
Dates for your Diary

George Goodall
The History of Planning

Permission. Is it bureaucracy
gone mad?

September 14th
Oddfellows Hall

Jenny Sansom and Becky Davies
Recycling. Is it a load of old

rubbish?
October 12th

Oddfellows Hall

PARTY
Joint party with CLARA
7.30, Friday November 3rd

Cultural Quarter, Spencers Yard

Steven Falk
Arden to Feldon: Warwickshire

landscapes and ecology
November 9th

Oddfellows Hall

Hector Sutherland
Life at Charlecote House and the

visit of Elizabeth I in 1572
December 14th

Oddfellows Hall

See back page for more
information on these events
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CHAIRMAN'S NOTES

Party. Not only has the Leamington Society reached its 50th year, but
CLARA (the Central Leamington Residents’ Association) has come of
age – it is 21 years old. The perfect reason for a party – to be held on
November 3rd in the newly opened Cultural Centre in Spencer Yard,
off Spencer Street. The wonderfully restored and equipped buildings at
the Cultural Centre were opened at the end of June – see Tim Griffiths’
article below, written before the very recent theft of the Elephant Boy
sculpture. Wine, soft drinks and nibbles will be on offer.

There will be no charge, but donations will be gratefully accepted.

This party will help cement the growing cooperation between CLARA
and the Leamington Society who have worked together on a number of
issues of common interest, the latest being our joint opposition to the
Miller Homes proposals for Quicks Site at Station Approach.

New housing numbers. At the beginning of August fresh government
housing targets were proposed for the West Midlands: 576,000 new
homes by 2026 instead of the previous figure of 381,000, an increase
of 51%. According to the Birmingham Post (August 3rd) “The draft
strategy proposes a shift away from previous policies, which
concentrated growth on the towns of Worcester, Telford. Warwick,
Leamington and Lichfield.” Let us hope this is what happens.

Street trees in Leamington. Earlier this year many good size trees
were replanted in the streets of Leamington, thanks to the efforts of
Ruth Bennion and Rachel Chesterfield. Rachel has been campaigning
since the early 1990s for the missing trees in Leam Terrace to be
replaced. At last the gaps have been filled. Thank you Ruth and
Rachel, and of course WDC and the Town Council, for the new trees.

The trees need watering, particularly in the hot dry weather we have
been having recently. The contractors who planted the trees were not
commissioned to do this – the hope and expectation was that residents
living nearby would water them.

Jephson Garden Gates. The infill panel designed by Paul Edwards
has now been made, installed and decorated by George Worralls with
gold leaf on the tips of the decorative scroll work. It looks very good, and complements the gilding on the
gates opposite the pump rooms which we commissioned last year – also by Worralls.

Waller of Woodcote collection at the County Record Office. This collection of records relating to
Warwick and Warwickshire may have to be sold. If the collection is of interest to you or you have used it,
let us know. Better still, contact Caroline Sampson (Head of the Archive Service at the Record Office) on
01926 738959 or recordoffice@warwickshire.gov.uk.

Archie Pitts
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Another reprieve at Quicks Site, Station Approach
Developers Miller Homes appealed against two decisions last year in which WDC refused to allow five-
floor blocks of flats on Station Approach alongside the railway station in Leamington Spa. These flats
would have towered above the houses in neighbouring Avenue Road.

The Leamington Society, working jointly with the Central Leamington Local Residents Association
(CLARA), local residents to the scheme, the Avenue Bowling Club and the Town Council, actively
supported WDC in opposing the Appeals.

The five groups were third parties to the Appeal at which they were granted special privileges, formally
called "Rule 6 Status". This gave these groups enhanced rights to speak at the 3½ day hearing in the Town
Hall before an independent planning inspector last April. They could cross-question the expert witnesses of
the developers. In exchange they were subject to questioning by the Miller Homes planning team of experts
led by Mr Ian Dove, who is reputed to be one of the best planning barristers in the country. The third parties
were led at the Appeal by the Chairman of the Leamington Society.

Before the hearing the third parties worked hard to produce a three volume report criticising the proposed
development of five floors for being cramped, badly designed and crowded. They dwarfed neighbouring
houses, filled the site up to the boundaries and left no room for trees or other significant planting.

When preparing our case we, the third parties, were greatly helped by the Appeals Officers at WDC – it was
good to be working with them on this. The local branch of CPRE also assisted; they have argued for a bus-
train interchange on the north side of the station. We hope that this idea will now receive serious
consideration.

