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CHAIRMAN'S NOTES

Willes Family Archive. After the formal business of the latest AGM, I
reported that the Warwickshire County Record Office (WCRO) is
trying to buy a very important archive for the history of Leamington.

Sotheby’s has offered WCRO the archive of the Willes family of
Newbold Comyn for £72,000. This is an irreplaceable collection of
papers and letters of great significance to the history of Leamington
Spa and the surrounding area. These record the history of the Willes
and associated families in detail – see Christine Hodgett’s article on
page 3.

So far the WCRO has raised nearly three quarters of the cost from its
own funds, local and national grants and generous private donations.
Recently our Town Council has decided to give £2000 towards saving
the archive. If WCRO fails to raise the remainder, the archive could
be split and auctioned, with the danger that it be dispersed; parts may
go abroad or into private collections. Therefore the WCRO needs to
raise the rest of the cost as a matter of urgency to be certain of saving
it.

The Leamington Society believes that this archive should be locally available to everyone in the WCRO, and
has therefore pledged £500 from its reserves to the appeal. We encourage individuals to make contributions
through the Society so that we can take advantage of Gift Aid. Please help to save this very important
archive for current and future Leamingtonians.

So far about 20 members have donated very generously.

Summer party. Society members have the opportunity to visit the wonderful gardens of our member Doreen
Whitehead at 70 Northumberland Road on Saturday June 30th, 5.00 to 7.30 pm. More information on the
last page.

Archie Pitts

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

AGM 2007

The 52nd AGM was held in Oddfellows Hall on Thursday 10th May 2007. Your chairman, Archie Pitts,
welcomed about 30 members and guests.

Apologies were received; the minutes of the previous AGM were accepted and signed.

The Chairman’s Report and Sub-Committee Reports, which had been circulated, were presented. The
Chairman warmly thanked the executive committee members and the sub-committees for their support and
hard work during the year, as well as other numerous members of the society.

The Treasurer reported a healthy financial position.

The Chairman’s Report and Committee Reports were adopted. Copies are available from the Chairman.
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Willes proposed plan for Jephson gardens, November 1832
with details of railings and garden layout

The Willes Family Archive

The Willes family obtained the estate known as Newbold Comyn in Leamington at the time of Queen
Elizabeth I and, by the time of the development of the spa waters, they owned land to the west, north and
east of the new town laid out by Bertie Greatheed in 1808. At that time, Edward Willes wanted to keep
development at arm’s length. His son, also Edward, inherited in 1820, moved away, and embarked on the
development of his land.

It was he who was responsible for the Nash-inspired layout of curving streets, parks and garden “squares”
which are now the essence of Leamington. The illustrated letter is one of many hundreds in the archive
between Willes and his agent, the architect JG Jackson. Written in November 1832 it contains a delightfully
tinted plan of development land, a design for the Newbold (later Jephson) gardens suggested by Willes
himself, the estimate of nurseryman John Cullis for executing it for £750, (with the tactful suggestion that
another layout might be better) and discussions of railing designs and the prices of Leamington and
Warwick iron-founders.

Also included in the collection is
correspondence from the eighteenth
century, including some relating to
Warwick Castle Park and planting at
Newbold Comyn. The work of John
Cullis is amply represented and there
is material relating to Leamington
Mill and the earlier history of
Leamington Priors.

It is unthinkable that this amazing
collection which contains so much
information on the history of
Leamington (and its gardens),
Warwickshire and elsewhere, should
be broken up and dispersed to private
collectors. The Records Office is
already advanced in raising the
money to buy the equally important
Waller collection, so their resources
are seriously stretched. Please
consider a donation to save this
important resource for public study.

Dr Christine Hodgetts
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Bath Place Community Venture – History Archive: Priory Terrace

Bath Place Community Venture is between the Parish Church and the railway station. One of many
activities there is a Local History Group which is creating an archive of the area, supported by Heritage
Lottery Fund. One activity involves collecting images and producing displays and a web site to describe the
history of the area in a simple and attractive way for the lay-person.

I live in Priory Terrace, am semi-retired and thought I’d enjoy being a volunteer and tackling the task of
producing something for my street. So what am I actually doing? I’m not an historian and have plenty to
learn about research methods. I’ve spent time in the local library and also in the County Record Office in
Warwick but it’s already clear to me that I need to spend a lot more time in these places to do the job
properly.

Bath Place Community Venture organised a computer course for the two starter volunteers. In six very
useful two-hour sessions they showed us how to use software to manipulate images and to design web sites.


