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Basil Spence and Coventry
Cathedral

Dr Louise Campbell

Tuesday February 10th,
7.30 for 7.45

Pump Room Annexe

Regency Leamington:
Preserve or Conserve?

Dr Tony Forward

Thursday March 12th, 7.45

Clarence Suite, Oddfellows Hall

Joint meeting with the
Warwick Society:

The Archives of the Willes
family of Newbold Comyn

Mark Booth

Tuesday, April 21st, 7.30 for 7.45

Lord Leycester Hospital, Warwick

AGM,
Thursday May 14th, 7.30

Followed by wine & cheese
party

Clarence Suite, Oddfellows Hall

Visit by coach to
Blakesley Hall and Soho House

Saturday, June 20

For more information see
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CHAIRMAN'S NOTES

New retail study for Leamington. WDC have recently decided to
commission a new study of the retail requirements for Leamington
with particular regard to the rise of internet shopping and implications
for the proposed Chandos Street car park retail development.

This society welcomes the new study, and has been arguing for one for
some time. The last study, by consultants DTZ, was published in 2004
when the retail scene was very different from that today.

Programme. We need to ensure that our Programme reflects what
members want so we are canvassing your views – more on this below.

Licensing. Andrew Cave, a member of this society and Chairman of
CLARA, recently attended a high level meeting in the Prime
Minister’s Delivery Unit on tackling alcohol fuelled rowdyism in town
centres.

Andrew also explains below how much Gordon Goddard-Pickett is
doing for both us and the people of Leamington in monitoring town
centre licensing applications.

Open spaces. New proposals (in the form of a SPD or Supplementary
Planning Document) by WDC on Open Spaces seek to protect our
open areas including sports grounds like tennis clubs and cricket
grounds. The aims are good; the question is whether they will be tight
enough to prevent developers and owners building on our remaining
open spaces to the loss of the wider community.

Loss of members. In the last few months a number of prominent
members who have played major roles in the society over the years
have died – Jack Watkins, David Hayes and his wife Daphne, Nicki
Hall and Beryl Mullin.

AGM May. The formal notice of our AGM is included with this
Newsletter. This year the formal business will be followed by an
informal wine and cheese party.

Subscriptions. We remind all members who do not pay by standing order that next year’s subscription
becomes due on April 1st. It is £7 for a single person and £10 for a household.

The Treasurer encourages all members who do not pay by SO to do so. This saves hassle for members, and
saves your Treasurer from chasing late payers. Archie Pitts
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The scheme, founded and co-ordinated by the Tree Council, enables individuals to play an active role in
conserving and enhancing local trees. The scheme involves volunteers of all ages. Tree wardens don’t need
to be experts as advice and training is part of the scheme, although expert knowledge is always welcome.
The training enables volunteers to work within the community to gather information, be the eyes, ears and
hands to protect trees, work on practical projects and liaise with other organisations to manage the
environment. Local volunteers have a network co-ordinator who is in turn supported by the Tree Council.

The Leamington Society sees the setting up of a local Tree Warden scheme as a golden opportunity to
ensure a wonderful treescape in the town for future generations to enjoy.

If you are interested in learning more, please contact me on 01926 335687.

Elizabeth Ballantine

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

Chris Elliott, CE of WDC, on “Contemporary Problems in Leamington” 13 November 2008

Few of our meetings are as well attended as this, and few of our speakers are as important in local affairs as
Chris Elliott, Chief Executive of Warwick District Council.

We were rewarded by a talk that covered most of the contentious subjects, especially housing. Our distant
masters, we learnt, require us to contribute to the general good (not ours, we think) by building at least 500
and possibly 800 dwellings a year for the next 20 years with the corresponding support facilities; parks,
gardens, schools and so on, in Warwick District. Mr. Elliott is at least sympathetic to the view that these
houses should be in a suitable style and of a suitable quality and admitted that many of the local empty flats
failed on both counts. The large area around Ford's and the station he sees as an opportunity to create
something grand and imaginative. We must hope that others do too. But he emphasised that the Council’s
power is limited; that we live in a mixed economy and a democracy; and that the town must become either
more important or less and has already slipped down the league (whose?) of Top Hundred town centres in
the country.