The result of the Appeals was announced in July in a 29 page report by the Inspector, endorsed by the
Secretary of State at the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister. The Appeals were dismissed so Leamington
has been saved from a dreadful development – for the time being. It was gratifying that the Inspector agreed
with many of our points:

“The secretary of state noted her inspector’s conclusion that because of their height and the limited amount
of space around them, the buildings would appear cramped and would give rise to a dominating and
oppressive appearance, at odds with the character of the area. In addition she agreed that the proximity of
the site to the adjacent bus depot would be likely to give rise to complaints from future residents who could
petition the council and request that it serve an abatement notice in order to reduce the noise associated with
the movement of vehicles. She agreed that this would hinder the bus company in its provision of important
services and this also counted against the scheme. Finally she agreed that living conditions for some of the
residents within the scheme would be unacceptable due to poor levels of outlook and light.” (From abstract
of Inspector’s report – www.PlanningResource.co.uk/dcs.)

The result was a marvellous outcome, and showed what can be achieved as a result of our whole hearted
cooperation.

Archie Pitts

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

The Cultural Quarter, Spencer Yard

The official opening of the Cultural Quarter on the pleasant evening of 29th June celebrated possibly the
most important single development in the economy of “Old Town” since the discovery of the waters. This
project evolved from a public meeting in 1996. It was predicted to take 10 years and it did. The original
concept required a big lottery bid for about £15 million, to establish a “South Bank of the Midlands”. That
bid never happened; but we now have something far better – our cultural quarter is organised to be self-
funding.

Leamington has long been the operational home of many arts organisations; as well as individual artists and
these were involved from the start. Over the years many organisations lobbied hard. Community Arts
Workshop were first to involve architects, followed by Regenesis and, at one point, a private arts charity
also presented plans. Nick Ripley (WDC Arts Development Officer) had to create a single design with a
viable business plan to satisfy everyone. A lottery bid was eventually submitted but lost out to the Coventry
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Elephant Boy at the Cultural Quarter

Belgrade Theatre redevelopment. Only WDC and Regenesis could fund the final version using Single
Regeneration Budget (European monies) with further money from Advantage West Midlands.

The North Hall and West Wing buildings are now rebuilt and owned by Regenesis/WDC. These buildings
are managed as assets for arts organisations that can both pay rent and provide valuable community
interaction.

The Opening Evening

The site is entered along the side of the United Reform Church. The attention to detail of the organisers for
the opening was striking: each invited guest received a very artistic name badge at reception and was later
handed a presentation pack. Clearly this is a very serious project and was treated accordingly.

From 6.30 pm onwards, “show reels”
of work by Motionhouse, Hybrid Arts,
Heartbreak Productions and Sez U
Theatre were running and visitors were
invited to tour the facilities. These
groups occupy most of the buildings,
together with Being Frank Physical
Theatre, Leamington Studio Artists and
Helen Meeke, an independent Arts
Fundraiser, who is the “smallest” user.

At 7.00 pm all were invited to visit the
large upper room in North Hall, the
focus of the event, for refreshments,
live music and the formal opening at

7.30 pm. Councillor Bill Evans, Chair of WDC, welcomed us and specifically mentioned the Elephant Boy
sculpture, by Nicholas Dimbleby, that now adorns the Cultural Quarter Square. Bill Evans described the
Cultural Quarter as “a very important project for WDC, Leamington as a whole and Leamington Spa Old
Town in particular”. He described visiting the site back in 1995 with Dennis Stanley (WDC Economic
Development Officer) and seeing just how bad it was. He dismissed the issue of “delay” by saying that it is
now here, and is a most valuable addition to local arts activities. Janet Alty of Regenesis then spoke and
profusely thanked Nick Ripley for all his work, particularly the frequent rewriting of funding applications.

Chris Elliott (Strategic Director, WDC) discussed exciting future possibilities for Old Town:

• the Loft Theatre moving to the Spencer Street Church – but the church would need modification;

• redeveloping the current Loft Theatre site for a mixed-use development of cultural and creative industry
companies;

• upgrading and equipping railway arches in Court Street for cultural and creative companies;

• modifying the Brunswick Healthy Living Centre to incorporate both a training centre for local people to
enter the creative sector and as a support centre for people wishing to establish new businesses.

These plans are indeed ambitious and could cost about £10 million. WDC is making a bid to Advantage
West Midlands for funds, but this will have to be matched by the District Council, a developer of the current
Loft site and others.

The outline bid for these is to be decided in the next month or so. If this is successful then a detailed plan
will be prepared and (if that is accepted) work would start early in 2007, for completion in 2008; it will be a
race. The stakes are high, but Old Town could gain so much. We will report on this in a future Newsletter.

