Coventry will grow at
an increasing rate, while growth of population in Warwick and other neighbouring districts is set to
be much slower than assumed by the draft Plan. Are these major sites south of Warwick and
Leamington with outline planning permission to be dormitories for Coventry?
Quite apart from the doubtful quantity, what about the quality of the planned housing? Of course
no developer ever puts in a “low quality” application, describing the best of layout and design in the
very best of worlds. Never has the meaning of English been so traduced as in the use of
“sustainable” – drizzled like a planning garnish over multiple pages of justification. I hope that
Councillor Alan Rhead, chairman of the council planning committee, does not mind my reporting his
heartfelt plea at a recent planning forum: “currently we are not being serious about the need to
build energy efficient housing.”

At our Awards Evening in July I briefly challenged Riverside House about quality of housing design.
Efficient and truly sustainable housing is a key element of this. It's too easy to skimp on building
for“affordable” pricing – only to saddle the occupant with unaffordable running costs or expensive
repairs in due course.
Is it clever to spread the housing at low density which discourages bus services, while car
dependency and big expensive road schemes inhibit walking and cycling? If households are pushed
to two or more car ownership, how affordable is that? These outline layouts typically cover a big
acreage, with lots of parking and lawns, but then build homes with cramped interiors.
I have heard applicants and officers enthuse, to planning committees, on the key role of design
codes to be applied to these schemes. From the evidence of recent detailed applications, I remain
sceptical. More than half a century ago Parker Morris standards were introduced and later
abandoned: it is shameful that design standards have not advanced in line with inflated house
prices. Looking towards Europe is not currently popular, but do some of our continental neighbours
build better designed and more efficient housing? Indeed they do.
Richard Ashworth
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Forthcoming talks: For venues and times see front page of this Newsletter
Coventry Cathedral, Sarah Hosking
Sarah, lecturer and writer, will give an illustrated talk about Coventry Cathedral, starting from the
WW II bombing of the medieval church and its emergence as a national symbol of resurgence,
followed by the planning of the new cathedral: the theological implications of its design, the political
circumstances of its financing, the commissioning of its art works and concluding with its modern
reputation. Admission £2
St George’s Chapel and Windsor Castle, Dr Charles Brown
Dr Brown, Conservation Architect, will tell us how within the walls of the royal residence of Windsor
Castle stands the magnificent late gothic Chapel of St George, spiritual home of the Knights of the
Garter and the burial place of Kings and Queens. He will describe the Chapel, the life of those who
live near it and serve it and the privileged years when he was responsible for its maintenance and
embellishment. Admission £2
Bread, Steve Burnett
Stephen and Michele Burnett started their artisan bakery business from scratch in a tiny coffee van.
In spite of the recession and the challenges of starting, their business has grown to a chain of
independent Leamington and Warwick based shops and cafés. Try their products and learn about
the world of bread baking. Admission £2
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
The five year housing land supply – What it is and why it matters
What it is. The expression ‘Five year housing land supply’ sounds arcane. It is. It is defined as the
amount of land that a Local Planning Authority, for us WDC, must have available for building new
homes in the coming five‐year period.
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How big a land supply the district needs depends on how fast our population is projected to grow
and on the projected change in household size. The population figures are those of the Office of
National Statistics. For the household size WDC relies on figures from the consultants GL Hearn. In
2013 these inputs led WDC to conclude that number of new homes needed for our district would be
12,860 over the period from 2011 to 2029 or about 714 a year.
Does WDC have a five year supply? WDC reckons not. However Cllr Ray Bullen of Bishops
Tachbrook Parish Council, and previously of the Coventry City Planning Department, has done his
own independent and meticulous calculations and concluded the distrct has more than a five year
supply. He has presented his calculations to the WDC both at public and private meetings with
senior council officers. One officer told Mr Bullen that the council does not have the resources to do
the assessments to the same level of precision. WDC is sticking to its point of view.
When given planning permission, the number of homes granted permission contributes to WDC’s
five year supply figure. Once granted, planning permissions cannot be withdrawn.
Where should all these houses be built? The government requirement is first to use brownfield
