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Dates for your Diary 

Two visits organised by the 
Society 

Visit by coach to  

Blakesley Hall and Soho House 

Saturday, June 20 

Owing to cancellations a few seats 
are left – call 01926 885532 

Brunel Day at 

Didcot Railway Museum 

Saturday, September 26 

 

See flyer included with this 
newsletter 

 

The Programme for next year 
will be included with the August 

Newsletter 

CHAIRMAN'S NOTES 

New retail study for Leamington.  We still await the new retail study 
commissioned by Warwick District Council (WDC) about the need, or 
otherwise, for more shops in the district, and on the Chandos Street car 
park in particular.  The report is now scheduled for publication (on the 
WDC website) in early June.   

WDC and Wilson Bowden, the prospective developers of the Chandos 
Street site, say that a planning application will be lodged very soon.  
The development is expected to be a 220,000 sq foot shopping centre 
with 540 car parking spaces, on four floors above ground together 
with an open roof space for plant and machinery.  There would be 
access to underground space for the delivery lorries needed to service 
the department store and shops. 

Pump Room Gardens.  We were delighted when Chris Elliott, Chief 
Executive of WDC approached us, along with CLARA, over 
cooperating with WDC on a project to reinvigorate the Pump Room 
Gardens.  The project would involve tidying the riverbanks (which has 
started), ensuring the drains function where they are blocked, and 
might include replacing the nineteenth century Linden arches along 
Dormer place – the originals had globes lit by gas.  While much investigative work on the project has 
already been done, there is a long way to go and we would need to raise huge sums to do everything.   

We must guard against raising undue expectations, but it would be a great project to bring off.  It is also 
satisfying to be working with WDC, the Town Council, CLARA, the RLSBCT (Royal Leamington Spa 
Building Conservation Trust) and others on the project. 

Programme.  As a result of members’ responses to our enquiries about the programme we are trying some 
changes for a year – varying the location to ease parking problems, varying the day of the month to avoid 
clashes, … .  There is more information below on these changes.  Note that none of our meetings will be 
held at Oddfellows in the coming year. 

Loss of members.  We are very sorry to report the loss of four members who have supported us so well over 
past years – life member Terry Cadbury, Jean Sunter, Winifred Howell and Terri Bayliss, a former mayor of 
Leamington  Archie Pitts 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

AGM 2009 

The 54th AGM was held in Oddfellows Hall on Thursday 14th May 2009.  Your chairman, Archie Pitts, 
welcomed 30 members and a guest. 



Apologies were received; the minutes of the previous AGM were accepted and signed. 

Life members.  At this point the chairman raised, albeit tenuously, under matters arising, a proposal that life 
membership should be awarded to four members, Ruth Bennion, Lyndon (Toby) Cave, Gordon Goddard-
Pickett and Allan Jeffery, for their exceptional contributions to the society and the welfare of Leamington.  
All these nominations were accepted unanimously and with acclaim by those present.   

The Chairman’s Report and Sub-Committee Reports, which had been circulated, were then presented.  The 
Chairman warmly thanked the executive committee members and the sub-committees for their support and 
hard work during the year, as well as numerous other members of the society like our newsletter deliverers.   

The Treasurer reported a healthy financial position.   

The Chairman’s Report and Committee Reports were adopted.  Copies are available from the Chairman. 

Officers were proposed: 

Chairman:  Archie Pitts Vice-Chairmen:  Paul Edwards, Robin Richmond 

Hon. Secretary:  Robin Adams Hon. Treasurer:  Marianne Pitts 

Executive Committee: 

Richard Ashworth, Margaret Begg,  Ruth Bennion, Gordon Fyfe  

As there were no other nominations, these were unanimously declared elected. 

Past Chairman Margaret Watkins will continue to serve on the Executive committee in an ex officio 
capacity.  Paul Edwards has agreed to continue to serve as our Planning Representative. 

It was proposed that Malcolm Welsh be re-appointed as Independent Examiner.  A unanimous vote of 
thanks was carried for his meticulous work in examining the accounts for 2008/09. 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

Programme – questionnaire findings and results 

Your responses to the questionnaire published in the last newsletter came by telephone, post and email and 
the committee is grateful to all those who took the trouble to reply. 

We were pleased to learn that the programme is valued and no one wants to abolish it and hope that more of 
you will support it now that we have changed our arrangements to suit the majority.  These changes are 
experimental and for one year – please let us know what you feel about them: 

 Most wanted talks that related to Leamington Spa and the region so we have chosen appropriate 
speakers. 