Tim Griffiths

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

E. WHEAL – COOK & CONFECTIONER, 146 The Parade, Leamington

Mr Peter Denning has written to me for any information about this family of caterers, active in Leamington
during the third quarter of the 19th century. Peter's grandmother was a member of the Wheal family. He
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has sent me trade advertisements of the firm from 1876 to 1884. By 1883 the firm display the Royal
Warrant as Cook and Confectioner to Her Most Gracious Majesty The Queen. "Railway Reminiscences" by
G.P. Neele, 1904, describes the Royal train journey from Windsor to Balmoral – "At Leamington the train
will generally remain twenty minutes, so that the attendants and travellers can get their supper and prepare
for the long night journey before them; the tea-table for the service of Her Majesty and the ladies of the
Court is arranged on the platform; while for the Gentlemen of the Suite and for the railway officers the
waiting-rooms are temporarily utilised."

Was this catering carried out by E. Wheal of The Parade and, if so, was this the reason for the Royal
Warrant? If any reader has any information or ideas, please contact me on 01926 423725, or
pauledwards1@btinternet.com, and I will pass it on to Peter Denning.

Paul Edwards

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

Leamington Society Awards 2006

1. 28 Regent Street New shop front and façade

2. 33 Dale Street New railings, restoration of façade and basement

3. 3 Euston Place, Newman Property Services New shop front

4. Swans View, Warwick New Road New development

5. 60 Leam Terrace Restoration of parapet

6. Weldon Lodge, 9 Farley Street Renovation and new extension

7. 39A Rosefield Street Conversion of commercial site to dwellings

8. 6 Regent Place New development to replace commercial building

9. 33 Bath Street, Akito Flower Shop Shop renovation, inside and out

10. William Thomas House, Willes Road New build to replace petrol station

11. Kelseys Bar, 15 & 17 High Street Exterior restoration

12. Victoria Coffee House, 95 Warwick Street New shop front and interior renovation

13. 5 Regent Street, Wellington House Exterior restoration

14. Elizabeth Court, Beaconsfield Street West Conversion of commercial building to dwellings

15. 10, Clarendon Square Exterior restoration

16. 14 – 16 George Street Infill

17. St Peter’s Catholic Primary School, Augusta Place New information and computing technology suite

18. 5, Regent Place New shop front

19. 45 Warwick Street New façade

20. Regent Hotel, Portico New portico

21. Regent Hotel, Ballroom Restoration of regency ballroom

22. Fu Garden Chinese Restaurant, 6 Spencer Street New shop front

23. 1 Binswood Avenue Exterior restoration of private house cum dental practice

24. Piccolino’s Restaurant, 7 – 9 Spencer Street New shop front

25. 112 Plymouth Place Restoration of façade and new railings (Winner of Bill
Gibbons Trophy)

There is a description of the awards ceremony with pictures of some of the award winning buildings
on an inset page to this Newsletter.

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

Warwickshire Gardens Trust invites members of the Leamington Society to an illustrated talk by Jennifer
Meir on 'Sanderson Miller and his landscapes and architectural designs' at the Court House, Warwick, at
8.15 p.m. on Thursday 12 October 2006.

Jennifer Meir is both a historian and designer of gardens and author of the book 'Sanderson Miller and his
Landscapes', recently published by Phillimore.
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Richmond Riverside (1984 – 87)

Postscript – The Local Planning Culture

The Leamington Society’s commitment of time and resources has achieved changes to the County’s initial
DPE proposals. However, we are concerned that the County’s philosophy on enforcing parking regulations
in the town centre involves ‘waiting to see what happens’. We are anxious about the outcome.

At the Local Plan public inquiry hearing the Leamington Society presented evidence on the adverse impact
of windfall development with little or no off-street parking. WDC officers expressed a view that vehicles
obstructing private accesses as a result of parking demand exceeding the capacity of the street were ‘nothing
to do with planning’. It is difficult for lay people to understand the technicalities of planning regulations.
However, that view does suggest a lack of customer focus.

The Society would like to see local planners concentrate more on meeting local needs.

Robin Richmond

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

RADICAL CLASSICISM – The Architecture of QUINLAN TERRY, by David Watkin – Foreword
by HRH the Prince of Wales, published by Rizzoli, New York, £35

As we are all too aware, most building today is in the Global Anywhere Style, and all too often in our
conservation areas, approved by English Heritage and CABE (Commission for Architecture and the Built
Environment). However, there are exceptions, in particular from three British architects, Terry Quinlan,
Robert Adams and John Simpson whose work respects and reinforces local architecture and historic
distinctiveness. Indeed, their buildings have great panache and visual delight. Oh that we could have such
buildings in Livery Street in Leamington. It could have looked as charming as say, Montpelier Street in
Cheltenham, with its elegant caryatids supporting each shop front.