The threatened over-development round Chandos Street inevitably created a great deal of discussion in view
of the sudden and severe economic downturn. The development will only be viable for Wilson Bowden if it
includes a household name department store but “WDC doesn’t have to know the name” to give planning
consent. Apparently, and surprisingly, “It makes no difference to the revenue to WDC whether the Chandos
St. development goes ahead or not”.

Throughout his talk, Mr. Elliott answered numerous questions honestly and clearly. He plainly loves the
town and appreciates the Society, for which we should be very thankful.

Mineko Nagasaki, Steve Tebby and Robin Taylor

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

Our Licensing Adviser – Gordon Goddard-Pickett

Few of us can be aware of how hard Gordon Goddard-Pickett has worked as Licensing Adviser to the
Leamington Society (and to CLARA), and of how successful he has been.

Until recently Leamington had an unenviable reputation for a night time economy that was almost out of
control. We had violent alcohol related deaths, general public disorder and anti-social behaviour, loud
music and bass-beats blaring out of bars in the centre of town, widespread public urination, and frequent
damage to residents’ cars and property.

We cannot pretend that the night time situation is yet perfect, but there are definite signs of improvement.
These include Town Sergeant Calver’s ‘Your Town – Your Choice’ campaign, and a top level working
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group of Warwick District Council Councillors and executives who are trying to get to grips with the key
issues that are of concern to us all.

Little of this would have happened, I am certain, without Gordon’s tireless and tenacious approach to
licensing matters. Throughout the change to the new Licensing Act 2003 every questionable licence
application was challenged and, in many cases, a more acceptable outcome achieved. This was despite a
weak and excessively permissive Council that often appeared to have the sole objective of transforming
Leamington into the binge drinking centre of the West Midlands.

Not that we have seen a consistent improvement in the Council’s approach to licensing. One of Gordon’s
recent triumphs was for a Licensing Panel actually to refuse a licence for the night club planned at 37 Regent
Street, a decision entirely consistent with WDC’s alcohol saturation zone policy. However, when the
applicant resubmitted a toned-down application for a ‘restaurant’, he managed, with the help of a sharp
lawyer, to bamboozle the Panel into granting a license, driving a coach and horses through the alcohol
saturation zone policy.

Despite his physical disabilities, Gordon appeared and continues to appear at hearing after hearing at the
Town Hall to make sure the voices of the Leamington Society and CLARA are heard when licensing
decisions are made, and I believe that we owe him a huge debt of thanks. My role in Gordon’s work is to
collect evidence and to debate issues with him and other interested parties, and I am privileged to do so.

Dr Andrew Cave

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

David Cecil Hayes MA (Cantab) 1936 - 2008 and Daphne Mary Hayes 1936 - 2008

David was born in Kenilworth and educated at Harrow and Magdalene College Cambridge where he studied
music under David Radcliffe. In 1960 he married Daphne whom he had known since childhood. They had
one son during a long and happy marriage. David’s father was in senior management at Lockheed
(A.P. Automotive plc) and after graduating David started to train as a manager at the company. This was not
to his liking and he left to become a teacher, from1963 onwards at Finham School (Coventry), followed by
Lillington School, before joining the staff at Arnold Lodge School in 1974 where he remained until his
retirement.

David's interests were music, astronomy, gardening and the preservation of Leamington’s fine buildings. He
played the piano and double bass and was at one time a member of the National Youth Orchestra. Many
years ago he moved to the top floor flat in one of the oldest houses in Northumberland Road, at the end
nearest the Kenilworth Road. David was adamant that this fine house should not fall into the hand of
developers, to be demolished for redevelopment. It was then on the edge of the built up area which allowed
him to make good use of his large optical telescope in an area free from light pollution, until the increasing
use of sodium lighting on the major roads and adjacent developments in the area between Leamington and
Coventry made astronomy more difficult. As a Conservative candidate he was also elected to the Borough
Corporation, serving from 1964-67, and during his last year serving as chairman of the Library, Museum and
Art Gallery Committee.