sites. Then, if we are to avoid green belt (up to 80% of the district), we must look to the remaining
20%. This is primarily in the area south of Leamington and Warwick in Bishops Tachbrook, Whitnash,
south of Myton Road and east of Banbury Road. This quality agricultural land will be developed and
lost for forever.
Why it matters, and hugely. Where are the residents of the new homes going to work and how will
they travel there? Many will commute to Coventry by car through Leamington and Warwick
increasing the congestion there. The Highways Authority at WCC proposes “mitigation work”, which
is code for dualing Europa Way, putting in traffic lights and so on. This cannot solve the problem and
is unlikely to even mitigate it – the bottlenecks will merely be moved along to different pinch‐points.
And now. In May 2014 the ONS reduced its predicted populations for our district, and for the
neighbouring districts of Stratford, Rugby and Solihull, each by 29%. The figure for Coventry was
increased, perhaps because the previous population trends due to the influx of overseas students
were expected to continue for the next 15 years. WDC senior officers and councillors have
steadfastly refused to adjust the projected population figures or household size for our district
accordingly. Why?
Using more realistic population projections would ensure the district met its five year housing figure
with even more spare capacity. Why was this opportunity not seized – as it was in Stratford and
other areas?
The final straw. As long as we do not have an approved Local Plan in place our Planning Committee
is powerless to refuse applications; the Committee is told that any application it dares to refuse is
would be lost at appeal. This is why so many large applications have been approved recently. The
developers have the whip‐hand. Of course land‐owners are delighted to realise huge capital gains
that arise from the change of use of their land.
It was reported in the Leamington Courier (November 7, page3) that the Chief Executive of WDC had
taken exceptional powers to delay the submission of the draft Local Plan for approval, giving
developers even more time to have their applications approved. And for yet more land owners to
profit.
No wonder many people in Warwick district are furious. Sadly the majority do not appreciate the
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enormity of the implications of the current planning applications being granted. Or perhaps they
feel resigned to ever increasing road congestion and pollution and to the consequential council tax
increases to meet the supporting infrastructure costs not met from these developments.
Sad indeed. But what can we do? Talk to your District Councillors.
Archie Pitts
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Sirs
I do my best to be virtuous and generally I read all the Newsletter. But that has its disadvantages
and in August the Chairman’s notes twice made me angry, not with the Chairman of course, but with
what he was writing about.
He wrote, firstly, that Councillors are “all too often” harried by anonymous letters, mostly I suppose
in the press but perhaps occasionally in the post.
Now like most of us I am cynical about politicians, and that is how it should be. But cynicism can slip
all too easily into indifference and indifference into anarchy. Some‐one has to do the jobs of
politicians, and to assume that they pass their time in idle chat and eyeing the main chance is lazy
and very foolish. Those who believe otherwise should try sitting through long hours of meetings or
toiling through hundreds of pages of official words by people who have never learnt that brevity is
wit. Anonymous letters are always contemptible, to Councillors as much as to anyone.
That was one thing. On the other hand the notion of the Council “frequently” concealing from the
public the details of “commercially sensitive” contracts or, to put it another way, submitting to
“discretion in preference to transparency” is equally infuriating. The Council exists on public money
to serve the public. It should never agree to a contract that contains a whiff of secrecy (national
security being rarely pertinent, I imagine). If a company requires secrecy it should be shown the
door (or, like the representative of the claque at La Scala who offered Chaliapin an “arrangement”,
picked up and thrown downstairs).
I must stress that I am not against commerce. Far from it. Selling, unless of oneself or of someone
else down the river, makes the world go round. But the Council is neither an individual nor a
business and if it fails to have that simple fact burnt into its collective mind corruption will certainly
be suspected and may exist. If it exists often enough the roof falls in, on Councillors as much as on
anyone.
Yours
Robin Taylor
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Pump Room Gardens restoration: progress update
The Friends of the Pump Room Gardens and Warwick District Council
are working in partnership on a bid to the Heritage Lottery Fund for
£1+ million restoration of the Pump Room Gardens.
Detailed planning has started at last. If the bid is successful WDC will
contribute £100,000 in matched funding; the Friends have committed
to finding a further £100,000.
4

