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CHAIRMAN'SNOTES

Advantage West Midlands. AWM, whose purpose is to foster
sustainable economic development, have encouraged WDC to bid for
£5 million towards regeneration projects in old town. This is
encouraging news. Under consideration is the refurbishing of the
space under the railway arches next to Court Street car park, an
extension to the healthy living centre in Shrubland Street and
refurbishment of the community centrein Lillington.

There is aso the possibility of the Loft Theatre moving to Spencer St
Church, the demoalition of the existing theatre and its rebuilding to
house a mix of small businesses and residences above (see inside for
more information). This depends not only on AWM being convinced
that such regeneration is economically beneficia to the district, but
aso on the sde by the current owner of the Church and the Loft
Theatre agreeing to move. So there are many hurdles before this
potential improvement can be achieved.

Whether AWM funds any of these projects will be decided soon,
perhaps early next year.

Another part of this package is a new pedestrian bridge across the
Leam from Victoria Gardens to the Cultural Quarter. Why is this
necessary? A vastly cheaper and better way would be to demolish the
small piece of wall which prevents anyone walking from Victoria
Bridge along Victoria Colonnade to the Cultural Quarter.

Elephant boy. More good news for the district — WDC has confirmed
that the theft is covered by their insurance, and Nicholas Dimbleby, the
sculptor, is keen to do all he can to help in the making of areplacement
—to be securely fitted thistime.

Two national awards for the Friends. The Friends of Leamington
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Station have gained two national awards for their work on the station gardens. The first was a Merit award
from the Royal Horticultural Society and Britain in Bloom for neighbourhood cooperative work. The
second was from the railway industry who judged Leamington Spa station to have the second best station
garden in the country. That is a wonderful achievement for just over one year's work. We congratulate
everyone involved, including many who are not members of our Society. Ruth Bennion describes below the

achievements of the gardeners.

Redevelopment of Chandos Street car park. WDC have been advised by consultants DTZ that the town
needs more shops. If that is true, local residents and visitors to Livery Street may wonder why five of the
shops in that development are still not occupied. Another shop that opened there last year closed this
summer. We aretold a big store is interested in coming to the Chandos Street development. Will it?




This redevelopment will also fill in some more of the sky linein two parts of Leamington. Not only will we
have a five floor building on Chandos Street, where we now have trees and open sky, but the sameistruein
Russdll Street where there will be a new multi-storey car park. Paul Edwards takes up this story inside.

Off-street car parking. WDC is conducting a questionnaire on how much we want off-street parking. |f you
are concerned about the ever shrinking availability of on-street parking in central Leamington (as the Society
is) you are urged to complete the questionnaire, by December 22nd at the latest. It is available in the Town
Hall, Pump Rooms library and on www.warwickdc.gov.uk.

By the end of 2007 WDC should have produced a Supplementary Planning Document on this setting out the
parking that must be provided for new developments. We hope that in future there will have to be off-street
parking so that residents do not have to park on streets that are already full of vehicles.

Decriminalisation. The proposals for decrim, in which enforcement of on-street car parking regulations will
be passed from the police to WCC and then delegated to the WDC (probably in the second half of 2007),
have been published. The number of traffic wardens (to be called parking attendants) will increase to about
30 over the district, and will patrol the WDC owned off-street car parks as well as the on-street parking.

Refuse collection and recycling. Many of our members are fearful of the way the refuse collection and
recycling collections in alternating weeks is going to work in practice. Will we be forced to store bulky
wheelie binsin ever smaller houses and flats? Who will decide whether we have enough space in our homes
for yet more recycling boxes? Will our streets be filled with wheelie bins and boxes — never beautiful, and
an eyesore in our fine Conservation Areas?

The public are generally sympathetic to the idea of recycling; it would be a shame if poorly thought out
implementation antagonised local residents.