Anybody who has been to Richmond Riverside – adjacent to Richmond Bridge – will surely become a fan of
Quinlan Terry's design flair. It is beautifully related
to its site, the surrounding Georgian riverside
architecture and has left some much appreciated
garden terraces onto the river frontage. The
buildings are designed to last and be
environmentally friendly in every way. Professor
Watkin writes – "Environmental advantages of
Terry's buildings are that the thick load-bearing
walls and sensibly sized windows provide private
interiors in which it is possible to dispense with air
conditioning. Moreover, the span of the offices,
twenty feet to the spine wall, which is the Georgian
norm, ensures that all interior rooms are naturally lit
and ventilated."

The book covers a wide variety of development schemes by Terry, both here in Britain, as well as in
continental Europe and the USA. It is throughout beautifully illustrated with some of Terry's drawings and
sketches, and many fine photographs. As one would expect from HRH The Prince of Wales, the foreword is
a little gem of thoughtful and persuasive advocacy.

Paul Edwards

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

New members

We are delighted to welcome to the society

Jef and Janet Tuyn Christopher and Ann Buckingham

Michael Powell-Brett Mark Betker
Lesley Ann Davies



8

Chairman

Archie Pitts
4 LeamTerrace

CV31 1BB 885532

Vice Chairmen
W. Allan Jeffery

3 Rectory Close, Allesley,
Coventry CV5 9AE

02476 403797

Robin Richmond
38 Leam Terrace

CV31 1BQ 335952

Hon. Secretary
Vacant

Hon. Treasurer &
Membership Secretary

Marianne Pitts
4 Leam Terrace

CV31 1BB 885532

Planning Representative
Paul Edwards

423725

Other Committee Members
Ruth Bennion 421862
Gordon Fyfe 312150
Tim Griffiths 400537
Mark Sullivan 330104

Margaret Watkins 425733

Newsletter Distribution
Jo Clark

The Leamington Society is a
registered charity. It is affiliated to
the Civic Trust and to the West
Midlands Amenity Societies
Association. It exists to preserve
the heritage and improve the
character of Royal Leamington Spa
and to encourage high standards of
planning and architecture.

Charity No. 516078

Unless otherwise indicated, views
expressed in these newsletters are
the contributors’ own and not
necessarily the corporate view of
the Society.

PLANNING MATTERS

Station House, Old Warwick Road, (opposite the railway station). An applica-
tion has been submitted for the demolition of the existing office building and its
replacement with 42 flats and 19,850 sq. ft. of offices and 84 parking spaces.

At CAAF, concern was expressed that this was an attempt to overcome the
housing moratorium. It would be a gross over-development of the site, blocking
out the view of the trees along the canal that makes a fine feature seen from the
railway station. The design pays little respect to the surrounding Conservation
Area and the Listed Buildings.

After the defeat of the Quicks Site appeals we hope that the planning officers
will not recommend approval of this scheme.

Paul Edwards

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

TALKS TO CHRISTMAS 2006

The History of Planning Permission. Is it bureaucracy gone mad?

Is the control of development a 20th century phenomena? What does it involve
in 2006? How do you comment on development proposals? Why is
development control so complex? Who is to blame for the bureaucracy of
development control?

These and other questions will be explored by George Goodall, Chairman of
West MASA and former university lecturer in planning. We are expecting a
lively and informative meeting which will conclude with a quiz.

Recycling. Is it a load of old rubbish?

Becky Davies (of WDC) and Jenny Sansom (Action 21) will talk about
recycling. If our throw away society continues to consume and dispose of the
earth’s resources at its current rate, we will need three planets to sustain us. Find
out about practical, simple and inspiring steps we can take locally to become part
of the solution. Hear about the global context, inspiring projects to reduce and
re-use waste such as www.communityfreebay.co.uk, the Recycle Warehouse and
green education including details of recycling collections by WDC and what
happens to all that rubbish.

Arden to Feldon: Warwickshire landscapes and ecology

An illustrated talk by Steven Falk, Senior Keeper of Natural History at
Warwickshire County Museum. The slides will show the varied character of
Warwickshire landscapes. Steven will explain how these have evolved, and the
way Warwickshire straddles two major landscape zones – the ancient
countryside of the Arden with sunken lanes with hedge banks and the planned
countryside of the Feldon. The landscape zones are reflected in the place names,
field shapes and the distribution of wild life.