Earlier this year we passed a preliminary hurdle at which our project was the only HLF Parks and
Gardens application from the West Midlands to succeed at the national level and HLF gave us a grant
to prepare more detailed plans. This suggests that HLF believes our PRG is worth restoring. In order
to qualify for the full grant, we must comply with HLF’s strict standards.
An experienced team of landscape architects, AshmeadPrice, has started working on the plans. Look
at the Projects page of www.ashmeadprice.co.uk. Brownhill Hayward Brown, of Lichfield, will be
advising on the bandstand. They have
looked inside the roof, supported by a
central pole for the last 50 years – why? We
hope they will be looking into the basement
(bricked up since the 1970s).
Other
members of the Ashmead Price team are
advising on the blocked drains and what can
be done to alleviate waterlogging of the
gardens, a problem described in the Courier
nearly 150 years ago.
HLF only fund physical restorations of parks
and gardens in combination with heritage
Inspecting inside the roof
learning by society across different ages,
ethnic groups and so on. Allan Randall and Sarah Douglas are a team working on the best way to
engage the community. They are experienced in such work and are talking to community groups
and local schools likely to be interested in the restoration of the PRG. The Friends have also enlisted
the help of the group, led by Kath Pasteur and Kristie Naimo, which converted the overgrown
wilderness between the rail tracks adjacent to Prince’s Drive to to a community woodland (Foundry
Wood), in under three years.
The work of the consultants will be coordinated by a project manager, Nat Healy of
www.redkitenetwork.co.uk.
The Friends have created a new website www.pumproomgardens.org.uk which will be regularly
updated to show progress over the next year.
Please complete our online survey
www.surveymonkey.com/s/9FBJK7Y. Alternatively fill in a hard copy (at the Visitors Information
Centre in the Pump Rooms); it is important that we have a good response rate to demonstrate to
HLF that the public are interested.
The recent appeal specifically for the bandstand raised over £2,000. Under this appeal, that ran for a
very short period, any online donation of £10 (or six successive monthly donations) through the
www.localgiving.com website was doubled from a central government fund. Thank you to all
members of the society who donated.
Archie Pitts, Chairman, Friends of Pump Room Gardens
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Willes Bridge: GOOD NEWS
This Grade II listed bridge, attributed to John Nash and erected in 1824, was restored in the late 19th
century. It has a majestic profile when viewed from Mill Gardens. The bridge has been in a poor
state for many years and is progressively deteriorating. The stonework has crumbled to such an
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extent that much of the original fine carving has all but disappeared. The bronze falcons have been
missing for many years; thankfully they are in safe keeping with Warwickshire County Council.

