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CHAIRMAN'SNOTES

Station Area brief. WDC consulted widely on how the 40 acre site,
stretching from the old Ford foundry to the station forecourt, might be
redeveloped. Thisisaclassic brown-field site; Quicks Site (3.3 acres),
on Station Approach, was cleared two years ago and the Ford foundry
iscurrently being levelled.

The consultation document, prepared by GVA Grimley, contained 14
plans showing possible developmentsin the area. This Society made a
joint submission with the Friends of Leamington Station and CLARA.

We supported the suggested homes (houses and not flats) on Quicks
Site — subject to the relocation of the bus depot. We welcomed the
proposal of a north side entrance to the station (while recognising that
there would be logistical difficulties with this since the recent
installation of the barriers at the main entrance). We supported the
possibility of pedestrian access from north of the station through to
Lower Avenue. We particularly welcomed a multi-level car park
south of the station (on land between the current forecourt and that
currently occupied by builders merchants).

We aso supported improving the station forecourt, but had misgivings
about the suggested new layout. We strongly opposed the suggested
new hotel and shops in the south east corner of the station car park — it
would cut into the newly restored station gardens and be a poor
location for a hotel.

This site is important for Leamington and we await GVA Grimley’'s
final suggestions, due next month. We hope Chris Elliott will tell us
more in histalk to usin November.

Special events

In addition to our usua programme of monthly meetings we are
arranging two specia events this autumn and enclose two fliers.

lan Whittle will talk (in the Spa Centre) about his father, Sir Frank
Whittle, “aviation’s greatest engineer”.

In the following month, Dr Pete Waterman, will speak (in the Town
Hall) about the prospects for the railway industry over the next 100
years.

Archie Pitts

Datesfor your Diary

Meetings and eventsto
November 2008

I ssues facing faith buildings,
writ large at All Saints
L eamington

The Revd Christopher Wilson

Oddfellows Hall,
Thursday, September 11th, 7.45

The story of aviation’s gr eatest
engineer: Sir Frank Whittle

by lan Whittle

Spa Centre
Tuesday, September 16th, 7.30

My lifein the police
Jan Wade

Oddfellows Hall
Thursday October Sth, 7.45

Thenext hundred years of the
railways
Dr Pete Waterman, OBE

Town Hall
M onday October 20th, 7.30

Contemporary issues
Chris Elliott, Chief Executive
WDC

Oddfellows Hall,
November 13th, 7.45

For moreinformation see
the back page of this Newsletter

Thefull programmefor the year
isincluded with this Newsletter




Joint ventures

We are pleased to cooperate with CLARA and RLSBCT (Royal Leamington Spa Building Conservation
Trust) on several ventures. This aso involves working with the loca
councils—Town, District and County.

Repainting of Victorian lamp postsin Leamington

The Leamington Society and CLARA have long been keen to see our
Victorian lamp posts repainted. It is many years since they were last
painted and their cast iron elegance is camouflaged by the fading and
flaking surface.

Ruth Bennion (a long standing member of the Executive Committees of
both this Society and CLARA) should be congratulated for persuading
Warwickshire County Council to start painting next month.

Our two amenity groups and RLSBCT have each contributed £200 to
“jump-start” the repainting. WCC have agreed to contribute a further
£4000.

Blue plaques Victorian lamp needing
These groups, together with the Leamington Literary Society, have joined painting
the Town Council and Warwick District Council to organise more blue plaques to commemorate the

great and famous (and occasionally infamous) of the town.

Any one wishing to see a blue plague erected in Leamington should write to Robert Nash (Town Clerk)
explaining the case for the proposal. He is keeping a list of all suggested nominations and a panel of
representatives from the groups will help rank the nominations.

The Town Council has agreed to fund a plague to Nathaniedl Hawthorne (who lived in Lansdowne
Circus), and this should be erected within six months. WDC is prepared to fund two further plaquesin
the next year or so. The Leamington Society is very keen to see one to Frank Whittle, as soon as this can
be arranged

Linden walk arches

The same coalition is working to see if the Linden walk
arches in the Pump Room gardens can be restored. At
present there are only 3 left out of an original 21, a century
ago, stretching from the pump rooms all the way around
beside Dormer Place. This will be a mgjor and expensive
project. At present, discussions are at avery early stage.

It is hoped that the nearby river banks of the Leam and the
drains aong the footpaths in the Pump Room gardens will
be cleared as part of the project.

The three remaining arches in 2008
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Memorial to John Picking

John Picking was an innovative Chief Executive of Warwick District Council for several years. He had
the foresight to initiate schemes that are now emerging and enhancing the cultura life of Royal
Leamington Spa. After he left WDC he continued to have an interest in, and worked voluntarily for, the
town and its built environment. He was approachable, inspirational and well liked by all who met him.



John was a hard working Trustee of the Royal Leamington Spa Conservation Trust and its Chair for a
short period. He was also on the Executive Committee of the Leamington Society and CLARA. When
he died in November 2005, he was just 58. The Trust, and many who were associated with John, felt his
life and work should be commemorated by a memorial. It was brought to the notice of the Trust that a
sundial, the plinth designed by Squirhill, once stood in Jephson Gardens and it was felt highly
appropriate to try to replace it in John’s memory.

The only part of the sundial extant is the dial plate; the rest disappeared some time in the 1950s. Work
has been commissioned to restore the dia plate, make a replacement gnomon and carve a plinth from
bath stone. Luckily some photographs still exist to help with this.

The cost of the work is likely to be in the region of £4,000 and the Trust is fund raising. If you would
like to give a donation, please send it to: Judy Ross, Chair, RLSBCT, 28 Binswood Avenue, Royal
Leamington Spa, CV32 5SQ. If you have any questions or, if you are atax payer and could sign a Gift
Aid Form, please contact Judy on 01926 423033.

Judy Ross

Post script: The Leamington Society is donating £250 (from its reserves) towards this appeal .
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Awar ds 2008

On July 10th 100 people met in the Town Hall Assembly room to honour the architects, builders and
owners of properties who have made Leamington Spa a better place to live. The Mayor of Leamington
Spa, Kailash Chander, his wife and the Vice-Chairman of WDC, Norman Pratt, presided over the
occasion.

We were sponsored financially by Chiltern Railways, WDC gave the use of the hall and the staff; Insight
supplied the visual display aids and Roger Charters his professional photography skills. We could not
manage without their generosity. The judges, aso volunteers, were led for the third time by Dhiran
Vagdia, an architect working for Kenneth Holmes Associates in Coventry and also Chairman of the West
Midlands branch of the Royal Institute of British Architects. Other judges were the Mayor, Jill Haran,
architect and Leamington Society member, your Chairman Archie Pitts and Alan Mayes, WDC
Conservation Officer. The judges were demanding: of 35 nominations only 18 were judged worthy. A
complete list of the winnersfollowsthis article.

Nicholas Wilson House and Woodward House

In New Town Dhiran paid tribute to Nicholas Wilson house on Dormer Place: “The careful
refurbishment work to the fagade of the old Driving Test Centre is complimented by a super-modern
glass and steel ‘short back and sides’, and the building now works as a new example of architecture. The
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