 Oddfellows is not liked except by those who can walk there easily.  Parking restrictions until 8pm, the 
stairs, the clutter of furniture, the limited accommodation, the poor viewing … .  We have therefore 
decided to book the Pump Rooms or elsewhere and Dormer Place when we expect a big audience.  
None of the next season’s meetings are in Oddfellows. 

 The “second Thursday of the month” clashes with other important commitments for some – so for a year 
we will try to vary the day of the week as an experiment.  Next season many meetings will not be on the 
second Thursday, so please record each time and place carefully in your diaries. 

 Wine and soft drinks are acceptable and actually easier to manage than coffee and biscuits (no need for 
fresh milk and boiling urns) so we will try that for a year too. 

 These changes will cost more – so we are introducing an entry fee of £2 for all and a modest charge for 
each drink. 
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Those with email will continue to receive a reminder of time and place and speaker shortly before every 
meeting.  If we do not have your email address, please send it – we do not pass them on. 

Please give the committee your views on these changes. 

Marianne Pitts 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

Four new life members 

Ruth Bennion deserves Life Membership for the listing of the station and its environs as Grade II alone.  
This is the reason why Leamington Spa continues to have a stylish, almost flagship, station and has already 
provided protection against overdevelopment of the whole station area.  Her other – and unique – 
contributions include persuading local authorities to start repainting the Victorian cast-iron lamp posts after 
decades of neglect, the planting of trees and her initiative in the improvement of the station gardens, both 
within and without. 

Lyndon Cave, better known as Toby Cave, joined the Leamington Society in 1961, was Chairman 1963-66 
and a committee member and newsletter distributor for many years.  He was an architect with local 
authorities before moving to private practice in 1960.  He was a member of the national executive committee 
of the Ancient Monument Society, and has worked on the Local Plan many times on behalf of the 
Leamington Society, including the most recent one.  When Rossmore, the Regency Villa in Newbold 
Terrace was in grave danger of demolition, it was largely due to Toby’s efforts that we were able to save it.  
Toby is well known as a local historian and his latest book on the History of Leamington has just ben 
published.  It is reviewed below.  We are very fortunate to have Toby as a member, and to be able to call 
upon his expertise. 

Gordon Goddard-Pickett   In spite of his serious physical problems, Gordon has worked with zeal to help 
control the ever increasing hours that licensed establishments can operate – which have such an impact on 
the centre of the town.  He has represented us many times at licensing hearings and spent numerous hours on 
research into the problems of the ‘night time economy’.  Earlier Gordon played an active role in trying to 
organise a viable alternative business use for the Regent Hotel.   

Allan Jeffery was one of the prime movers in the society’s fight for the Regent Hotel, and was leader of the 
Regent Sub-Committee.  When there were a number of resignations from the Executive Committee by 
members who did not support the Society’s policy, he became an invaluable support to the Chairman and the 
Committee.  For some time Allan has acted as Chairman at the main Meetings of the Society, and his 
welcoming manner has been popular with members, visitors and speakers.  He has been on the Programme 
Committee since 1997 and its Chair since 2006 and in this role has organised good talks and trips for the 
Society. 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

Four new blue plaques for Leamington 

The Society is delighted that the efforts of WDC, Royal Leamington Spa Town Council, Royal Leamington 
Spa Building Conservation Trust and CLARA have resulted in four new blue plaques in the town – all 
unveiled on the afternoon of April 28. 

Nathaniel Hawthorne, one of the USA’s greatest writers of fiction (The Scarlet Letter, Tanglewood Tales 
and The House of Seven Gables), brought his wife and three children to live in 10 Lansdowne Circus for a 
few months in 1857 after serving as the US Consul in Liverpool.  The Hawthornes took great delight in the 
Circus’ aura of privacy and beauty and appreciated Leamington’s situation in an area offering many 
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attractions of historic interest to American visitors in the “old” country.  In letters and journals they describe 
the town as “genteel … cheerful” and “… goodly”. Bryan Homer 

Bryn Homer is author of An American Liaison: Leamington Spa and the Hawthornes, 1855–1864 (Fairleigh 
Dickinson) 

William Louis de Normanville was Borough Engineer and Surveyor here for 35 years, from 1882 - 1917. 
During this time he engineered the river, built the Mill Suspension Bride, York Bridge, Adelaide Bridge, 
renovated the Pump Rooms building, laid out Victoria Park, created York Promenade, made the Mill 
Gardens, was architect of the Boat House and also the Pump Room Swimming Baths with its unique roof, as 
well as sorting out the town's sewage system. 