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

PARTY: All members of the Leamington Society are invited to a joint celebratory party with
the members of CLARA at

7.30 pm on November 3rd at the Cultural Quarter, Spencer Yard, off Spencer Street.

NO CHARGE

Book your place: RSVP to Archie Pitts, 4 Leam Terrace or ArchiePitts@gmail.com

For those who are unable to drive we will try to arrange lifts – let us know if you wish this



Awards 2006

Two years pass quickly. Once again it was time for Awards and there were plenty of enthusiastic
nominations. The panel consisted of the Mayor of Leamington Spa, Cllr Andy Leahy, Alan Mayes (WDC
Conservation Officer), Jill Haran (architect and member of the Leamington Society), Archie and Dhiran
Vagdia, Chairman of the Coventry and Warwickshire Society of Chartered Architects – Dhiran again acted
as our independent external assessor. We are grateful to these for all their work.

Out of 33 entries, 25 were judged worthy of an Award. This was a high success rate, but the quality of the
work being judged was high. Just how high was clear from the display of Roger Charters’ beautiful sharp
photographs mounted in the Town Hall (on the day of the Awards ceremony) and later in the Pump Room
Library for all to see. The event was fully reported in the local papers: the Courier on July 21st and the
Observer on July 20th. The effect on local builders and developers is positive – the Leamington Society is
now consulted on design and planning.

Chiltern Railways made a very generous donation to the Society to enable us to run the event. In addition
Warwick District Council, Aubrey Allan the delicatessen and Insight provided premises, food and electronic
equipment respectively. Without all their help we could not possibly stage so big an occasion: the Town
Hall Assembly Room accommodated tables and chairs for 150 including Andy Leahy and his wife Jill,
Chairman of WDC Bill Evans and his wife Joy; Alan Mayes and John Archer of WDC; most of the winners
with their partners, builders and architects, the judges and other members of the Leamington Society.

Pieter Doughty and his colleagues at the Town Hall yet again did a splendid job arranging (and clearing) the
room. The piano was especially tuned for Mark Aspinall, who has a talent for such occasions. Alan Lyne
was (as usual) an efficient barman with assistance from Ruth Bennion; Tim Griffiths organised the
electronic system enabling us to have full illustrations of the award winners. We owe all of these our
grateful thanks.

Dhiran announced the winners with comments as they came up to receive their certificate from Andy Leahy.
The completed Regent Hotel won two awards: for the Portico and the sensitively restored Ballroom, which
are undeniably a great improvement on the recent past. Some awards were for completely new buildings
which were so well designed that they fitted in completely and looked as if they could have been there
forever: 6 Regent Place; William Thomas House opposite Lansdowne Crescent; 14-16 George Street.
Others were for improvements to commercial properties such as pubs, cafés and shops: Kelsey’s Bar at 15-
17 High Street; Victoria Coffee House on Warwick Street: 3 Euston Place (Newman Property Services); 28
Regent Street (Storm Studios); Zest Bar on Warwick Street; Piccolino’s restaurant on Spencer Street; the Fu
Garden Chinese Restaurant opposite, and (my favourite) the Akito Flower Shop on Bath Street. There was a
unique award to St Peter’s Catholic school in Augusta Place, “an example of Leamington’s thinking about
its future. The Building team at St Peter’s worked very hard with its tight urban site, to not only clarify and
simplify its circulation spaces, but also to create a new classroom space to deliver their Information and
Computing Technology curriculum”.

Private residences were commended for a number of reasons. One was that they were new builds or modern
architecture, which “add a new quality to the Town creating a new area for the people of Leamington to
enjoy”, such as 39A Rosefield Street; Weldon Lodge in Farley Street; Swans View blocks of flats on
Warwick New Road. Another reason was for displaying “simple design choices made to reinstate a clear
example of Leamingtonian town architecture”: Wellington House on Grove Street; 10 Clarendon Square;
1 Binswood Avenue; 33 Dale Street; 60 Leam Terrace. The Bill Gibbons Cup for the best owner-occupied
house was won by Anne McHale of 112 Plymouth Place for an impeccable façade to her property. Mr.
Chad Collins, the Manager of Leamington Spa Station, presented the cup to her on behalf of Chiltern
Railways.

Pictures speak louder than words and over the page we illustrate a few of the winners. “The judges were
reassured by the consistency of ironwork through the day” and attention to detail shown in the restorations.
Many winners spontaneously mentioned the help they had received from Alan Mayes in determining the
design and style; Leamington (and the rest of the District) must be very grateful to him.

Altogether there is much good building work going on and the owners, builders and architects should all feel
proud of themselves.

Marianne Pitts, with comments from our independent external assessor Dhiran Vagdia