David and his wife became members of the Leamington Society in the early 1960s when Daphne for a time
served as Secretary. David served as Vice-Chairman 1962-67, Chairman 1967-9, and Treasurer 1972-73.
The years when David was on the committee were the years when the Borough Council was dominated by
Aldermen who were totally opposed to conservation of the town's historic buildings as being too “old
fashioned and expensive”. The town centre had to be modernised for the twentieth century. The Society
became involved in “keeping the vandals at bay”: trying to save the Upper Parade from total rebuilding in a
1960s style following the arrival of Tesco in 1963, Sainsburys in 1969 and the Boots complex. In most
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The Town Hall: facing demolition in 1965
panoramio.com

cases the Society failed to prevent redevelopment, but did ensure that the external facades were reproduced
and in scale with the original buildings. This was a time when the Society regularly featured in the local
press after battles with the Corporation. David, although a Councillor, was a great supporter of the Society.
He was a kind and understanding person, firm in his views who rarely lost his temper in face of what was
going on.

One such occasion was in September 1965,
when the scheme to demolish the Town Hall
was first discussed by the Corporation. By a
small majority vote the Leamington General
Purposes Committee decided to exclude the
press and the public from the meeting. One
of the Councillors attempted to speak
against the “let’s keep it a private meeting”
attitude but was ruled out of order by the
Mayor. Following what was obviously a
“stormy meeting”, a scheme was proposed
to demolish the Town Hall, except for the
clock tower, and erect a new civic centre on
the site of Hamilton Terrace. It was pointed
out that “the Government's latest Civic
spending squeeze had taken away the urgency of the scheme” which was expected to cost £1 million, and
that several members of the council opposed the scheme. The chairman Alderman Davis, [who at that time
seemed to intent on demolishing every Regency building in sight in his quest to modernise Leamington]
gave his casting vote in favour of demolishing the Town Hall in “scenes of uproar by the objectors”. The
Courier’s front page headline read “Spa to be new and thriving say demolishers”. Fortunately the
demolition of the Town Hall was considered to be too drastic a decision for a casting vote and was
“postponed”, but the idea was not given up until many years later.

Another battle took place after David had left the Corporation, over street lighting. In 1972 the Department
of the Environment and the County Council decided to install new sodium lamps on all the major roads and
on the Parade. The Society made vigorous objections as it was felt that the new lighting was quite unsuited
to a town of Leamington's character, and asked that a white lighting source should be used in the
conservation area. The Corporation supported this view, but even when the County Council agreed it was
turned down on grounds of cost. So in the early 1970s David paid, out of his own pocket, for the white
lamps fixed to the frontages of the buildings along the Parade and in other streets.

David was a rare person who made a great sacrifice late in life when he nursed Daphne devotedly at home
during her long battle with cancer, which came to its sad end in July 2008. His own health had suffered too,
and after collapsing in the garden in October, he died of heart complications in Walsgrave Hospital in
December 2008. David was buried in Warwick Cemetery at a private funeral, attended by Archie Pitts on
behalf of the Society.

I will always remember both David and Daphne as people I am glad to have known.

Lyndon (“Toby”) Cave

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

Memories of Jack Watkins 1931 - 2008

At Jack’s memorial service his friends and family paid tribute to his many achievements, springing from his
natural vitality, talents and enthusiasm. Apart from his original day job as a lecturer in electrical
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installations at Mid Warwickshire College, he volunteered and helped many people and organisations: he
planned special holidays for school children; he was the joint warden at the Leam Valley nature reserve
where he coordinated working parties and corporate days. He loved this work and could share his
enthusiasm, in particular with boys from Warwick School who came regularly on Thursday afternoons as
part of their voluntary studies. He suggested that Barclay’s Bank might help the Friends of Leamington
Station financially and practically by starting to clear the coal compound, which they duly did. St. Paul’s
school was visited by Jack to encourage pupils in their nature studies. Having been a champion and veteran
champion long distance canoeist, he coached young members at the Royal Leamington Canoe club. He was
a volunteer helper at the Children’s Society shop in Warwick – again generous with his time and energy.

From a personal point of view, it has to be “dear” Jack. I joined the Leamington Society and lo and behold,
deliveries of newsletters and messages from the secretary came by bike, propelled by a very fit man in
shorts. I later learnt that Jack had had a liver transplant a few years earlier and was impressed and rejoiced
at its success.