Today most of de Normanville's buildings and landscapes are listed by English Heritage and it is only fitting 
that he and the place where he lived – at 6 Clarendon Crescent – should be commemorated with a Warwick 
District Council plaque. Janet Storrie 

Janet Storrie is author of William Louis de Normanville: Engineer, Architect and Inventor, 1843-1928, and 
His Role in Creating Royal Leamington Spa (Weir Books).  Janet is also a life member of the Society 

Alderman Samuel Thomas Wackrill was honoured with a Blue Plaque on 38 Portland Street.  We owe 
him our Town Charter as he guaranteed to pay the whole cost if the application were to fail.  When the town 
duly achieved Borough status, he was elected as the first Mayor from 1875 - 1887.  As such he presided over 
the Queen Victoria’s Golden Jubilee celebrations, with a gold casket for the Queen, a Jubilee reception for 
colonial visitors and banquets and dinners for the poor of the town, to whom he was always very generous. 

In a time of rapid technological development he switched on the first electric lights in the town, presided 
over the building of the Town Hall and the completion of the waterworks (one of the pumps was named 
Wackrill) and established the tramway to Warwick.  He saw to it that the penny entrance fee to the Pump 
Room Gardens was abolished, donated the mayoral chain and pendant to the Town, served on the Bench as a 
Magistrate for 30 years, was a keen supporter of the Free Library, saved Leamington College from closure, 
and was given the freedom of the Borough of Leamington in 1899.  The Town is still in his debt.  
 Malcolm Welsh 

Malcolm Welsh lives at 38 Portland Street, as well as being a long standing member of the Leamington 
Society and of CLARA  

Elizabeth and Frederick Whitehead.  The Whiteheads were brother and sister who were born in 
Leamington Spa in the 1850s.  Their father was a local art dealer and the business premises and family home 
– 5 Willes Road – is now marked by a Blue Plaque.  Both are believed to have attended the Leamington 
School of Art and in the 1880s they went abroad to study at the Academie Julien in Paris.  They attended 
classes during the winter months, touring the French countryside during the summer.  After his marriage 
Frederick spent the summers of his life living in a caravan in Dorset where he befriended Thomas Hardy and 
was known as Dorset’s artistic – as opposed to literary – champion.  He was influenced by Constable and 
painted in the open air.  Elizabeth also travelled around England, Europe and beyond.  She became well 
known for her still life painting but she also painted many landscape scenes.  Both brother and sister 
exhibited at the Royal Academy and the Birmingham Society of Artists, among others. 

Both died in the 1930s – during their lifetimes and subsequently much of their work has been collected by 
Leamington Spa Art Gallery and Museum and can be viewed online at www.lsagmcollections.org.uk
 Rosalyn Smith 

Rosalyn Smith is Curatorial Assistant at the Royal Pump Rooms 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
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“Geographing”  Leamington Spa 

In the last newsletter Archie Pitts kindly mentioned a website showing my collection of photographs of 
Leamington Spa and surrounding area.  Although the link does work, to get the best view I recommend 
visiting www.geograph.org.uk, this being the website to which they were originally submitted.  This will 
show you not only the pictures but also a short description with date and location at which they were taken. 

The “Geograph” website is based on the 1 kilometre square grid reference system used by the Ordnance 
Survey maps.  The objective is to collect at least one geographically representative photographs and 
information for every (grid) square kilometre of Great Britain and Ireland.  That amounts to a total of over 
330,000 squares, and in the 4 years the site has been running it has now reached some 75% of that total.  
This is pretty impressive when you consider the vast open areas of fields, moorland and mountains in our 
Sceptred Isle. 

The project caught my imagination shortly after it started and I resolved to make sure that Leamington Spa 
and the surrounding area were well represented.  If you search the website for Leamington (just enter the 
town name, or even your postcode, in the “Search” box on the home page”) you will see a selection of the 
pictures.  Just click on the relevant thumbnails to see larger version or alternatively use the “display” box at 
the top of the search results page to view as “slideshow – full-size”.  Another useful way of accessing the 
pictures in the website includes clicking on the map of the UK and progressively zooming in to the area of 
interest. 

I first started contributing to the website in its early days and ended up expanding my coverage for quite an 
area around Leamington.  It proved to be a most enjoyable, interesting and at times addictive exercise, 
literally exploring every square kilometre!  I found myself visiting villages, byways, footpaths and assorted 
landmarks that I'd been passing for decades without even realising they were there. You'll also find some 
“recent historical” pictures on the site, including the heavy snow in December 1990 and the floods of Easter 
1998.  Incidentally, some of the captions are now slightly out of date – I must get around to updating them 
however useful suggestions will be gratefully accepted (just click on the relevant “contact the contributor” 
link). 