Willes Bridge and one of the original falcons now in storage
WCC is now planning to do some much needed repairs of the bridge early in 2015 including putting
back resin bonded copies of the falcons. The Leamington Society is delighted.
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
University of Warwick students living in Leamington
In October 1965, the University of Warwick admitted its first 450 undergraduates. Last month
around 4,000 new undergraduates arrived and the total number of students is about 24,000.
Warwick is now a globally‐recognised university, recently designated “University of the Year” by the
Times and Sunday Times.
In recent years, an increasing number (currently 4 ‐ 5,000) of our students have elected to live in
Royal Leamington Spa in their second and third years, attracted by the pleasant look and feel of the
town, and the retail and entertainment offer.
We manage a portfolio of over 160 leased properties in Leamington which are used by some
students but many more live in properties owned by private landlords. Many of these properties are
on the south side of town, and in that area some streets are now dominated by student housing.
We are aware that this concentration of student homes has caused concern to some Leamington
residents: about excessive noise coming from student homes and from the streets; about rubbish
not disposed of properly and the number of cars parked in residential areas.
The University and the Students’ Union provide a wide range of information to off‐campus students
on housing issues, including advice on how to dispose of rubbish and behave responsibly. The SU
runs a campaign called “Love Community” which encourages our students to be good citizens and to
make a positive contribution, and also takes an active part in the South Leamington Community
Forum.
Students like to socialise and hold the occasional party. If local residents experience an
unreasonable amount of noise there is an established process for complaint: they can either contact
Warwick District Council’s Health & Community Protection team on 01926 456725 or contact me
direct on 024 7652 2772. Usually a letter from me is all that’s required to prevent a recurrence.
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We have been told that the most annoying issue for Leamington residents is street noise outside
their homes, as young people return from a night out – this is particularly disturbing during the
week, when they have to get up early for work the next day. The University is now funding Street
Marshals to help keep our students safe after a night out on weekday evenings and to maintain calm
in the areas where they live. This is a unique scheme – run in partnership with WDC, Warwickshire
Police and the Students Union – and is an extension of the existing street marshals scheme operated
by the Community Safety Partnership in the town centre at weekends.
However there are some student housing issues that we cannot influence. The University cannot tell
its students where to live or where to park; and we have no influence over properties bought by
private landlords, and how they market and maintain them.
The positive contributions of our student volunteers in Leamington are often overlooked: helping
primary school pupils with their reading, joining the clean‐up of the Grand Union Canal and
supporting the Sydni Community Centre. Our students also bring creativity and life to Leamington
and have a significant economic impact: the value of each student’s expenditure to the town’s
economy was recently estimated to be more than £13,000 a year.
Matthew Scott, University of Warwick Accommodation Manager
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
In giving, how much do we receive?
The social value of volunteering
Andrew Haldane, Chief Economist of the Bank of England, lectured on this in September 2014
[www.bankofengland.co.uk/publications/Documents/speeches/2014/speech756.pdf is the full link
and gives all the references]. It was so interesting that I wanted to draw members’ attention to it.
In one way or another, many of us are volunteers. Astronomy, bird‐watching, running charity shops,
Citizens Advice Bureaux, wild life conservation rely heavily on amateurs and volunteers. The
National Trust alone occupies thousands of volunteer hours. Haldane has access to all the available
and respectable national and international statistics on volunteering and as an economist he can
draw conclusions from them. He is attempting to quantify the contribution of volunteering to our
wellbeing over and above the measured and reported Gross Domestic Product (GDP).
To begin at the beginning: “you can only measure what you can first define” – what is volunteering?
It is “unpaid, non‐compulsory work ... performed for others outside their own household”, either in
a group (formal) or individually (informal). Taking your father to hospital is family care, taking your
neighbour to hospital is volunteering and takes time and effort. In Britain the volunteer army is
huge: 44% of the population volunteer at least once a year and 29% volunteer formally at least once
a month, so 15 million people in the UK volunteer “frequently” which adds up to 2 BILLION hours