During the ensuing years I came to value Margaret and Jack’s friendship and marvel at Jack’s knowledge
and skills. He was a wonderful support in protecting the river Leam against motorised river transport
because he so valued the Leam’s unspoilt state and its wildlife. Carolyn and I remember a lovely walk he
led round the nature reserve at Newbold Comyn. He pointed out flowers, butterflies and insects. Carolyn
peered through Jack’s binoculars at a damsel fly and was entranced by its beauty. It was not only the
daytime wildlife that he loved; he spent nights observing and recording moths. After a visit to America Jack
was bursting with enthusiasm for the wildlife there – a whole new continent’s natural world to delight him.

We will miss Jack – prompted by many memories – dear Jack.

Ruth Bennion with additional input by Carolyn Renison

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

Nicki Hall

Nicki Hall, who was a founder member of the Leamington Society (formed in 1956), died on 1st January
aged 94. Nicki came to live in Leamington at the age of 14 years. She loved the town and supported her
husband, George, who was a member of the first Society Committee and became Chairman in 1959.

George and Nicki lived ‘over the shop’; George’s well-know tailoring business in Euston Place and some
people still remember visiting their lovely apartment. They later moved to Unicorn House in Arlington
Avenue.

Each year we hold a George Hall Memorial Lecture, hosted in turn by the Leamington Society and the
Leamington Literary Society in recognition of all George’s work for both Societies.

Nicki was an enthusiastic member until unable to attend meetings due to failing health, but she still
maintained her interest in the Society.

Beryl Mullin

Beryl Mullin, a member of the Leamington Society since 1979 and Vice-Chairman 1993-5, has died in
London at the age of 93. She was the widow of Brigadier Stanley Mullins, who was Chairman of the
Society for three years from 1987 until 1990. She will be remembered for her wonderful hospitality to the
Society. We held several garden parties in the Mullin’s lovely garden in Binswood Avenue as well Society
Christmas Parties in their delightful house.

After Stanley’s sudden death in 1991, Beryl continued to play an active part in the Society. She organised
the distribution and sale of the Leamington Walk Leaflets for a number of years until she moved to Eastfield
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Inside of roof of Urquhart Hall
Roger Charters

Road. She remained as a member of the Programme Sub-Committee and often hosted meetings of this sub-
committee, only giving up due to illness.

After moving to London to be near to her family, Beryl maintained a lively interest in the Leamington
Society and always enjoyed our Newsletter.

Margaret Watkins

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

New life for Urquhart Hall

Urquhart Hall, the handsome red brick hall on the corner of Mill Street and Leam Terrace, was built 1905 as
an assembly hall for the Catholic Apostolic Church (a breakaway from the Methodist Church also known as
Lady Huntingdon's Connection). It has also housed the Loft theatre and, most recently, the Sikh Community
Centre. In 2007 it was bought by the
Leamington based charity LIFE. Its founder and
Chairman Jack Scarisbrick (and member of the
Leamington Society) says:

“Former Urquhart Hall in Mill Street has
recently been acquired as the head office of the
Leamington-based charity LIFE and registered
office of its daughter charity, Zee’s Place Trust,
which runs hospices for children aged 0 to 7
years.

“We have carried out major refurbishment
inside and outside, including complete re-
roofing in natural slate, and done all we can to
preserve and restore original features. Most exciting of all was the discovery of a magnificent arched
timber-clad roof – in perfect condition – above a dreary suspended ceiling on the first floor. This has now
been restored to its former glory”.

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

Photographs by David Stowell

David, one of our members, has hundreds of excellent photographs of Leamington. These can be seen at

http://www.yourlocalweb.co.uk/warwickshire/royal-leamington-spa/pictures/

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

New members

We welcome to the Society

Martin and Marianne Talbot Jane Padley Mills

David and Junemary Davies Jennifer Lorch

George and Val Brunavs

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

New publication about Leamington

We are delighted to tell members about People and Places recently published by the Leamington History
Group (Chairman Alan Griffin, AlanGriffin@fastnet.co.uk 01926 430 996). People and Places is available
from the Tourist Office, in the Pump Rooms, £5.
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EVENTS TO JULY 2009

Basil Spence and Coventry Cathedral, Dr Louise Campbell

Tuesday, 10 February, 7.30, Pump Room Annexe

Coventry Cathedral, designed and rebuilt 1951-1962, is one of the most
important and controversial works of post-war British architecture. The
designer, Basil Spence, had to reconcile the ideas of the Provost and
Chapter, Coventry City Council and the array of outstanding modern
artists (Epstein, Sutherland, Piper …) whom he commissioned, while
respecting the ruins of the old Cathedral.