One of the features of the website is that copyright licensing conditions allow others to use the photographs 
without payment as long as they properly attribute the source.  This is how the pictures have come to appear 
on the website Archie mentioned, as well as a wide range of sites, such as search engine for house buyers 
(http://www.nestoria.co.uk) to one simply dedicated to church cats! (http://www.purr-n-
fur.org.uk/featuring/church02.html).  It's quite rewarding to come across them, sometimes almost by 
accident, when browsing the web. 

I've also received many comments about the pictures, literally from around the world – probably the furthest 
being from the outback of Australia from a gentleman who recognised an old station in one of my pictures at 
which his grandfather had been the stationmaster.  Not surprisingly however the majority of enquiries are 
from people tracing their family history or old friends and neighbours.  Some of the more unusual include a 
couple of requests to book village halls shown in my pictures, and probably the most peculiar was from 
someone wanting to book Tantara Lodge (at Stoneleigh) for a wedding reception the following weekend!  

www.geograph.org.uk is a non-commercial website and to date about 8,200 people have provided over 1 
million photographs of Great Britain and Ireland. The site is sponsored by the Ordnance Survey who place 
great emphasis on its educational and research value. Anyone can participate; all you need is a digital 
camera and to know where you are.  It is not a “photography” website and the main objective is to show the 
geography of the country.  So, do join in and help make Leamington Spa one of the best illustrated areas in 
the project. 

David Stowell 
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Royal Leamington Spa: A History, by Lyndon F Cave (Phillimore, 216 pages) 

Having been born in Leamington, and having always loved it, I like to think I know a fair bit about it; not, 
however, compared with Mr. Cave.  For many years his previous volume (1988) has been on my shelves and 
frequently off them.  I turn to it first and usually last.  

We are fortunate now in having his handsome new volume to bring us up to date.  As importantly, it 
contains, without being in the least overcrowded, a great deal of additional information.  

I had never heard, for example, of The Leamington Spa Lifestyle Association, a title that was presumably 
intended to mean something profound.  I was fascinated to learn about the Rev. Craig's money, especially 
the £63,000 brought to him by his three wives.  Happy days!  I was horrified to discover how close to 
fruition the plans to build on the Pump Room Gardens came.  Readers may be reminded of a present 
proposal, not without its supporters. 

The book has many virtues: ninety-one more photographs than in the older volume; above all, perhaps, 
Mr. Cave's want of the main qualification for being an historian in an American university.  He writes far too 
clearly. 

I have scratched my head for a nit to pick.  Here goes.  As a follower of Lawn Tennis I was disappointed that 
the two doctors who helped to found the club on the grass of the Manor House are mentioned, but not the 
more significant Major Gem and Mr. Pereira (Perera?).  

Leamington is heavily in debt to Mr. Cave.  His book is a model.  It deserves to sell like billy-o. 

Robin Taylor 

Toby Cave will give a talk on Wednesday 15 July 2009, from 5.30 pm – see enclosed flyer from his 
publisher, Phillimore. 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

Noise 

Everyone can expect some level of noise from people who live around them, but one man’s music can be 
another man’s torment.  For rented accommodation, most Conditions of Tenancy require that tenants do not 
cause nuisance to neighbours.  A local housing association/Council Housing Department should take action 
if a nuisance is being caused in one of their properties. 

Many areas have mediation services which can help you resolve noise and other neighbour problems. You 
may wish to investigate this route before involving your local authority or housing association. This is not 
always a free service. Warwick District Council can advise you of a mediation service or you can contact:  

Mediation UK  
Alexander House  
Telephone Avenue  
Bristol BS1 4BS 
0117 904 6661 

For domestic noise (barking dogs, loud music, DIY etc), if the “softly softly” approach of a polite personal 
request has not worked, or is unwise, you can also contact your local authority’s Environmental Health 
Department.  Please note that anonymous complaints are not investigated.  

A local authority must take ‘all reasonable steps’ to investigate your complaint, starting with letters to the 
alleged culprit and then arrange for you to contact the officer for a visit when the noise is occurring to 
witness it and judge whether the noise is a statutory nuisance in type, volume and frequency of occurrence.  
Arrangements can be made for monitoring outside normal working hours, for example Thursday to Saturday 
until 9 pm. 

 6



If Environmental Health (EH) confirms that a Statutory Noise Nuisance exists an Abatement Notice must be 
issued requiring the offender to take actions to prevent the recurrence of the noise nuisance.  If he/she fails 
to comply with the notice, he/she is guilty of an offence and can be prosecuted.  Local Authorities also have 
powers to apply to a magistrate to confiscate any equipment causing a noise nuisance. 