and if you add the informal and infrequent volunteers, the hours “worked” are above 4 BILLION a
year. It is an industry in its own right.
The UK is not unique. International comparisons put us 26th, after the USA and New Zealand, but
before France and Sweden. Older people are more likely to volunteer than the working‐age
population, for obvious reasons; men and women are roughly equal, and there is little difference
between classes and ethnic groups. The numbers are stable, though varying counter‐intuitively with
the economic cycle: down in recession, up in recovery.
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What is this unpaid work worth? Haldane divides it into a three layered onion with volunteers at its
core:
1. The easiest layer, economic value, is measured by the equivalent market cost of such labour,
using the hourly wage rates for equivalent paid workers. Volunteers may be less competent but
more enthusiastic and the sheer number of hours worked give an estimated economic value £24
billion to formal voluntary labour on its own. Informal volunteering is worth almost as much
again.
2. The private value to the volunteers – what do they get out of it? Surveys show that enjoyment,
satisfaction, making friends, learning new skills, exercising old skills and gaining confidence
motivate volunteers. The personal well‐being gained was found to be on a par with playing
sport and volunteers would have to be paid good money to give up the habit (£2,400 on
average). Volunteering has a positive effect on mental health, reducing stress, anxiety and
depression. The social aspect is particularly important for the retired, whose families have left
home. The young benefit from new skills, higher productivity and a more attractive CV – so ‘in
giving we really do receive – possibly as much as we give!’
3. The social value – what is gained by the community? Haldane discusses an actual charity,
Centrepoint, supporting homeless young people in London, thus protecting them from poverty,
illness, drug and alcohol abuse and a possible criminal record and at the same time protecting
society from the cost of these potential problems. The benefit to society was estimated by Pro
Bono Economists to be at least £2.40 for every £1 spent and this multiplier is typical. Most of
the smaller charities cannot estimate their social value at all.
The value of volunteering does not appear in any official national statistics but it is huge.
Could / should the state do more to encourage volunteering? Volunteers typically under‐rate their
contribution. More information and research and trustworthy publicity might persuade more
people to come forward and potential sponsors might spend their money more wisely. National
Charity websites enable the matching the skills of volunteers to the tasks (why do I end up as
Treasurer so often?). Encouraging busy people to micro‐volunteer for a few minutes (participating
in on‐line surveys, writing an email to a sick child) would recruit working people. Employers who
grant their workers time off to volunteer acquire a motivated and happy staff. This is happening, but
progress is slow.
Catching them young helps. National Trust youth camps and the USA domestic Peace Corps
(AmeriCorps) are good examples. At the moment money given to UK charities is supplemented by
Gift Aid. What about a tax incentive for those who give their time? Canada gives its volunteer
firemen a tax credit of $3,000 for 200 hours of (properly scheduled and audited) volunteering.
I will close by quoting Haldane’s last paragraph: “Whether seen from an economic or social
perspective, volunteering is big business with annual turnover well into three‐figure billions. But it is
a well‐hidden jewel, whose social worth is rarely the subject of a public valuation. One of the
purposes of this lecture was to provide such a valuation, however imperfect”.
Marianne Pitts
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
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Leamington in Bloom
The town is seeking volunteers to join the Leamington in Bloom Committee to help prepare an entry
for the Britain in Bloom 2015 completion.
Gardening skills are not needed, just enthusiasm for a floral Leamington. Contact Robert Nash at the
Town Hall 01926 450 906 or by email clerk@leamingtonspatowncouncil.gov.uk
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
National award for conversion of Old Library
TateHindle, a national firm of architects, was the winner of a prestigious award for Retrofit
Architecture from the national Architects Journal. This award was granted to the architects for their
stylish and innovative conversion of an old space for which there was no economically realistic
demand in the present straitened times. The
building now has a useful and well‐designed
function, in this case modern new apartments
which were all quickly snapped up by
purchasers. The town must be grateful for the
architect and developers (TAG Exclusive
Properties) for saving a building which had
been deteriorating for ten or more years.
While many are saddened by the building no
longer having a public function, there can be
no denying that its restoration is an uplifting
sight to anyone passing along Avenue Road.