Miller Homes back. MH is again consulting the Planning Officers at WDC about a new proposal for Quicks
Site. The defeat of their appeal in July means that Miller Homes will be more constrained in what they can
propose this time around. The Leamington Society with CLARA, local resdents and others, are watching
and waiting.

Flats and yet moreflats. Isanendinsight? In Leamington asin much of the rest of the country we have all
observed a deluge of flats over recent years. The new PPS3 (Planning Policy Statement 3) just issued by
government emphasises the need for family housing. Some initial and quick observations on this document
arelater in this Newdl etter.

Archie Pitts

XXXXXHXKXXIXHXHKXIIIXHXKXIIKHKHKIIEXHKKXIIXIXHKKIIXEXHXKIIIKHXHXKKIEXHXXKEXEXHKKIIKHXKXIIHKHKHKXIIXHXHXIXIXXXXXIXXXXXXXX
CLARA/Leamington Society birthday party

The North Hall in the Cultural Quarter assembly room was only just big enough for our 125+ guests:
members, councillors, officers, friends and our MP James Plaskitt. There was good food and wine and our
thanks are due to Lyn Buckle, Margaret Watkins, Ruth Bennion, Katharine Mortimore, and others, for
serving and clearing up and also to Alan and Marion Lyne who were an efficient bar-team. Paul Edwards
and Alan Jeffery looked resplendent in 18th century naval dress and afforded excellent entertainment as
Nelson and Hardy frustrated by the modern political correctness — no racial or sexua prejudice, and the
imposition of Health and Safety rules at every turn. The party went with a swing and we are very glad you
came.

Andrew Cave and Archie Pitts (Chair men)

Archie adds: We are al enormously grateful to Andrew for giving the excellent wine for our party. Thank
you from everyone who was present.
XXXXXHXXXXXKHKXXIEHXXXIEIKHXHKXIEHXHXXIIEHKKXIIXHXHXIIEKHKHKXIEKHKHKIIIEKHXIIIXKKXIEEEXHKXIXIXEXKXIIXEXXXXXXKXXXKX
WOODWARDS

Thisis now almost finished, and very good it looks. The developers have lived up to their promise in 2004.
When they took on this project they said “We will be working closely with the Local Planning Authority to
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Woodwards (from the Parade) just after closure and (from Bedford Street) in November 2006

provide a high quality development that retains the historic character of the building.” The photographs
show how they have enhanced the building at the corner of Regent and Bedford Streets.

But we are unhappy about one crucial aspect of the development. Thereis no off-street parking for the flats
on the upper floors of the development. With the complete excavation of the basement that occurred during
redevelopment, it would have been possible to include some underground parking. The developers,
Stradform, provided underground parking in the new William Thomas House which they built in Willes
Road . Why not also at Woodwards?

That the residents can park in St Peter’s car park does not justify the lack of underground car parking on this
site. They will only displace others to elsewhere in the town, increasing the aready intense pressure for
more car-parking. Why wasiit allowed?

Archie Pitts
XXXHKXXKXIKXKHKXIXHKIXKKXIKHIIKIXKKIIXKIIIKXKIXKKKIXHIIKIIKIKIXKHKIKIKKXIKIKIXIIKKIIIXXKXKKXHXXKKX
SPENCER STREET CHAPEL

The circular headed windows in this fine building, designed by John Russell and opened in 1836, are an
integral part of its elegant design. They should not beinfilled as proposed in this design.

Proposed extension to rear of Existing rear of church
Spencer St Church

The church basement contains the remains of some people buried there in the 19th century; these will be
removed if the redevel opment goes ahead and reburied in cemeteries owned by WDC.

L oft Theatre Redevelopment

Victoria Colonnade is a most important part of the civic design in this part of the town. It cannot be
extended satisfactorily in adifferent style, let aone the feeble one shown in the sketch design (next page).
The extension of the colonnade should be carried out using similar columns, railings and bal cony ironwork.
The fagade should also be similar to the existing one — windows, stucco and mouldings. If the former