Car alarms, or alarms on buildings, sounding for prolonged periods can cause nuisance and will be 
investigated.  If an alarm sounds, it should automatically turn off after 20 minutes.  For commercial noise 
nuisance (building works; factory noise; noisy pubs; bird scarers; equipment or machinery in the street etc.) 
affecting you in your property, you should contact the Council directly.  EH officers are normally available 
during working hours (Monday to Friday 8.45am to 5.15pm).  For residents within WDC, EH can be 
contacted on 01926 456722.  

Police will not investigate noise nuisance and will refer you back to the EH Department, unless the noise is 
associated with disorder such as fights. 

Marianne Pitts & Robin Richmond, with thanks to John Langley of WDC Environmental Health 
Department, and WDC website. 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

Terry Cadbury 1937-2009 

Terry was a significant person in the Leamington community.  Her involvements were considerable: 
establishing a Women’s Refuge for estranged wives; running a club for single mums; membership of the 
district probation committee: sitting on the magistrate’s bench for 20 years; chairing the Warwick District 
Council for Voluntary Service and the local Cheshire Home; serving on the management committees of the 
Jephson Housing and the Myton Hospice and more.  In all these capacities she showed her great love for 
people and an enormous compassion.   

Her absorbing interest in the artistic and historic meant that she was a keen member of the Warwickshire 
Gardens Trust, the National Trust, the RHS, Kew Gardens and the Leamington Society, of which she and 
Roger were Life members. 

She was resilient and resourceful in her battle with cancer and a loving wife and mother.  She will be much 
missed by all who knew her. 

Marianne Pitts, with assistance from her husband Roger  

 

Sundial in memory of  
John Picking in Jephson Gardens 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

Sundial in memory of John Picking 1947-2005 

John Picking died in 2005 at the age of 58.  He had been Chief Executive 
of Warwick District Council for three years, worked for voluntary 
organisations in Leamington and set up home here.  He left a 
considerable and varied legacy on our town. 

On a windy but bright afternoon on Monday April 6, 2009, a group of 
about 60 of John’s friends and colleagues gathered around a replica 
sundial for its unveiling by John’s widow, Hazel, and Chair of WDC, 
Judy Falp.  The sundial was commissioned by the Trustees of Royal 
Leamington Spa Building Conservation Trust (RLSBCT) and 
reconstructed by experts with a new gnomon in brass and a bronze 
memorial plaque.  The gnomon is the arm of the sundial that casts the 
shadow to show the time of day. 

Our thanks go to the specialist sundial maker, Harriet James who 
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undertook the work with sketchy information from old photographs, and 
to the stonemason Mark Rawlins who could work from her careful 
drawings.  They produced a faithful and beautiful replica in bath stone.  
We are sure that it would have met with John’s hearty approval.    
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Warwick District Council, Leamington Town Council, the Leamington 
Society, CLARA, friends and family all contributed to the cost.  The 
RLSBCT has produced a leaflet on the history of this sundial, sundials in 
general and how to read them.  The leaflet is available in the lobby of the 
glass house in Jephson Gardens. 

Judy Ross 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

Leamington History Group  

The Leamington History Group is the new name for a group first formed 
in 2005 with funding from the Heritage Lottery Fund.  Initially based at 
Bath Place Community Venture, the group now functions as a self-
governing local history society with a permanent base in the South Lodge, 
Jephson Gardens.  We currently have about thirty members and meet at 
South Lodge on the fourth Monday of each month to hear a talk on some 
aspect of local or social history. 

Our members are currently researching for a second book on aspects of 
Leamington history.  Our first publication People & Places was sponsored 
by National Grid and is available from the Tourist Information Centre in 
the Royal Pump Rooms, price £5. 

Our database of old photographs and engravings of Leamington is 
constantly expanding and we are keen to add to this. Some of this material 
has been featured in exhibitions in the County Museum and many of the 
pictures can be seen on our website at www.bathplace.org/projects.  

We are currently involved in projects with Leamington Museum and the 
Leicester University Media Archive for Central England and we have 
access to IT and sound recording equipment.  If you think you may be 
interested to join us please contact me (the Secretary) – on 01926 430996 
or at alangriffin@fastnet.co.uk.  

Alan Griffin 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

New members 

We welcome to the Society 

Pablo and Alicia Mason  
Robin Stott 
Professor John & Michele Miller 
Mr. Alan Wilkinson and Ms Johanna Crozier 
Ros and Andrew Parkes  
Peter and Edwina Lightfoot 
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