Old Library, Avenue Road

Congratulations to all concerned.
Archie Pitts
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
The King under the car park; Mathew Morris, Archaeologist from University of Leicester
Truth is often stranger than fiction.
Richard III’s corpse was taken from Bosworth battlefield to Leicester for a lying in state before burial,
important to demonstrate that he was dead and no one could claim his identity. The body was
believed to have been thrown into the river Soar and there is a plaque on King Richard Bridge to
commemorate this non‐event. Other rumours and local history located the bones in Grey Friars
Priory, demolished in the Reformation. Only the approximate position of the Priory was known (by
the street name and previous archaeology) and a council car park lay above the best guess location,
which made excavation possible. As churches are built East West, with the altar at the East end,
Mathew and his team dug two parallel tranches North South, to cross as many identifying walls and
structures as possible.
The first set of bones encountered ”Skeleton number 1” were left uncovered for a week as the dig
progressed. The original geographic guess turned out correct: they were digging across the church
choir. Skeleton number 1 had clear curvature of the spine and had been hastily crammed into too
small a grave for his height. The bones are identified as Richard III beyond reasonable doubt: by
radio‐carbon dating, bone analysis of the diet, forensic investigation and mitochondrial DNA from
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the last known descendants of his mother, Cecily Neville. The facial reconstruction, done “blind”
and by two artists, matches the portrait in the National Portrait Gallery. His hunchback was scoliosis
of the spine, but there was no withered arm. History is written by the victors and Richard III was a
victim of Tudor propaganda.
The dig was a collaboration between the University of Leicester, Leicester City Council and the
Richard III Society initiated by Philippa Langley, and their courage has been rewarded. The news was
a sensation. The body is to remain in Leicester with a proper tomb and a Heritage Centre ‐ a future
Leamington Society visit?
As I said: truth is stranger than fiction. All those who came were fascinated and we thank Mathew
for his lively presentation.
Marianne Pitts
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Historical Intrusions and Extrusions: Close Encounters with the Past with Richard Beacham
Our speaker’s passion for the past began when, as a small and imaginative boy, he found Native
American flint arrowheads on his father’s farm in Virginia and grew up with the folk memories of the
US Civil War. Later, as a handsome wandering scholar in Europe, he explored the ancient world and
visited Robert Graves in Majorca. His heart has remained deeply engaged through more than 40
years of living and working: travel, study, dreams, diary writing, reconciling the ever changing
interpretations of the past with ourselves.
The most dramatic images of this stimulating intelligent and articulate lecture were the computer
reconstructions of Roman theatres and villas, which enable viewers to be an avatar and become part
of the historic scene. The virtual models were based on meticulous measurements of whatever
ruins remain, combined with historic descriptions and photographs and pictures so that they were
both convincing and beautiful. No wonder Graeco‐Roman theatre design has survived to the
present.
The past was made to live again and the boundary between reality and fantasy became blurred. It
was characteristic that we were shown a film of a real actor in a reconstructed antique mask playing
Oedipus Rex on a reconstituted virtual stage based upon an actual Roman stage, now in ruins –
speaking a Malay translation of the original Greek. This was one of a series of performances
recorded using both motion capture and chroma‐key in Leamington in the Loft studio, and on the
computers in Richard’s offices.
We are fortunate to have such a distinguished academic living in the town. He has rescued the
Whittle workshop among his many and various academic pursuits.
His audience enjoyed a rare treat and we are grateful.
Marianne Pitts
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
The railway in the West Midlands – the future
The well‐attended annual lecture of the Friends of Leamington Station began with a vote of thanks.
Archie Pitts introduced Ian Baxter by thanking him for having, ten years ago, seen the benefits that a
Friends team could give to the station, and to the town. No‐one then could foresee how much
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would be achieved, from the listing of the building and its sensitive restoration – the clock in the
Booking Hall, the art deco waiting rooms, the contemporary art in the subway, the lighting of the
platforms ‐ to the prizewinning garden. Ian, summing these up later in his talk, returned the
compliment, congratulating the Friends as a model for other stations on the Chiltern line.
Before that, he had made a tour d’horizon of the infrastructure and train service changes which are
in prospect for the south Midlands between now and the opening of HS2 in the late 2020s. Driven as
much by local and national politics as by the market, they include the high speed line itself. Ian did
not draw attention to how much worse HS2 will make the fastest train service between the sub‐
region and London, the Pendolino between Coventry and Euston, but he did outline the plan for a
once per hour local train between Kenilworth and Leamington. He foresaw phase‐by‐phase
electrification, first between Oxford and Paddington, then for freight between Southampton and the
Midlands, maybe eventually on the Snow Hill Lines. And he emphasised the need for more capacity
as well as for higher speed if the railway is to meet growing transport demand.
All evening, Ian’s enthusiasm for the railway and for its contribution to human happiness shone
through. An admirer both of Brunel and of his successor WY Armstrong, the engineer responsible
for many of the improvements made in the early 20th century to the GWR’s notoriously indirect
routes – including the new line to Birmingham, Ian was justly proud of Chiltern’s revival of that
route, and of the service which it provides to Leamington. He gave the Friends an informative and
entertaining evening.
James MacKay
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Railway matters
Annual Remembrance Service
We all knew that Remembrance Day 2014 would be marked in special ways. The Friends of
Leamington Station did so by inviting Major Jeremy Higgins of the Territorial Army to lay a wreath,
and after the service to speak to us about his extensive research into the lives of as many railway
personnel who fell in the Great War.
His interest was triggered after returning to civilian work
following a tour of service in Iraq when, waiting for a train he
looked at the names on the Roll of Honour on Platform 2. He
decided to find out what he could about one; success led to
researching another, and then another; he was hooked.
Jeremy Higgin’s enormous labours have resulted in a book
Great War Railwaymen: Britain’s Railway Company Workers
at War 1914‐1918 ((Uniform Press) on what he discovered
about 12, 000 of railway staff who lost their lives in the war.
It was a welcome touch that he combined his talk with the
book launch. After a hugely interesting presentation very
many of us bought his book.
Jeremy Higgins is a director of CrossCountry Rail and uses
Leamington station regularly to travel to work.
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Major Jeremy Higgins
at his book launch