Louise Campbell, a Reader in the History of Art at Warwick University,
spent four years leading a research project on the life and work of Basil
Spence.

Regency Leamington: Preserve or Conserve? Dr Tony Forward
Thursday 12 March 7.45, Oddfellows Hall

How significant is the legacy left to Leamington Spa by the architects
who worked here in the 18th and 19th centuries? What makes the town
special? What are the threats to it in the 21st century? How can we best
safeguard it?

Dr Forward will discuss the importance of planned development during
building boom of early 19th century and point out the contrasts between
natural and man-made structures, solids and voids, enclosure and
openness. How were the streets, squares, crescents, facades etc
composed? What of the future? How might Leamington look ten or
twenty years hence?

Joint meeting with Warwick Society

The Archives of the Willes family of Newbold Comyn, Mark Booth

Tuesday, 21 April 7.30 for 7.45, Lord Leycester Hospital, Warwick

Mr Booth, Senior Archivist of Warwick Record Office, will give an
illustrated lecture on the archives for which the Leamington Society and
its members gave £4,000 last year. He will discuss both the documents in
the collection and the wealth of information about the Willes family and
its local estates over the last 800 years, with particular emphasis on their
part in the development of Leamington Spa.

AGM, followed by Wine & Cheese Party

Thursday, 14 May, 7.30, Oddfellows Hall

Visit to Blakesley Hall and Soho House: Saturday, June 20, leaving
Newbold Comyn by coach at 9.00; return at about 17.00

There will be a charge of £16 per person, to include transport, entry fees
and tips. Further details on enclosed flyer.

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

Correction: The date of Professor Mallet’s death was incorrectly given
in the last issue of the Newsletter; it should have been 2008.

Chairman

Archie Pitts
4 LeamTerrace

CV31 1BB 885532

Vice Chairmen
W. Allan Jeffery

3 Rectory Close, Allesley,
Coventry CV5 9AE

02476 403797

Robin Richmond
38 Leam Terrace

CV31 1BQ 335952

Hon. Secretary
Vacant

Hon. Treasurer &
Membership Secretary

Marianne Pitts
4 Leam Terrace

CV31 1BB 885532

Planning Representative
Paul Edwards

423725

Other Committee Members
Robin Adams 426616

Margaret Begg 423822
Ruth Bennion 421862
Gordon Fyfe 312150

Margaret Watkins 425733

Newsletter Distribution
Jo Clark

The Leamington Society is a registered

charity. It is affiliated to the Civic Trust

and to the West Midlands Amenity

Societies Association. It exists to

preserve the heritage and improve the

character of Royal Leamington Spa and

to encourage high standards of

planning and architecture

Charity No. 516078

________________________________

Unless otherwise indicated, views

expressed in these newsletters are the

contributors’ own and not necessarily

the corporate view of the Society.



February 2009

Notice is hereby given that the Fifty-forth Annual General Meeting of the Leamington Society will
be held on Thursday 14th of May 2009, starting at 7.30, in the Oddfellows Hall, Leamington Spa.
Please note the start-time for the AGM.

Archie Pitts, Chairman

AGENDA

1. Apologies for absence
2. Minutes of the 53rd Annual General Meeting held on Thursday 8th of May 2008
3. Matters arising from the Minutes not included elsewhere
4. To receive reports from the Chairman and Sub Committees
5. To receive the independently examined Accounts of the Society for 2008 – 2009
6. Election of Officers:

Chairman, Vice Chairmen, Hon. Secretary, Hon. Treasurer
7. Election of four Committee Members
8. Election of Independent Examiner
9. Any other Business.

PLEASE NOTE: Nominations of candidates for Officers and Committee must be forwarded to the
Chairman not later than Thursday 23rd of April 2009. Any voting will be by Secret Ballot at the
Meeting. Any motions for consideration at the meeting should also be received by this date.
Nominations or motions will not be accepted at the Meeting. Nomination forms may be obtained
from the Chairman.

If there is to be an election or if any motion is received, notice will be sent to members seven days
before the Annual General Meeting.

The
Leamington
SocietyFormed in 1956 and a founder member of the Civic Trust Reg

Charity No 516078

www.leamingtonsociety.org.uk

We will celebrate with wine and cheese
after the formal business

Please come