Another award for the station gardeners
In September the RHS / Heart of England in Bloom announced Leamington Station garden to be
worthy of an Outstanding Award in the Your Neighbourhood category. Well done to all the
gardeners amongst the Friends of Leamington Station.
The gardens have won one or more awards every year since 2006, generally at the top level. The
gardeners deserve congratulations from Leamington and the wider rail travelling public.
Warning
Railways

by

Chiltern

Rail travellers, including all
ghosts, using Leamington
station have been warned.
Here
Nick
Rees,,
Supernatural liaison officer
for Chiltern, is checking
one.
Both Jeremy Higgins and
Nick Rees have appeared
on Portillo BBC TV railways
programmes.
Archie Pitts

Nick Rees with the first ghost of the morning at Leamington Station?

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
New members
We welcome to the Society
Mrs Justine Ragany
Jim and Penny Dean

Mrs Pauline Boyce
Robert and Wendy Gaston

Teresa Smith

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Chairman: Richard Ashworth, 32 Willes Road, CV31 1BN 01926 316703
Vice Chairmen: Marianne Pitts, 4 Leam Terrace, CV31 1BB 01926 885532
Geoff Renshaw, 19 Willes Terrace, 01926 770600;
Hon. Secretary: Margaret Begg, The Garden House, Clarendon Crescent, CV32 5NR, 01926 423822
Hon. Treasurer: Clive Engwell, Clarendon Cottage, Clarendon Square, CV32 5QT, 01926 420 454
Committee Members:
Dorothy Clark 01926 315185
Archie Pitts 01926 885532
Richard Ward 01926 422750

Rodney King 01926 334053
Jef Tuyn 01926 339085

Newsletter Distribution: Jo Clark and Dorothy Clark (no relations)
The Leamington Society is a registered charity. It is a member of the West Midlands Amenity Societies
Association and the National Organisation of Residents’ Associations. It exists to preserve the heritage and
improve the character of Royal Leamington Spa and to encourage high standards of planning and architecture
Charity No. 516078
Unless otherwise indicated, views expressed in these newsletters are the contributors’ own and not necessarily
the corporate view of the Society
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